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This thesIs is a stu:iy of the 22 co~?en1es of

Continental Artillery, ar.d seve~al euxl11a~y unlt~: a~~

the o111tary in:::tall.atlon ,:hlc:, they bull: and. occt:.~ied

a - l··cl.~-·n "e" 'e-- n •• ~-"··--n --cer"~""'" .. ""'8 L;"~"" A~W..I. t ~, fI V .1.;:)_;" vc""r.:::;c .. LIe: I.>.I..,/_ .... ..L (( , ..,..:..1
June. 1779. The installation wes a pa=t of the Cor.~i~

ental Ar~Y's ~a1n e~ce=p=ent, 7 niles a~ay, at ~id~le

- Brook, l':e;.r J eJ:sey. ::ouever J 3ri5n.d.lc::", Ger.e:-::.l ::~!U":'.

Knox, the co~a~~er of the Contlr.cn~al 3ri5~1e of ;I~il

1ery, had a virtu~lly free ha~d in ma~5i~~ aff~ir~ ~t

Pluckccin. Knox fou~i a unique set of clrcu~3tan~e~ ~t

~luckcmin "Ihlen !lllo~ied. hi::! to put; L"1to prc.ct1.ct;;l so~e

1deas ";hlch r.e h::!.d. developed ecrl~er in the Har. The
most important of these ;-ro.s the establlsh::ent of a:l
AcadcI!l:!t. possibly the forcrunnc::, of Hest ?oint, for the
technical trainlr~ of artillery officers. The install~

t10n Has also the site of nu=erous In:'1o\-p.tlons in \1ir:tc
barracks constructlo:l: the st!lndr:.rdization ar.:i daily

. practice of f~::'ip~ ar.j =aneuvcrl~~ c.rtll1ery in t~~

f1eld: the repair and resupply of the artillery's equl?
ment: and a nuober of adoir..lstr.:l t 1.ve refor::s ',ihlch
tenied to re6ulnrl~e t~e or~~nlzatlon end funct~or~l

cnp:lclty of t~~ artl11~rj·. The recrult:Jcnt o.r.:i re-er~ll~·

ment of artl11crlzt:s \!e:-e nlzo 1.::J:provcd. ::m;ever, all
of th~Ge ncconplls~~nts had very little Ins~l~~ ef:cct
on the Ibr. In the nort:l,' the Cfl";;.o.lgn of 1779 ''''5 not
dccIsh'e and the dI":J.strot!s -.:Inte::- (1779-1780) Ilt JO',,:<c:
Hollow, New Jersey. niped out r-o~t of the positive
effcctn of the Flucl~e:.J.in enc!l!i:p::lcnt.

ThlG study doe~t ho\'t'ever, fill on ~:lportant gnp in
hlstorlogr:J.phy, no previo"" In depth "tud)' of Plucl·;e:!lin
has ever been ~~de.
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ER:lATA

Page J. footnote 10, last line, rep_ace (wc~c) "i:~

~.

Page 19. footnote 17, li~e 2, replace (cer;e~~~) w~~~
s~rc.eg,nt.

Page 25, footr.ote 6, p~a;~~~h 2, l1r.e 5. ~eplac~

(Church,) wl~h Cr.~~ehJ.

Page 41, pRra;rs,,?!'1. ). llr:e 4, :-("pla~e (ar=ou~=~') ~f~t!l

e..!"!:]ou=-~=s·.
~.~_ 4 _

Page ,a, root~o~~ 54, pare6:,o;h 7, :1n~ 1, ~~jlnce (ar.~)

with £.!!.

Page eo, footnote 62, lines 9 end 10, delete ( ) ercu~d

he hi~self said it.

Page 1)5. l1"e 24, replace (,<lrch) wl.~h l:!lrch.

pege 136, line l~, replnce (TrOr.3.) ~lt~
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CRAPTER I

CONTINENTAL ARTILI2R~ AT FllEDERICKSBU
NOVE~3E3, 1778

As the year 1778 slowly drew to a clo

TEE

Continental Artillery, nhlch ha::l ren:ie=ed
1

service at l~r~outh, Kew Jersey, in Juna 01 ~tla~ year

and which r.o~ lay ~nca~ped with the Continental Ar-~ at
2

Fredericksburg, New York, found itself in a ~eplo=&ble

stnte. It now desp~rately needed an opportunity to =eor

ganlze and revitalize ltgelf. Perhaps core trsn any

other brench o~ the Contl~ental servlce~ the Artill~ry

had been forced to survive on a mlI~c of half-measures

o.nd. improvisation, but now he.l:!'-measures ~ere no l011Oe=

worklr..g.

The rules regulatlr~ the pro~otlon ar~ the d~~o-

. t.ion of !:len 111 the enlisted ranks ;;ere either u."1ever:.ly

appl1ed, or ~ere totally 19nored 1n ~o=e artl11ery com_
3

mands. The of':flcer corps i'fas torn by dis:;ension oVer

rank and seniority, ~1th some officers resl£~lng rather

than serve under those wh~se CO~lssions or service they
,

lCO. Jur.e 29. 1778. \;CY., XII, 130-31.

2See }~p A, precedir~ p~ge 1.

JRO. Oct. l~, 1778, ROBk 1.

1
•

•
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2

4
considered inferior to their own. Not even the chain of

yOmmand was free of proble~s.

~ 5
Although Brigadier General Henry Knox wes George

Washlngto~ts Chief of Artillery, he did not have direct

command of all the artillery units in the Continental

service. Officially, Kno~ com~~Aed the 3rioade of

Artillery. which consisted of 4 Continental ~egioents.
6

4L1euter3nt Colonel Eleazer OSnald reslgr.ed in
December, 1778, after a 30ard of General Officers had
placed hl~ second in seniority amor~ 11eutena~t colo~els
in the Continental Artillery. Cershom ;':ott to JL, Jan.
i3. 1779. Laob Papers.

5Knox (1750-1806), a nat1ve of 30ston and the hus
band of Lucy Flucker, joined the elite ":2o!iton Grer.3.dler
C~r~s .. QC" C''''''C~'' 'n ,.. -"""~ ",., 1777 Co.., ... 4C'C"i~n~'".., y, - ... --- .•- - __•.-. _ •• ,,-. -- .......... _ .......

colonel, Hoye!:lber 17, 1775, he brought the captured gU..1S
from Fort Ticonderoga to 30sto~, where he co~~r.ded the
}~erlccn artillery. Fought With distinction in the 3at~le
of New York and at ~enton. Commlss1onad a brigadier
general for Trenton, to date froe Dece~ber 17, 1776. Ee
served conspicuously at ?rlnceton, 3=a~d~f~neJ Ge~=sn
town, Valley Forge, r10fl.:J:!OU th, a!'l.d. Yorl.;:to~·rn. Co~izcioned
a major general, ?~o"...em.ber 15 I 1 781. Co~c21ved a.ni orgo.n
ized the Society of the C1ncin=t1 1n Hay, 1783. F.e

'resigned from the Army in January, 1784.

After servi~~ as Washington's Sec=etary of War, K~oz
retired in 1794 to a life of land de~elop~ent ar.d spec
ulntion in ~hine. Died suddenly of' a "chicken bon~ in
his 1ntestines," on October 25. 1806. DAE, X, 475-77.

6Thc First Continental Artillery, November 30, 1776
June 17. 1783: the Second Con~inent~l ArtillerYJ J3n~~~y
1, 1777-June 17, 178), the T~1r~ Continental Art1llery,

. January 1.• 1777-J'.lne 17. 178): ar.':! t~e ?ourt~ Cont1r.en-
tal Artillery, February 5, 1777-April 18, 1781. ~&~. P. 46.

However, a Board of General Officers at Wh1~e Pla1~~,
New York. in Septe~ber, 1778, established the seniority
among the regl=er.ts aSJ first, the T~lrd Cor.t~~ent~l;
second. the Fourth Contlnent~l; third, ~he ?lrst Con~in
ental; arA fourth, the Secor.d Continental. GO, Sept. 15.
1778. WC', Y~I. 458-59.

,
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Although offlclally deslgnated by thelr nucbers, one

through four, these reglments were
.'

generally referred
7

F".e.rrlson t S

Regl::nent;
10

Proctor's (the Fourth)

'to by the names of their colonels; her-cel
S

(the Flrst) Reglment; Lamb's (the Second)
. 9

crane's (the Third) Reglment; and

7Charles Rarrison, a Vlrolnian, a~nolntec colonel
of the Virginia Regicent of Artillery, November JO,
1776J appointed colonel of the First Continental Artil
lery, January 1, 1777, to rank fro~ Kovember 30, 1776;
served until Ju~e, 1783. Vlr~lnla :'~~azlne of History
~ Blo~ra~hv. A~II, 186. --

Harrison did not arrive at Pluckemin, fro~ a fur
lough ln Vlrginia, until the evenir~ of Y~y 14. 1779.
J8Jlles Glles to JL, ;·iay 15, 1779. Lamb P"pers.

·SJohn Lamb (1735-1800), a r~tive of New York City,
was active in the Sons of Llbe~ty. Co~issloned captain
of an artillery company, July, 1775. he joi~ed Xont
gomery I s ~oy in the l!lvasion of Canada. ~jour:deci am
captured at ~~ebec, Dece~ber 31, 1775. Released on a
parole. he ~e~1ned i~2ctlvef although appointed a ~jor

by Congress. E~char~ed and appointed colonel of the
Seoond Contlnent~l Artillery, January, 1777. Co~n~ed

the artillery at I',est Point ln 1779 and 1780. Brevetted
a brigadler general ln 1783.

After the War, he was a member of the New York
Sta. te Leglsl.li ture. and then eus toms Collec tor for Ne~<

York. Died ln poverty on l'.ay 31, 1800. DAB, X, 555-56.

9John Crane (1744-1803), a native of Vsssachusetts.
served in the French and Ind.ia.n \lar. COm.::!lissloned 0

major in Knox's regiment of artillery, December 10. 1775.
CommlsDloned a colonel, January 1, 17771 he raised ar~

oommended a re~iment f=om }~s~achusettsJ the Third Con
.tlnental Artillery. Brevetted a brigadier general,
September 30, 17S3.

After the War, he lived in raine ahd Nas appointed.
a judge of the court of comcon pleas ln 1790. Dled on
August 21, lS05. DA3. IV, 505-6.

10Tho~s Proctor, colonel of the Fourth Continental
Artillery, February 5, 1777-April 18, 17S1. The writer
has found r.o evidence thst Proctor. or any of his com
panies, Here ever at Pluckc:uln.
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Begloent of Artl11er7. Ho~ever) these same U~lts were

slSD referred to by the ~~mes of the states in ~hlch

,. "they had been primarily enllstea; hence~ the Virginia

CHarrlson'3) Reglment; the New York (Lacb~s) Reglme~t;

the Hsssachuse tts (Crane's) Regill:ent J a!:d the Pe!l.!'lsyl_
11

vania (Proctor's) Reginent of Artillery.

~ addition to ~~ox's Brloade. there also existed

a small Continental unit known as the Corps of Artille=7
12

~or the Northern Depart~ent. The Corps, whl~h consisted
13

of 3 artl12ery co~paaies, nas co~~a~ed by Lleuter3nt
14

Colonel Ebenezer stevens. The Co~ress had lnst=ueted

11Actually, only the r~SSdchusetts negi=ent W~S
enlisted froo a slr~le stn~e. The other J regl~=nts
received enllst~e~t~ f=o~ 7 states. For a 11stir~ of
each state'= contribution, see Apperdi~ A.

120fficla11y created by Congress on February 11,
1778. JCc. x. 150.

1Jon August 27, 1778, the Corps consisted ofl
Bucklar~'s Co~par.y, 43 officers and oen: Donnell's
'~ompany, 53 officers and oenj ~in3loa's Company, 47
ofrlcers and oen: 7 staff officersl and 40 artillery
art1ricers. Total strer~th of the Carps- 190 officers
a~A men. Returr.s of ?ersonnel of the Corps of .~tl11erj
f'or the Northern Departcent. RevHS. CXIX.

14Stevens (1751-182)}, a Ps=tlclpant in the Boston
Tea Party (177), itas 1.'1 business 1n 2.hode 1513.I'4 at
the outbre~~ of the P.c701~tion. CO~~ls~lo~ed a second
l1eute~3nt or artl11~ry, l~y 8, 1775, captain, Jn~~a~y

·11, 1776; breve ttcd a Ia3.jor, ::o7e::i:lber 9, 1777 j 112u
ter~~t co~onel, Ap~11 30, 1778. Ser7cd ~ith Larayette
~n V1rslnla ar~ was at ~o~ktown, 1781.

J1ter the ~ar, he was a successful busln~ss ~an
and act1ve politiclan in Ne'Ji Yor?: City. ':'hz natloI'...:ll
Cyclo~qed!a £! .~er~cnn E!o~rnnhv (~ew Yo:kl Jaces T.
Uh't --" " I "X n -'11"n _ e .:J. ........0. t .'. __ • -'_ .&;,.
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stevens to consider his command to be "separate and
15

d1st1nc t from General Knox' s Brigade." PresuII!3.bly t this

~eant thst Stevens was to take his orders directly from

Washington, without reference to Knox.

As a practical matter, it was not possible for

Congress to remove the Corps from the influence of Kr.ox.

As his Chi.f of Artillery, Washi~ton allowed Knox a
.

free hand in deali~ With artillery affairs, whether or

not they pertained directly to the Brigade. In fact,

Washington appare~tly seldom made a decision cor.cernlr~

, ,

'. artillery =tters without first consulti~ Knox. Fortu-

nately for' the .~erlcan cause, Knox and Stevens were

able to work together on a direct basis, without the
16

need for petty, or meaningless distinctions.

Although the Artillery faced a nucber 'of press1110

problecs in November, 1778, none was as critical as the

need for men. Not only had the regl~ents never been

,fully enlisted: but the recruitment and re-enllstment

programs had totally failed to keep pace with deaths,

.15JCC, x. 150.

16Actually, a co~1ttee of Co~ress had v1s1ted the
camp at White Plsir-s, New York, on September 15, 1778,

. and had apparently agreed with Ilash1"..:,ton that the Corps
.should, "for the 'Orocotion of the SerVice, II be joined to
one of tIie incocpiete rcgioents, and that Stevens be
co~pensatei by a full 11euter~nt colonelcy in the Con

-tinental Artillery••CW, XII, 457.

Hmfever, Congress had to appr07e er.:i a ~acar.cy r.~d
to occur, before the e~~nge could be ~de. Cor~~ess did
approve the cO[!l!:li t tee's ae tio:} on November 24, 1778:
JCC, XII, 1158.

,
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injuries. the expiration of short ter~ enlistcents t and

an increasing number of dese~tlons. The sltuat~on had
-"

"becooe ~o critical, that had the entire Brigade been

consolidated, there probably would noc hsve be-~ enough

officers and men to constitute 2 full-str~r~th ~eoloents,

~ 17
much less the 4 tr~t had been authorized.

~though the states were to recruit enQ'organ~ze

Continental units, Congress stipulated their size and

oomposltion.

Axmy, II dated

Congress's "Establisr~ent of the American
18

l~y 27, 1778, st1pul~ted that each full-

••
12

"" 12
12
;6

strength ~tl11ery regiment consist of 729 officers and

cent as folloWSJ

1 Colonel
1 Lleute~Ant Colonel

J'ajor
Capta1:ls
Captain Lieutenants
First Lleute~nts

Second Lieutenants
Pay l':s.ster
Adjutant 19
Quarter=as ter

1 Surgeon
1 Surgeon I s i'~ te
1, Quarter~ster Serjeant
1 F1fe l~jor

1 Drum l~jor

72 Serjeants
72 Bombard1ers

17see Appendl~es A ar~ B.

18JCC, XI, 540.

19Congres:J 5tated th.:lt the positions of Pa:>~ j·:a.ster,
Adjutant, and. Quartermaster ',;ere to be held by resln:en
tal officers, in addition to their other duties, sr~ that
they receive extra pay for tr.eir oervlces. Fo~ their pay,
see Appendix C.

/
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72. Corporals
72 Gunners
24 Drum~ers and Flfers

336 Hatrosses20

The entlre Brlgade of Artl11ery should have numbered

sllghtly more t~~n 3,000 offlcers and men of all ranks •

. Internally. each of these artillery reg~ents was

divlded lnto 12 companles

full-strength cocpany, of
22

by a captaln, should have

and a regloental staff. A
. 21

60 officers ar~ cen, co~nded

I£IUstered&

'.

1
1
1

l
6
6
6
2

28

Captsln
Captaln Lleutenant
First L1eute~3nt

Second Lleute~~n~s

Serjeants
Bombardlers
Corporals
Gunners
Drumcers and Fifers
l'.atrosses

However, durlr~ late 1778 and early 1779. the average

Company ~~d only 30 to 45 nen of all ranks enllsted on
23

1ts rolls. The effective strength of these companles

20l1atrosses were artl1lery soldlers who asslsted
the gunners 1n loading, firing, spo~~lng, and ~~vlr~ the
guns. EAR, P. 686.

21Coloncl Lamb's companies had been organized on
this basis at least 4 months before Congress's directive.
EX to JL, Jnn. 17, 1778. Lamb Papers.

22As. with the regiments, the companies, although
officially des1;r~ted by n~bcrs (one through twelve),
were generally !'eferred to by the.'.r captain IS 1"'..9.:1e;
hence! the ~nner in Which the companies are listed 1n
.Appendlx A.

2JFor the nuwbe~ of cen en11sted in each co~~ny,
add the Present-Effectlves to the Absent-Kon-effecti~es
1n Appendlx B.

,



24
seldom exce;ded eighty per cent of their enlistcents.

one company had only 12 effectlves
25

by a second lieutenant.

ar.d was comrear~ed

Although the entire Continental Arcy had difficulty

in obtaining men. the P-rtillery was faced with two addi

tional problems. The first problem concerned the status

of the Artillery within the Continental estaclishment.

The 4 regiments of the Brigade of Artillery had been

taken dlreetly l~to the Continental service and had not
26

initially been credited to a~~ state. Congress had orig-

inally called upon the states in September. 1776. to

supply 88 battalions (regiments), for a Continental
27

Ar=Ye ~ch ~tatc had been gi7en ~ ~uot~ of troops it "as

to furnish. based on its population. 3y December. 1776.

Cong~ess r~d been forced to authorize an addltior31 22

240ne company, Captain Wl111ao 3rown's of F~rrl
son's ReglDent. was actually over enlisted, yet it could
not steadily caintein its aut;,orized strength of 60.
See Appendix 3.

25The 11th Company (for~erly ~~nsfleld's), Laob's
Regiment, comzanded by Second Lieutenant Jc~~ Throop.
See Appe~Aixes 3 and O.

260n September J. i778. Congress passed a resolu
tion credlti~ Colonel Tho~s Proctor's Fourth Re3ioent
of Continental P~tl1lery to Per~syl7anle's quota o~

troops. JCC. XII. 865-66.

Finally, on Ysrch 15, i779. the Congress reso17ed
to credit all past and future comnlGslons and enllst
mente in the Concinental P~tillery to the state which
supplied them. :FCC, !(!lrch i 5. 1779.

27Jcc. V, 762.

I

".



.battn110~s. to be calleQ 1nto the Gontlnent~l ser,1ae
ElI'A apportioned

28
amo~~ the states as Washington saw fl~.

..
.•..

.He soon decided that these new levies would have to

include at least 4 battalions of art111e~y.

As the states found it Increasl~~ly difficult to

fulfill their original quotas. state offieials became

less interested 1n their nea enlistce~ts beir~ sent to

the Contlne~tal Artillery, where the state ~ecelved no
29

credit for .them. The individual regl~ent5 ~~d companies

were rorce~ to send out their own recruiters whenever,
)0

and wherever, they could. This produced a t~lckle of new

recr~ltst but not enough to counter noroal attrition.

The second distinct proble~ f~ced by the A~tillo=J

HBS the za~~er 1n which eighteenth-century artillery was

employed. The accepted practice was to parcel units of

artillery out to individual infantry units. In 1778 and

1779. the Continental Ar~y used the brigade as the basic

U,.'11t of' infantry to uhlch artillery °rrss assigned. E.ach

brigade should have received an entire artillery company

~ar~ its c~mplement of pieces. Once it had been assigned,

.28GW to EX, Feb. 11. i777. WG~. VII. 1)8.

29E9.rllcr in the War, the state of ;"'.sryland had
gone so far as 'to ~ss a 1.9.\1 fo::-bldc.lr..; any officer to
recruit, ':lthl:l the state, for a:1Y C0:1.:1hent:al unit r.ot
.credited to 1·3ryla~d. A Lleutcr~nt l';cNair, of the Secor::d.
Continental A=tl11ery. ~as jailed ur.~er this law for

-trying to enlist 2 uen. WG., IX, 84.

JOFrequently, officers end sergean:s on furlough
perforced thi, duty. ~e~~Rolls, 116-120 •

•
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the compar~.wa5 expected to function as a part of the

infantry brigade, camping, marching, fi5hti~~. with it,

-;' "and taking its dally orders from the i~a~try cOm=3nd~r.

The Continental Artillery, hOliever, ~Bd neither

the pieces, nor the artillerists to assign anyth1rs

even closely approximatir~ this ideal. Each man and

each piece had to be assigned where it would have the

max~um effect. To accomplish this, Knox and Washington

a nuwber
32

them.
,

men to serve

relied upon mlnlc~ strength detachments. Each brigade
3i .

of field pieces, and just enoughwas assigned

A single artillery compan7. with a relatively high

effective strength, might be cal1e~ up~n to furnish 2

or 3 detachments, to as many separate brigades. While

so~e brigades received a single detac~ent as their

entire artillery comple~ent, others received 2 O~ ~ore

detachments. Whatever the nu~ber of detachments, the

senior artillery officer attached to a given brigade

was directly respon~lble for ~lntalnlr~ the ~e~ ani

. equipment assigned to that brigade. Although most of the

detachments were not widely separated geographically,

31The exact nuober ani Height of the pieces as~lgned
to a particular brigade. depended on the type service it
was likely to see durlr~ a given campai5n.

32A 3- or 4-pound field piece required a clnicuc
of 1 officer and 12 cen to properly ~r.eUVer and fire
it. A 6-pourAer required 1 or 2 officers and 18 cen.
The he~vler pieces required a proportio~~tely larger
number of men to handle them.



strength. a~A oa1ntaining it with r.ew enlist-

one campaign to the next, keeping track of S

cost of the infantry brigades served in the same
,

me
nts

~as extremely difficult. Whenever it became

necessary to detach an infantry brigade from the army,

for some special duty or to ~inter in a separate camp.

its artillery complement went along too. Und~r these

oircumstances. keeping abreast of specific needs. such

as the need for recruits, was virtually iopossible on

armY from
~

oompanY's
"

•
I

•

,..-,--~
.-~ ...'"' ......... ,

........ +-\-.,.,....... ... .....

Also, coOp9-~1e9 and detach2ents were needed to og~

The regiments and companies were further dispersed,

ordnance in the Park at any given t~e. and consequent17

its manned strength. fluctuated with the require~er.ts

heaVY mortars and s1ege guns. The a~u~t ar~ type of

port and. "henever necessary, serve the aro7'g spa.::::'e

field pieces and a few of the army's meager supply of

wherever located. The Parle's main purpose "jas to tr~ns- ~4

the Park of Artillery. Although its nsme implies a phys

ical place. the Park ~as actually a distinct artillery

unit, usually attached to the cain element of the army,

~ry po~t~ ~~ WC3t point,
33

in the Dela~are.

because of the need to supply units to man such station-

either the.company or regimental level.

- 33Mud Islar.:i ~as the site of Fort /Ufflin. a pa.rt
of rhiladelphiu's river defcnse5. WGW. XII, i3~-J5.

,



of Gsch new campaign.

AlthouZh the size of the Park varied, usually some

.pOrtion of each artillery regiment's staff se~ved with

it. Also, it was with the Park that General !~ox and

his persona~ staff wintered and caopaigned. 3ecause of

this, the Park also served as a cleari~~ house for bri

gade, regimental, ar~ company matters. It was the one

place to which the many scattered artillery units could

direct their questions and requests, and from which

they could receive information•
•

It was to the Park at Frederic~sburg that Washington

sent an order on November 4, 1778, requesting Knox to

put the Park on alert to be ready to cove at a moment's
)4

notice. Although the direction and destir~tion of the

arm~r 'Here still u..'ldeterm1ned.., the art1.1leryoen pack~d

their equ1poent erA prepared the pieces to Dove. Th=ougr.-

out Nove~ber, the Park calnta1ned a state of readir.ess,

while it waited for Washington to decide what course the

e.rmy liould take.

As eArly as October, 1778, Hashir-e;ton had been

forced to concede the possibility of another winter in

the field. The British had r~t yet made it clear whether

they lnten~ed to evacuate Ne~ York, or leave a ga=~ison

for the winter, Washington ~'ras convir.ced that any oar=1-

son left by the Erit1sh I/ould be stror-e; enoush to repel

)4EO, Nov. 4, 1778. ROBk 1.

I



anY attack ~e could mount duri~~ the

13

35
winter. Although

he could wait a few more weeks in hopes the city would
~..

be evacuated, it was becoolng imperative that he cske

provisions for the contl~~ency of field canton=ents.

In formu1at~~ his winter plans, .ashington ~3d a

number of factors to consider. As much ter~1to~y as

possible had to be protected from raids, especially the

vital posts Ln the Highlands of New York~ However, the

arcy had to. be kept consolidated enough to oaintaln

order and discipline amor~ the Den, as well as to provide

an adequate strlkl~~ force, should the enemy present an

opportunity for an attack. Unfortur~tely, the ~erlcan

D~pply sJstaw "as incapable of prcvldir~ even tha uost

essential supplies to such a large body of troops if

congregated in one spot.

Washington devised a plan which gave mexlmuo con-

slderatlon to each of these factors. He would split the

army into 3 elements, 2 or 3 brigades stationed at Dan-

bury, Connecticut, while tho rest of the army was to be

divided between the Highlands, and Middle Brook, New
37

Jersey, depend1r~ on the number of troops left by the
38

Br1tiGh in New York. I1hate7er the final disposition,

35GW to NG, Oct. 29, 1778. WGW, XIII, 178-80.

36GW to the President of Co~~ress, Nov. 27, 1778.
HGH, XIII, 350-52.

37see lap A, preceding page 1.

38cw to NG·,.Oct. 29, 1778. WGW, XIII, 170-80 •

•



nothing unusual was planned for the Continental )~tl1-

-.
1ery. Those units assigned to infantry brigedes would

.~inter wherever their br~gade9 Here assigned. Ge!1ers.l

Knox and the Park would winter ·,(ith \/ashir..,ton a:lCl. the

main element of the arcy.

By the fourth week in November. 1778. it was

apparent the British intended to leave a sizesble force

in New York for the winter. Washington began to issue

the necessS!y orders setting the various ele~ents of

the amy in Qotion towards their respectlve e~ceo?~ents., .

o. ¥AJor General Israel Putrsm would co~~~ 3 brigades
39

at Da~bury, while ]I.e-Jor General A..lezander ~fcDou.gall

would cOc:u:land J more brigades stationed beti.Jeen Ue~r York
40

City and Poug~~eepsie. New York. These brigades would

r~va a total of 8 artillery companies

proceed with Weshir..,ton

would

with them, ur.der
41

La~b. The recaln-John

of Artillery
43

to Middle Brook.

temporary comr~r.d of Colonel
42

8 army brigades end the Park

the

1ng

39The br1gadas of Poor, Parsons, and Euntlngto!1.
~GW. XlII, 340-43.

40The brigades of Nl~on, Patterson, and Learned,
and the garrison at; West ?olnt. HG',.l, XIII, 320-22.

4iHK. to JL. Nov. 25. 1778. Lamb Pepers.

42The brigades of woodford, Huhlenbu:=g, Scott,
Small·ifooa., 2?11, \layne, and Ir;oI1n, ~i'1th Clarki s at
Smith's Clove, Ne~ York. ~GW, XIII, ;46-47.

,
43Knox cons1dered the adva~ta~c of th1s disDOS1

t10n to be th~t the l~rgest nUWbc~ of t~0003 would be
much closer to their celn source of GuP?ly. nK to
William Knox, N07. 16, 1778. Knox Pap~rs.

I
~, -----.--- - -- ----
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CHAPTER II

TIlE MARCH OF TilE CO/;TINENTAL ?~_'E OF ARTILLZ:lY
! TO PLUCKEi1IN, UE~·l JE~S::;Y

NOVEHBER 26-DECE~~ER 7. 1778

some or the men were still
weeks later,

2
c.o.rch.

Although the Park or Artillery had been alerted on

November 4, 1778. to be ready to :nove as soon as orders
1

and the necessary horses arrived, when those orders did
arrive, th,r·ee

," "unprepared to

,
at no great dlstance freo the

••• the March to begin Precisely at 7 o'Clock

About·November 20, it had been qUietly decided to

assign the Park a separate encampment at Pluckemin. NewJ
Jersey. "a little Village about rirteen miles to the
southward of J.!orrlsto0rin,

4""in body or the Arcy,"

On NOvember 25. General Knox sent his wife Lucy
5their daughter orr to Pluokemin. and ordered,

and

-------
iBO, Nov. 4, 1778. ROEk 1.
2 "

he ha Captain Dershom Mott inrormed Colonel Lacb tha t
10 or

d
received orders to carch the folloWing day. but

Offer his men were barefoot and could not ~rch, Kott
Gersh ed to buy the necessan' shoes :<1th his O"~n ::Joney.

Om Matt to JL. Nov, 24, 1778. Lamb Papers.

JS
ee

l:"p A. preceding page 1,
/;.J

(Bast osiah Quincy. The Journels of Ya10r Samuel Shaw
on,

184
7), p, 52:-J!ereaI"tor"cITeCl "-S SM" Journ""I.5l!Jc

to William ~~or. Nov. 25. 1778. y~ox Papers.

15
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toMorrow I~rnlng. The Co~nding Officers of
Regiments will draa arms and Accout=ements
Immedlutely ••• wlth 24 Rounds. Those Offl
cers who have charge of Heavy Pieces ~il11

take care to reserve a suff 10 len t I';umber of
Hen to l'::arch without small Arcs who \.;111 be
ready with Drag Ropes to Relieve or assist 6
the Drivers in golr~ down ar~ up hills .••

LO

6BO, Nov. 25. 1778. ROEk 1.

J-pounder
6-pounder

12-pounder
24-pounder

John Muller, A TreatlDe
p. 261. -

b

The same-precaution, although to a lesser degree. was
7

urged for the light pleces.

The Park of Artlilery which prepared to e~ecute

these orders consisted of 10 artillery companies, muster
8

1r~ approzlmately 325 officers and men. There were also
9

the staff cembers from the various regl~ents a~~ a nUQbe~

7Considerlng the poor roeds, the need fc~ these
precautions becor:::es apparent III vie To'1 of the we13hts
1nvolvedl Caliber Light Pleces Heavy Pleces

cwt. ewt.
2 .., 8,4.//<1 11
4 - oiJli 19
8 29

16 51
of Artl1le~y (London, 1757).

8Companles assigned to the Park were, P~gsdale's, ~
Pendleton's, Oandrld6e's, and Bro~n's of F~r=lson's
Reg1oent- 141 effectlYesr Hoadie r

:;, r:ottls, Loc}.a;ood's,
and l~nsfleld's of Lamb's Regi~en~- 111 effectlves:
Donnell's of Stevens' Corps- 46 effective:;j and Lillie's
of Crane'n Regiment (Nove~be= mu~ter roll ul1avsl1ablc)_
December muster roll shows 27 effcctlves. Total nu~~er
of effect1ves- J25 offlcers end me'1. Rev'dRoll., 116-120.
Also. see Appendl~ E.

9Tha only staff Duster roll available for Kovecber
1s F.arrlson' 5, ShOif1.ng 6 present a.!".d. 1 absent. :ae'I'..IRolls,
116.

From \"arlous sources t knonn e.bsencen on the other
staffs indicate trnt not oo=e tr."n 10 ce~bers were present
for the carch, bringing the staff total to 16.

c
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of 1ndlY~dual officers end men assigned to various
10

special duties with the Pnrk. Altogether, the artiller-

ists probably numbered bet;;een 350 and 375 of all ranks.
11

Neither the exact nu~ber of pieces, no~ the number
i2

of wagons needed to haul the bgggage and equlp~ent is

lOOne special assignment, to whlch oen were assigned
from various units, was General Knox's Guard. During this
period, the Guard consisted of 7 meh. Ledger of Stores
Received and Delivered, i778-1779. Rev,S, C~XXI.

Although the sources are too incomplete to establish
an exact number, the total of such assls~~ents probably
did not exceed 30 officers ar~ men.

iiOn August 25, 1778, the ordnance in the Park con
sisted ofl 9, )-pounders; 4, 4-pounders; J, 6-~ounders;
i, 7i-pounder, 2, 12-pounders, 2, 24-pounders; 3, 5t inch
brass howitzers; and J, 8 inch brass howitzers. Aug. 25,
i778. 30B1< 1. ;;/ 71"CCI£S

•
At the time this listing lias ca,de, the infantry joro.s

well supplied with artiller~, in expectation of a move
against the British in He'l; York. Eotiever. once the deci
sion to 'iinter in Jersey lias ms.de and the ar;:]y began to
move, it seems likely that the infantry turned all bu"
the most essential nieces back into the Par!:. i~ost of
the brigades probably retained 2 light 3-, 4-, or 6
pound field pieces. \iashington thought this sufficient
artillery for most of the brigades going into the next
campaign. WGW, XV, 187.

In addition to the pieces ab07e, ohe Park also had
mortars to transport. Pennsylvania Pacl\et. Harch 6, 1779.

i2The Park apparently brought at least i2 forage
wagons, filled with supplies ani equ1p~ent, with thea.
Of these, 5 were u.s. property, the remaining 7 He::-e
privately- oiined. A Return of the Haggons &c \'lith the
Army at Middle Brook, April 12, i779, the Artillery Park.
Greene Papers.

Also, apparently each of the 10 co~panies attached
to the Park had its ow~ wagon for bassage and cqulpc=nt,
caking the minl~uc n~ber of wagons on the march, 22.
Gershom !'Iott to JL, Nov. 24, 1778. Lamt> Paper3.

c



present, to serve as drivers for the wagons and pieces.

Together with wives. servants, slaves, sutlers, and

-,
certaln~ However, the nuober of animals employed would

indicate tb~t both pieces and wagons were nu~erous. At

i~ast 22 oxen were used to haul the 12- and 24-pound

siege guns, the brass howitzers, and the mortars. The

J-, 4-, and 6-pcund field pieces were light encugh tc
~

be horse drawn, with little difficult].

There were probably between 75 and 100
14

civilians

camp followers, the entire column must have nuobered

about 525 individuals.

l;On D~ce~ber 13f 1778, the p~till~~y ~es drewl~~

forage for 51 ue.gon horses, 22 o:!:en, 2 Phaeton horses,
48 forage wagon ho=ses, 49 riding horses, and 21 addi
t10nal horses (at the Horse Yard in Washlr~ton Valley),
at Pluckemin. Since forage ~'ias an e,;tre!:i8 proble~ for
the ar~y, it seems likely that some o~ the horses had
already been sent elsewhe::-e. A Return of the Has'3'';1 G::
Rldlno Horses belo~~ing to Cenl KnoAes Br13ade of Artil
lery, December 13, 1778, at Pluckemin. Greene Papa::-s.

14The writer's estl~te of the number of me~ needed
to ha.ndle the anlnals, wagons, and pleces uhich made the
march; based on 4 horses and 2 men per wagon, ~ horse
and i man per l1ght f1eld piece, and 1 or 2 oxen, and 2
~en per siege gu-~, howitzer, or mortar.

Although it had become the practice for the Artil
lery to hlre civilian wagoners, ar& drivers for the
pieces, sometlc.es with their oun tea!:lS end equip;:nent,
there \fSS usually a sizeable number of enlisted c.en Hho
"lere detached for duty as ~;agoners and drivers. Hm-.ever,
the muster rolls for r,ovember, 1778, although not coo
plete, show not a si~~le artillerist detached for this
type duty,

The Duster rolls for June and July, 1779, show at
least 19 wagoners and 1) drivers detached frau t~el::

companies. Rev"Rolls, 116-120.

,
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I""



,

Wh1le all the reg1mental staff officers and mos~
. 15

of the company COQD3nders had horses. the rerna1n1n3

off1ce~s and enlisted De~ had to eith~r walk or, when

ever possible, ride the pieces and Hagons.

W1th so much valuable material and relat1vely few

men, £he'column must ha7e presented a tempting target
16

to roving Tory banis, or even a sort1e by the Brit1sh

1n New York. Before the column left FredericksDurg,

Kno: took the precaution of creating a strong Capta1n'~

Guard for protection at night. The Guard, co~nded by

a capta1n. conslsted of 2 lleuten3nts, 4 sergeants, 5
17

corporals, and 60 matrosses. Each evenlr~ the captain

set the GURrd out and 1t "rlas not relieved until an hour
18

before the column carched the next mornl~.

Washington had as~lgned the Park to caroh with the

1SA Return of the ~!aggon & Rid.l115 Horses belonslno
to Genl Knoxes Brigade of Artillery, December 13, 1778,
at Pluckem1n. Greene Papers.

16There lfere rovir~ Tory bs-~ds between Fredericks
burg and Klr~'s Ferry, New York. So~etlQe in late
November, 1778, a James Brad-ford, ifho Has ""a.tt1~ .:'01' a
COI!J.I:]issio:l in Iat:b' s Re31.J:len"C, and a Colo1'!el ilnrc. left
Freder~cksburg a~~ stoP?ed for tr.e night ~b~ut lO.m11es
fro1!1 Klr.g· s Ferry.. They Here 'taken pr1soner by a Dar-do
of 14 Torles. James Bradford to JL. Jan. 21, 1779.
Lamb Papers.

17Detal11 the first ceptsln, Nathgn1el Dor_~ell:
Harrison. 1 lieute~3nt, 1 seroer~t, 2 cor?orals. and. 17
matrosses; La~b, 1 11eu'tenant. 2 ser5eants, 1 corpo=al,
and 23 matrosseSi Stevens. 1 ser;eant, 2 corporals, and.
13 Il9.trosses: and Crar-e r 7 J:.9.trosses. ao, i':ov. 25, 1778.
ROBk 1.

l8Nov. 28, 1778. BOBk 1.
,
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of the region evidently slowed the march more than Knox

.the line of esrch nas directly behind the ?ennsylvanla
18

Une.
march to PluckeQin at 7 A.M.

hilly terrain and poor roads

began its
19

1778. The

The column

on Novecber 26,

stores and baggage of the Flying Hospital. together

with the baggage of the General Staff. Their place in

'.

had anticipated. He found 1t necessary to start the men
20

by sunrise on the 27th. However. by tr3t evening thir~s
21

were going much better, with the coluL~ reaching Crum
22

Pond, New ~ork, approzioately 28 miles from Fredericks-

burg. November 28 arA 29 were spent coveri~~ the little

•

more than 17. miles between Crum Pond and the EUdson

18CW to a~. Nov. 24, 1778. WGW. XIII, 323.

19BO, No~. 25. i778. ROBk 1.

, .

20Knox apparently did not blame the oen for the
delay. Although he ~d to warn them &5ainst burni~~

fence rails under any pretence, he ordered the Co~is
sary to issue every non-coQ..I:1i~sloned officer, ua:;oner,
and enlisted can a g111 of rum. 30, llov. 26. 1773. R03k 1.

. A gill 1s a measure of capacity contalnin; the
fourth p3.rt of a pint. \/ebzter I Z Unl-....ersal Die tionarv
(New York, 1936), I, 719.

I
"I.'1"11

21Knox co~?li~ented the ~en on their eon~uct in the
matter. of burnir~ r~ils ar.d assured them thst it save h1~
"the greatest Pleasure to see so high a sense of Obedi
ence, Discipline & Good order" a=or~ the men. He aga1n
had the Commissary issue a g11l of rum to every :an 1n
the colu~. BO, Kov. 27, 1778. ROEk 1.

22It is not known which of the 2 possible roads the
artillery took between Frcderlck9bu~o end Cruo ?or~. See
l1.!:tp A, precedir..g page 1 •

• I
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River crossing at King's Ferry, New York. The pace on

carter'S Company of F~rrlsonts Reglmen~, with'25 more
27

effectlves. For whatever reason, Knox evidently felt

entire line of march had apparently fallen behind sched
25

ule cros~lng at the ferry.

At King's Ferry, the Park was joined by Captain

Knox did not
24

on the 29th. The

theSe 2 days seems lntentlor31, since

order the march to begin until 9 A. H.

more secure at the ferrYi order1ng the Captain's Guard
28

cut in half, until further orders. November 30, was

spent ferrying the baggage a.~d pieces across to the west
29

bank of the Hudson. This difficult task acconplished
30

without mishap, the GenerRl found it appropriate to

23see }~p A, preceding page i.

24-Nov. 28, 1778. BOBk 1.

25The Pennsylvania Line spent November 29 crossi~~.

Thooas u. Bald~i'lnt ed. t The ?evolutior.:trv Jourr..:ll of
Colonel Jeduthcn 3aldwin-rBangor, f$ine, i906), p.-r40.
Hereafter cited as Ealdl'rin Journal.

26Carter had been ordered to move from the Highlands
to King's Ferry and await the Park. Nov. 21, 1778. BOBk 1.

27See AppendiX B.

28Reduced to 1 lieutenant, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals,
and 30 matrosses. Nov. 29, 1778. BOBk 1.

29Baldl<in Journal, p. i4-0.

30 Probably , each piece had to be dismounted, hoisted
with block and tackle, placed 1n the bottom of the boat,
and then ferried across, where the reverse process took
place. The wagons were so heavily loaded the. t they prob
ably had to be partially unloaded before the boats could
handle them. Nov. 30, Dec. i, 1778. B03k i.

I.,



23
River cross1ng at Klng's Ferry, New York. The pace on

these 2 days seems lntentlor31, since

order the march to begln untll 9 A.M.

Knox dld no t
24

on the 29th. The

entlre llne of march had apparently fallen behlnd sched
25

ule cros~lng at the ferry.

At Klng's Ferry, the Park was jolned by Captaln

carter's Comp~~ of Harrison's Regloen~, wlth·25 more
27

erfectlves. For whatever reason, Knox eVidently felt

more secure at the ferry; orderlrl.g the Captain's Guard,
28

cut ln half, untll further orders. November 30, was

spent ferrylng the baggage and pleces across to the west
29

bank of the Hudson. Thls dlfflcult task accompllshed
)0 .

without mlshap, the Gener~l found it approprlate to

23see Hap A, precedil'oS page 1,

24Nov. 28, 1778. BOBk 1.

25The Pennsylvania Line spent No¥ember 29 crossl~~.
Thocas W. Baldlfin, ed., The ?evolutior.~rv Jour~~l of
Colonel Jeduthan 3aldwln-rBangor, p~lne. 1900), p.-r40.
Hereafter cl ted as Baldl'rln Journal.

26Carter had been ordered to move from the Highlands
to King's Ferry and awalt the Park. Nov. 21, 1778. B03k 1.

27see Appendlx B.

28Reduced to 1 lieutenant, 2 se~geantsf 2 corporals,
and 30 metrosses. Nov. 29. 1778. BOBk 1.

29Baldwln Jourl'.el. p. 140.

J0Probably, each piece had to be dls$ounted, hol~ted
with block and taCkle, placed 1n the botto~ of the boat.
and then ferried across, where the reverse process took
place. The wagons were so heavily loaded that they prob
ably had to be partlally unloaded before the boats could
handle them. Nov. 30. Dec. 1, 1778. EOBk 1.

~'
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reward ever~ man in the colucn, lncludino the boatmen,

with a half-pint of rum for their labors. Ee also save

column 2 days to cover the roughly 11 eiles between the
J2

ferry and Kake.9.t, Me'i York~

On the even1r~ of Dece~ber 2, 1778, Knox' suddenly

.
explicit orders that

move at day bre~k on

everything be ready to start
)1

December 1~ nowever. it took

to

the

'.

ordered the Guard to be increased back to its original
JJ

strer~th, without glvlr~ any reaso~. That sa=e eve~i~~t

the British General Henry Clinton ~de an unexpected

sortie up the Hudson as far as Tarrytown. in hopes of

being able to attract deserters and to recanture the. J4
British troops captured ~lth Eurgoyne at Saratog~.

Although Clinton founi tr~t he was too late and nothing

was accoopllshed "by the move, the follo-..:lng evenine K~o::

J1BO, Nov. JO, 1778. ROBk 2.

J2They did not arrive until Dece~ber 2, 1778. See
~ap A, preceding page 1.

JJDee •. 2, 1778. BOBk 2.

34General Clinton was acting on lnfor~tlon which
had supposedly been given hlQ oy 40 of the Burgoyne
prisoners that rzd escaped (they were being ~oved south
to Virginia), and 1 non-co~issioned officer and 12
artl11erycen, ~erlcan dese=~er$1 ~ho r~d er=i7ea 1n
New York on Dececber 1. Clinton Kas told that the cross
1ngs had taken pl9.ce on UOvecber 27. 28 a!'!.d 29 at
Fishkill. 5e had 2 battalions a~~ the GU9.rds ~~be~k at
8 P.M. erA sal1 as far as Tarryto~n, where they four.i
that they were too late and the ?rlsoner$l 5ua~d too
ctror~. 3ernsrd A. Uhleniorf. tr~n~.• rte~olu~lon 1~
America _ Con:lde~tlcl Letter~ er.d Jo~=r~~~f 1/76=:734,
of AdJutcn& 0~r.cr~1 .J1or ~~u~~nl~~er c: ~ ~es~la~

'FOrces li,ew .o:-un~'HcH:t i..ew jer:ie:y, l.':tS7J, pp. ~)9-L}O~
Hcres.fter cited as Baur!::;els:~er Jou:-:-:..:!.l.

I



36
added 1 corporal ar~ 10 matrosses to the Guard.

Once the column left Kakeat, the roads and terrain

apparently improved, for it took only 2 days to cover
37

the 33 miles between ¥~keat and Pocpton, New Jersey.

From ?oopton. reached on Dece~ber J. the coluo~ warched

next evening Vealtown, New Jersey. The next day. Dece~-

south for about a third of a mile alor~ the ~1~ road
41

to Middle Brook. After crossi~~ Cr~=ber's Brook, the

that evening at P3nover, Ne~

39
it reached !o:or:-!sto'",n,' an"" the

ber 7. it left Vealtown at 8 A.M. ar~ oarched the last
40

7 miles to ?luckeoin.

The column marched th~ough the village and then

at 8 A.M. and arrived
38

Jersey. On December 5.

then

Walla"
43

road and

36Dec. 3, 1778. BDEk 2.

37See Map A. preced1r~ page 1- I I
." I

I",.

38BO, Dec. 4. 1778. ROBk 2.

39BD, Dec. 5. 1778. ROBk 2.

40Dec. 7. 1778. BDBk 2.

41See Hap B. following page 23.

column turned into the fields of Colonel
42

MoDonald. lined the pieoes up facir~ the

p1tched the1r tents.

42McDonald. a wealthy Pluckeoln resident, supplled
laroe quantities of pork, beef, butter, salt, nhlskey,
and rum to the Contlnent~l Ar~y. Dur1~~ the encacp~ent

'. at Pluckemin, he hosted nu.:lerous ell"1_~ers for the artil
lery offlce=s. Adaos Diary, and Azarlah Du~~ao Account
Book (Dec., 1778-Feb•• 1779), ~ut5ers.

43C11nton ~~p #225. The Willia~ Clements Library,
University of Hlchlgo.n, Ann Arbor.



CRAPTER III

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MILITARY INSTALLATION
AT ?LUC KE~lI II

NOVE',lBE?. 1778-f:ARCE. 1779

The tent encamp~ent. to the southwest of Pluckem1~,

was only temporary. Even before the Park of Artillery

reached the village on December 7. 1778, work had begun

Deputy Commissary of
4

November,

chosen by R1c~srd

:3
Ml11tary Stores.

~pon reaching Pluckemin sometl~e in late

peroap~nt eaop-site, located abou~ three-qua~te~s
1

ml~e northeast of the village crossroa~s. The site
2

Frothir~hau, a

on a

of a

appears to have been

1See f~p B. follow1ng psoe 2:3.

250me of his correspondence 1s among the letters of
Samuel Hodgdon in the Na.tlersl Archives, Washl:-..gto:l, D.C.

:3The l11litsry Stores Department was COlt;' nded by a I
Comm.1asary General of lUlitary Stores, at this tl:le ,U
Colonel Benjo.cln Flower. Those under him were a Deputy "'~
Commissary General (Samuel nodgdon), a n~ber of Conmi£-
saries, Deputy Commissaries, and Conductors of 11111tary
Stores.

'.

The Department's business was to "receive and deli
ver all arm~, ammunition, and accoutre~ents, of every
species and denomination, to provide and cont=act for
all such 'articles," and transport and. otore thec. JCC,
X. 144.

4The exact date ?rothlnghe~ a=rlved at Plucke=ln
1s unkn0l1n. 1-!owever, he drew 60 boards froc the Store
at Bound Brook, New Je~sey, on Novcmbe= 28, 1773 (80
more on December 5). A Return of the Lu~ber Delivered
out of the Store at Bound Brook fro~ ~ove~ber 27 to
December 5. 1778. Greene Papers.

24
,



f the York of Artillery, Fro thinghao , first,
p .

'tt:>- a su~ table place in which to c.eposit the
10ce. '01 -

especially the smcunitlon, which roe
5

~ought from Danbury, Connecticut. The 7illage's

oned St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a stone-walled

.trUc -t1ll"e, seemed to offer a lIVery safe st:ore place

.ecure from the l1eather and. other6Ace ldents. It arA. 1t

in fae t t used as a. cagazine.

-
SThe ammunition had been severely da~5ed due to

bad weather, poor roads, and the constant breakdown of
the "agons. RF to SH, Dec. 16, 1778. Hodgdon Letters.

The reason for the Military Stores w1nterin; with
the Park at Pluckemin was the fact that, as comcar~lng

offlce~ of the ~tille~y ~lt~ the ~i~ ~~~y, ~~~ ~l~c
was a subordlr~te board of ordnsnce whose responslbill~;y

1t was to oversee the ordr.ance "1".d mHitary 'stores >lith
the main army (evidently. the other elements of these
departments were not part of Y_~ox1s j~lsdlctlon).

JCC, X. 148.

6RF to EenjaI:lin Flo1<er, Dec. 1. 1778. Hodgdon
Letters.

Even though Frothingr.am does not specifically
mention the Church, 1 t was the only place ""here the

-ammun1tlon could safely have been stored. In fact, on
December 27, 1778, there iiere 2 ammunition magazines
at the Church, one of these Has the armyt 9 spare e~u

n1t1on which had traveled with the Park and, presunably,
the other belonged to the Hili te.ry Stores Department.
BO. Dec. 27. 1778. ROEk 2.

Later. Samuel Hodsdon rsd the Churoh lI:lproved as
e magazine and used it as a tenporery stora5e plnce
~or powder end e~unitlDn movlr~ to and frOG the er~y

dur1ng June, 1779. SH to Captain Au~t~n, June 15. 1779.
Hodgdon Letters.

The Corporation of St. ?cul's was fl~zlly paid
$280 with interest, for de~a5e done to the Church.
Somerset N.J. ~lstorl~nl ~~arterly, III (191)), yO.

I .
• ,
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20

Frothlngr~'s next task was to locat~ some place
7

suitable for the arcourers to work. Because the black-

~~1th shop at Pluckemin was not suitable, he took it

upon himself to begin the construction of a proper
8

place. The site he chose for the arcourers l shop was

to about 375 feet above the plateau. A single narro~

east to nest. To th~ east, the ~ountaln rises sharply

'0 1 "5 .,... -~.,.
,; -. 01 ---...

..-0""" .,.... .f'_,.._ 1" c:.__........ _...- --~

eye for topography and understood the needs of an artl1-

Whoever actually chose the camp-site had a keen

terrace interrupts the steep slope about 40 feet above

-.
in the northern section of what became the oilitary

9
installation.

plateau 1s approri=stely 500 yards lor~J fran north to

at the western foot of Second Watchur~ }~untaln. The

lery installation. The site consists of a flat plateau

the camp-site. From the western edge of the plateau the

ground slopes downward for a quarter of a mile to the II
I,

7Under the direction of the r.o~lssary General of
Military Stores. JCC, X, 145. Also, see Appendix J.

80n December i, i778, the shop was only a few days
away fro~ co~pletio~. rtF to Benjamin Flo~er, Dec. 1,
i778. P~dgdon Letters.

The shop Has probably built by :~e 2 companies of
artificars at Pluckeoin. See Appc:mix O.

9The ~lte of the shop Has eVidently d1Gcovered bY'
~3X Schrabisch in ar. archeological dig don~ in 1916 ar~

1~17i and reported by Schrabisch in the 3err.~rd5v111e

\.!..J.J..=a l!ews, in Decen:ber, 1916, and April :lr:::i l'sy, 1917 •

..e .......' 1iii



ready source of fuel for heat and cookir~, and charcoal

for the forge at the armourers' shop. The plateau and

the slopes above the site were strewn with angular

churu<s of basalt. This rock was both easy to gather an~

was ideal for bUl1dlr~ chicneys, small structures, and

simple fourAat1ons. There were lime kilns and clay p1ts

in the ~ediate area, providing a source cf mortar.

A~~, the ravines at either end of the site contained

st~eams which rose from springs r.ear the crest of the

mountain, provldlr..g ample, uncontac.inated liS ter for all

the camp's ::leeds.

From a strictly military standpoint, the site

possessed tHo attributes essential to both the Artillery

and the Military Stores Departmentl its proximity to a

network of good roads and its relative safety from sur

prise attack. All the roads through the Village ar~ the

ones with which they co~~ected ~e~e good for military

purposes a1".d. were considered capable of han:illr-s ilagons

lOThe \1rl ter I S obser'rs tlons and measurements.
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11
"of a.ny Burthen." Although these roads ..... ere e=cellent

the movecent of men and cupplles, they did not offer
fOT

a-rapid, concealed approach to the camp. All the roads

to the north, west, ar.d south, could be observed for at

least a m11e and a quarter, froo the plateau, ar.~ for a
12

mln1m~ of 5 miles, from the ridge above. S~dden attack
1)

from the east was precluded by fortified out.....orks to

the north ar~ south of the camp-Bl~e. However, most

1mportant, anyone actually attackl~~ tte CB.QP would have

to do so through a quarter of a mile of open fields,

which sloped upwa=d right into the mouths of the Park's

massed cannon..

Whether or not General Knox was familiar with thel',
actual camp-site before December 7, 1778 J 1s ur.kno~;n.

However, he wasted very little time in taki~~ his bear-

incs and ln gettlng the men settled 1n thel~ tents.

The morning after arrivifl.g, he had the cen at wor1c

l1BT1tish r!ap, "The Roads fTom the banlts of pissalk
R. and of Dead RiveT •••• " The Hlll1a::I Cle",.nts
L1brary, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

12This Tidge had such a comronding view of the
surrounding area tr~t it was desio~ted as or.e of the
alarm posts established to alert the local ~illtla in
case of a British attack. G~ to 3K, r3rch 2), 1779.
liG\/, XIV," 284,

13Appare~tly, these were the cause of the erroneOU3
report ~h.9.t "in order to give thee so=ethlr.,s to do the
park was fortified. .... " Baurtnelstel' Jou'!':'..9.1, p. 252.
Also, see r~p B, follo~lng page 2).

14Knox hed v1s1ted and stayed 1n the village a
number of ti~es, earlier in the War.
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on the camp. The work evidently did not go well. due

to n lack of organization and proper supervision. Knox

remedied this early the next corning when he ordered

all the ·Carpenters Wheelwrights & joiners to be taken

froD their companies and Excused froe Guard and other

Duty to join the Artificers and be constantly em?loyed
16

with them •.. ,. until the caIilp was :"lnished •. The other

men were dlvided lnto work squads of 15 men each. A

commissioned officer was assigned to each squad to

direct the cen, and the supervision of the entire proj-
,

"Colonels

18
bsgan at Troop Beatl~~t whenThe day officially

ect was to be shared jointly by Lieutenant
i7

Edward Carrington a~~ Ebenezer Stevens.
,

the men uere assembled, the muster rolls called, ar.d

the work squads fo~ed. The squads were then ~rched

to the camp-site. The actual work probably began about

8 A. H•• and continued until 1 P. N. The men were then

released from duty. They reassembled themselves into

"messes", each of 12 men, with 1 of the 12 assigned as
'"

15Gershom Nott to JL. Jan. 13. 1779. lamb Papers.

16BO, Dec. 9. 1778. ROBk 2.

Artificers ...rere soldier t!:echanlcs who served with
the artillery and e~~lneer3 during the Revolutlon.Sp~q,

p. 43.
17carrin5ton (1749-1810). commissioned lieutec2nt

colonel of the First Continental Artillery, No~e~ber 30,
1776. See EAR. pp. 184-86.

18Troop Beating occurred ~t various tlo~s: 6, 7,
7.30, and 8 A.H. At this point. prob"'bly st 7 A.a.

-----'----,---------~----
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their tent enceopment and were releasedback to
19

day.

once work on the camp hsd begun 1n earnest, Knox

C
ook. After an hour for their weal, the men formed

the
their squads again and \iorked until 41)0 P. H. They then

marched

for the

•began to notlce shortages of men worklng on the bul1d-

1ngS. He had originally ordered the var10us co~ar.ds to

supply a dally detal1 of 150 men, ani an approprlate-
20 .:'

number of off leers for the work squads. Thls was ln 21

addltlon to the dally Guard of 1 offlcer and JJ men. as

well as the carpenters, wheelwrights, and joiners, tem-

r, ,
porarl1y transferred to the artlflcers. By Dece=ber 15.

1778. the General was forced publlclY to reprlmand the

varlous adjutants for fal11ng to fl11 the quotas he had
22

assigned them. li~ uro~u chem to be more strict in curry-

ing out his original orders, but at th~ same tlce, he

reduced the (lork-day by half an hour (end e. t 4- P .l1. ) ,

ani ordered the ComoisS3ry to issue each man 2 gills of

rum per day. The adjutants sttll found lt lmposslble to

fl11 thelr quotas. and the ne~t evenlng Knox was forced

I'
,

II
,',I
"'1+

1930. Dec. 9. 1778. P.03k 2.

20Deta111 Harrison, S2 ~en; Stevens, )1 ~~n; Crane,
15 men, and lanb, 52 ~en. Dec. 9. 1773. 303k 2.

21Detal1; F~rrlson, 10 ~~nl stevens, 9 men: Cra~e,
1 officer ~nd 4 ~en; end Lacb, 10 cen. Dec. 7, 1778,

BOilk 2.

22Dec. 15. 1778. 30B~ 2.



2JDetaill r3=rlnon, 2 off1cers and JS cer.: stever-s,
1 officer ani 28 ~enl C~an~. 1 officer a~i 8 oen; an~
~mb, J officers and 55 men. Dp.c, 16, 1778. BOSk 2.

24Camp lUddle Brook, CO. Dec. 17. 177e.. \lCW. XIII.

The followino day, Dece~be~ 17, Washington issued

order uhleh substantially altered the plans fOT the

camp at Pluckecln. All the artillery units then 111th

the ]~ln Arcy at Middle Srook. New Jersey, were "as

soon as the weather will permit to join the Park at
24

Pluckemin." This order doubled the r.umber of·artillery
25

companies assigned to the Park, and sharply increased

the need for quarters. It also brought tosether a size26
able number of Knox's "Lads" under his direct COtl~nd..

2;
O
ut the work detail to 7 offioers and 120 men.

to

4i8.
25Durln;; Dece';"r, 1778, the Parl, was joined by i1

more companies, br::·.;1ng the tctal to 22. TheY' were I

Burwell's, Slngleto::.'s, Dvr~eY"s, Eddin5's, 3aytop'g
(November mu~ter roll), ar.d Coleman's (Kove~ber m~~ter
roll) of Ee.rr1zon's aegiment- 152 effcctlves; Bau~~n's,
Lee's, and Dou~hty'r; of L:lc:o's Reg-lmcl1t- 56 effcctlvest
and Frothir~r~m'~ (July. 1779. custer roll) end Saroent's
(September, 1778, mUGter rol~) of Cr~n0's Reg1m~nt- )8
effectives. Total eifecttves- 240. See Appendix D.

On December 22, 1770, Ebenezer stevens becawe 11eu-
-tenant colonel of 13mb's Second Continental Ar~ll1ery

(Ginee Lamb \'ias lollth HcDoug.e.ll 1.n the Highlands, Stevens
became the effective COCQ3nder of Lamb's 7 companies at
Pluckemin). The) coopanles of Stevens's Corps (only
Donnell' ~ CO::!l~eny ;,:as e~ PlucltCt!l1n), ',ol'ere Joined. to
Crane's Third Corlti~ental Artillery. ES to JL, Jan. 17,
1779. ~mb Papers. Also, see CI~pter I. page 5. foot-
note 16.

26APperently. th~s was one of the few t1ces durin;
the War that Knox ~3d cny l~r~e part of his 3r1gsde of
Artillery un~er his l=:Jedle.to cor:=sr.d. Hi( to r.leT.a.r.d.er
McDougall, Jan. 10, 1779. Alexander McDougall Papero.
NYRS.
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•• • the trunks of trees. cut 1n varioUS
ler~ths according to the size intended, and
are firmly connected by notches cut at thel=
extremities: in the ~nner of dovetal11~~.
The vacancies bet~een ~he logs are filled 1n
with plastering, conslstlr~ of cud and clay.
The roof 1s for~ed of similar pieces of ti:
bert and covered ~lth hewn slabs. The chi~neYJ
situated at the en~ of the house, 1s cade of
similar but smalle= tlcbers and both the
inner and outer sides are covered with clay 28
plaster, to defe~ the wood against the fire.

position ~han they had been in at Valley Forge. The

camp-site. the availability of raw materials, and the

lcrists found themselves in a far more advantageoUS

little previous ezperiencel and by the same men who
29

were to OCCUpy them.
When the Park arri7ed at the camp-site, the artil-

and axes. But their great utility for the Americen army

lay in the fact that they could be butlt rapidly, with

The o~ly tools required to build the houses were saws

similar circumstances the previous winter at Valley

27Forge. These houses were of simple design and were

constructed froml

Due to the "advanced season of the year," H was

originallY intended th3t the men be quartered in log

l1~uses, like those ,·,hich had proved so effective under

27Shn1i Journsl, p. 52.
28The c.rmj'" huts at fUddle B::-:.ok ...rere buil t ccco::-

d


1ng to thts plan. JaDes Thacher, ~111ta~Y Jou~~l of
the American Revolution (HArtfOrd, lb62), pp. 25

4
-55.

Hereafter cited as Tn~cher Jourr~l.

29Shaw Jourr~l, p. 52.

I
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armourers' shop made the modification ani refinement

of this basic structure an easy matter for the artl1-

lcrlsts •
The buildi"",s to house the men at ?luclW!:lin (bar-

raoks), were built on raised, dry stone four.dations and
30

probablY cont~ined some form of wooden flooring. The

abundance of stO::le at the ce.mp-s1.te allolied the men to

bUild their fireplaces and chioneys of stone and mortar.
31

The armourers ' shop was a ready source of nails for

roof1ng and,flooring, as well as other r.ecessary lron-
,

work. The extra tools necessary for this type of work

were to be found either amor~ the company's equlpnent,
32

or 10 the Military stores. p~d, the artificers, carpe~-

ters, \fhecl\;rlghts, and.. Joiners provided a pool of

skilled workers capable of instructir~ the other nen.

The barracks started en December 8, 1778, appear

to have been located in the southern section of the

camp-site. They consisted of at least 11 log houses,

;OFrom the exsm.lna.tlo:l of tho remal!ls by the writer.

3iNo nails were used in th~ buildings at Middle
Brook. but when /ola'" Schrabisch dug at the camp in 1917,
he turned up numerous nails at every buildlr~ slte.
From the Schrabisch articles in the BCTrurdsville NeHs,
especially f~y. 1917.

320n Febru~ry 4, 1779, the artillerists had in addi
tion to the1r other equ1p~entl 152 fallir~ axes, 8
spades, 10 shovels. 5 picks, 4 handsa.·tls, 6 grindstor.e3,
4 troHS, 4 carpenters adze~, and. 11 c.ssons 'C"("owels. A
Return of the ~arter r~ster General Storc5, ?ebru3ry 4,
1779. the Artl11e~y. Greene Papers. Also. see Appendlzes
D and G.
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e'l.uip",ent.

were probablY intended as storage huts for the co~pany

structures messurlr~ approxi~telY 8 feet square. These

To the east of these barracks. were at least 11 scalIer

Each of these buildings was apparently intended to 34

house the enlisted men of a single artillery company.

The end of each house "rias no more than a few feet from

the end of the next one in line. and all the chimneys
I

appear to have be e:l at the northern end of the houses. )

each measuring "'y.!'.r.o.':.imateY_2-6 f_eet by 20 feet. These \ -.5 ,'J
bU~~S were .n.rranged_ in a straight line runnl"-o ) i

~-

north and south, roughly parallel to the ridge line. I \). ~ ~

This I1ne of bar~acks. the storage huts, a few

huts for officers, baking facilities, and barracks for

the artificers and armourers were probablY the only

buildings under construe tlan i1hen Washington suddenly

increased the size of the encemp~ent. Although more than

200 additional men no" had to be housed, it appears that

only 4 or 5 new houses were started. Knox apparently

wanted to re_evaluate the situation. Finally, it was

decided that something more than just another winter

encampment \i'ould be built at Pluckemin. Instead, a

3JObservatlons and measurecen:s made by the \'lriter

at the cc~p-site.

34Since the American, had already learned the art
of bullding bunk-beds, 3 and 4 high, these ",ouses "ould
have provided ample s?uce to quarter :he under-strer~th
artillery companies at Plucke~ln in December, 1778.

,



t
military installation would be built at the

comple e
c~p_site. based on an idea which Knox had voiced 2

yearS earlier.
In october, 1776, Knox had submitted a proposal to

that Congress establish capital

for the improvement of the

be established in suitable facilities, and they be kept

stores. He also suggested t~~t a number of artificers

laboratories, filled with large quantities of advance

Congress en5~tled "ii1nts

Artillery." He sugoested

In addltlo~ to this. Knox urged the esta~ll$r~ent of

nan acadecy ..• where the whole theory and pra~tlce

busY workL~g on wagons, gun carriages, end ammunlt~on.

of fortlftcatton and gunnery should be tau.e;ht." Not.hl!".c;:

official was ever done with these proposal~, but Kno~

had unofficially established an "Accadecy" housed in36
one of the tents which travelled with the Park.

Now, in mid_December, 1778, a unique set of clrcuu-
I',,

,,11.,
number of a.rmourers a.nd. artif 1c ers, as \;e11 as the Hili-

-stances ,,,ere enabling Knox to convert his ideas into

37practice. The camp-site was ideal. There was a sufficient

35pcc. Oct. 3, 1776. Also. JCC, V, 844, fn 1.

J6N~thino 1s known about the operation of this
academy, only that it e~lsted at least as early as
Scpte:nber 27, 1778, ".'lhen a General Court ~~rtlD.l \las
ordered to sit the next da.y "at the Accadecy :".srquee."
BO. Sept. 27. 1778. ROEk 1.

J7Unfortur~telY, Knox failed to make any cention
of his lnter.tlons in this cattcr. In fact, his total
lack of reference to ~he installation 1s suspicious.
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""Sometime during mid_December, General Knox, his

Some of Harrison's and Lamb'S coopanies ar=tved at

wife Lucy and their daughter Juli~, the General's Staff,39

and his Guard moved into the Van Derveer house, about a

around it were cleared of trees, the men probably Doved

men. not other~ise employed. to be detailed each dey
38

for construction )fork. As the camp-site and. the area

soon as the oen were settled. y~~ox orde~ed all these

Pluckemin bet',leen December i6 and December 2i. i 778. As

the newly assigned units began to arrive at caDp.

..their tents from Colonel lfocDonald' s fields to the site.

the artillerista c.id not do "'ell at it until sooe of

probablY left to the artificers and other skilled men.

The construction of the barrackS was far simpler, but

were to be relatively complex, their construction was

S
tores Department being present. Knox H'ould soon

tarY
have nearlY half the artillery companies in existence

u~er his i~ediate command. And most important, Knox,

althoU6h only a brigadier general, was answerable onlY

to washir~ton, or to the Board of War.

Since most of the buildir~s for the installation

J8Dec. 21, 1778. BOBk 2 •

.-'39s
o
merset Histo:-ical ~rto~'ly. VII (1917), 16.

The mo~e could not ha~e taken place before Dece=
ber 10. c1nce Knox had to wait for fc=~~~~=e ~hlch t~ey
had borro~ed froo Captain ar.1 ~~S. ~nu=nn . .The we~on
carrying thls dlC. :lot 12..."e ifoo:-rlsto',1:l uncll Dece::ber 8.
Seb&st1

an
Eau~n to P~<I Dec. 8. 1778. 3n~~~n ?aper~,

NYRS_ Also, see ~~p S, following Fage.2J.
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construction had gone so well that Knox had to detail44
20 additional men to start cutting sh!ng~es for barracks.

began to progress at a better pace. By December ;I t the

possii.>le. He called upon the men to give the l'ior}: their

"greatest Exertions, It ani then increased the daily wor1\.
43

detail to 10 officers and 200 men. The work f!nall~

the urgency of complet1n; the barracks just as soon as

h
If northwest of the camp-site.

e "nd " ..
As Chrlstuas approached and most of the reoatn1ng

o~p..nies arri~ed in camp, the w4~ther turned ~qd. It

no~ed and turned bitterl~ cold. The day after ChrisC

~s Knox a~~ounced the arrival of a belated present.

He had obtained tOO pairs of shoes and ordered that
. ~1

they be d1st~lbuted to those 1n greatest nee4· However.

for some of the men this must have been a very un~elcome

present. once they received decent shoes. they would no

longer hav 7
-a valid eXcuse to reesin 1n their tents and

42
avoid the work details.

tIith the arrival of colder Heather, Knox stressed

4OKnox wrote that the "ea.ther on December 24 was
"colder than e"O'er it was in lapland." ffi( to Lord Stir
11ng. Dec. 27. 1778. KnOA Papers.

41Dec. 26, 1778. BOBk 2.

42Dec. 31, 1778. BOBk 2.

43Detail, Harrison, 4 officers and 105 cen: Crane.
2 officers and )2 men: and Lamb, 4 officers ar.d 6) =en.
Dec. 26. 1778. BOSk 2.

44Dec. 31, 1778. BOBk 2.
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there were still some men who tried to avoid

well as supply their proportion of the General Fatigue.

On JanU5ry 27. there were still i50 men assigned to the

Lanb's companies had to hork on their own barraCKS, as

and other skilled workers on the installation buildings.

assigned to the General Fatigue to assint the artificers

the ~~~ fl~shed the or1glr31 barracks and were then

now began on a "New Line of Barracks." intended for the

7 companies of Lamb'S Regpent. Throughout January. i779.

~or~1nS' Knox had to publiclY announce that. in the

fUture. bombardiers and gunners were not to be assigned

to guard arA wor~ duty as though they were corporals.45

as so~e of them cla10ed t but as matross
es

.

In spite of this and other difficulties, the bar-

rackS begun during December were sufficiently complete46

to be occupied on the evening of January 5. i779. All47

of Harrison's and Crsne's units (15 companies), and48

many of Damb's men werB housed in these buildings. work

45Jan. i, 1779. BOBk 2.
APparentlY, sergeants an~ corporals did very little

actual \'!ork. Although they must ha~,e helped supervise
and h:lndle the i:lell at the construc.t~on Hork, it 1s not
certa-in whether or not they ~iere lr:c.~~J.l.ded in the nUJ:J.ber
of men detailed fo::" the o.ally Horl<.

46Jan. 5, 1779. BOBk 2.

47see APpendiX B.
4Bstevens only ordered those Iilen ',tho were ectu!.\lly

1n th~ barr8cks to su~rep~er thelr ter.ts to the regi
mental qu~rter~ster. RO. Jan. 12, i779. ROBk 2.
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The fact that the q,uarters assigned the 7 companies

Capt Baumans Company to take the Room on the
Right Capt Lees on the Left. capt Doughty on
tile Rlght ne:c.t Bauz:.e.ns. Ce-.pt :·tood.ies Oi-1 t~la
Left next Lees. capt Hotts and Lete I·:a'ns
fields on the Right of the Center, & Late
Locl"'100

ds
on the Left of the Center-- As the

Room allotted for Capt Dought:rS Campy "'ill
be occupied for so~e t1me as a store ~oom
that Comp:r Hill divl.de thenselves to Capt
Baumans &; Capt Lees Rooms--

51

of Lam';)'s Regiment ',fere described as "rooms," not huts,

SufficientlY cooplete to be occupied on the evening of

February). 1779. as follows'

ble." KnoX declared that this would "add ouch to the 50

beauty and unHorDity of the File of the bulldi!'.os."

Although not finished, the "New Line of Bar::-acks" was

er~l Fatigue, sO tr~t they could devote all their time

to fipis
hing

their barracks. They were ordered to pay

particular attention to completina their chi~~eys which

"ere to be "o.s nearly of a bigneSS and height as possi-

49

Geper~l Fat~gue.
on February 2, Lamb's meP were released from Gen-

49BO, Jan. 27, 1779. ROBk 2.

50Feb. 2. 1779. BOBk 2.

51RO, Feb. 3, 1779. ROBk 2.

After subtract1r.;; the coomissioned officers, the
m~ster rolls for January, 1779, prepared d~rins the
first "eel' in 1'e'or1.1:3.ry, shOI'll Esu="n' s CO"'l'!1ny, 1

7

enlisted ne'" Lee' s Coop"n:r, 2) enlisted "e:ll and
DOUghty's COOl'!1!1Y, 14 enHsted ::en, Tl110 gave a tot"l
of 54 enlisted men to be divided between the 2 "roo",s"
mentioned above, If evenly divided, this placed 27 men

i:\ ea.ch "room." Revi-lRoll s , 119-
120

.



to believe that the tiNe...., Line of Ba'l"'l"acks
ll

sir~le, long rectangular structure, and
"ctuallY a
a row of 7 separate build1~~s. Today, the topog~a-

and phys1Cal remains 1n one area of the ca~p-s1te

to support this belief. This area measures 136
ppear

teet ~y 18 feet. Within this rectangle are a~ lea~t

7 evenlY spaced mounds of stone, each contaln1~ the
.

remains of 1 or more fireplaces. This seecs to irAlcate

that the "New Line of Barracks" was a succession of 7

rooms, each' approxicately 18 feet square with 1 or more
52

fireplaces. in a single structu=e.

By early February, 1779, the only part of the

I

fl.nlsh~ci. by the e.rtiflcel"s and.

the Acadecy buildin;. This stood
installation not yet

53
thetr assistants \o(as

Ii,
.n

on the l'.!1.rro\( terrace about 40 feet abo~e the pla.teau_ __ _ -" - '"i

and was easl1? the most lopresslve bU~ldlns at the

installation. The QAin room of this building measured

50 feet by 30 feet with plastered walls and an arched

ceiling. On tap of this section of the build1ng was a
54

cupola. At the northern end of the main room was a

"
"

II
,I,
'..

lean-to, runn1ng alo~~ the width of the buildi~~.

measurlr~ appro~i=atelY 9 feet wide and 20 feet lor~.

52The personal o~servat1ons arA cT~clr~tlon of
the site by the writer, p~rtlallY correlated with the
Schrablsch art1cles in the 3err~r~s~ille Ke~~ (1917).

5Jso~e of the h~r~acks for officers had ~~t ye~

been stc.rted.

54Pennsylvnnia ?o.ckct, !"'.'3.':'ch 6. 1779.
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February 18, 1779.

Work on the Acadecy was completed sometime before

55
length runnlng north and south.-"

At the southern end of the maln Academy room was the

"long room," measuring approximately 20 feet wlc:e and.

40 feet long, wlth the

A civilian visitor to the installation on that day

gave the following descriptionl

The huts of the corps are situated on a rls1r~

ground, at a s~all distance fro~ the road, ar.d
unfold the~selves 1n a very pretty oanner as
you approach. A rs~~e of flelc:-plece~, mor~ars,

howitzers, and hea~J cannon, make the frone
line of a parallelogra2; the other sides are
composed of huts for the officers and privates:
there 1s also an academy -,rhere lee tures ere
read on tacclcs and gunnery, end ~ork huts for
those employed in the laboratory •••• 56

There was a great deal at the lnstallatlon whlch

this observer fal1ed to cention. The northern side of

the parallelogram consisted of, in addition to the

laboratory, an armouers' shop, a work-shop for the

artificers, special sto::-age facilities for the 1'1111 tary

Stores Department, as well as a park for the Artillery's

wagons .. The side opposite the guns, at the base of the

mountain, consisted of, first, the line of barracks and

then a line of storage huts. Behind the huts, set into

-the side of the countaln, were varIous bakehouses. mess-

roo~s, and some of the officers' huts. The southern end

55t'!easureme::1ts and obse::-ve.tlon by the writer. r::-om
the Ber~3T1svI11e Ne;iS accour.ts, Scra~1sch never fo~nd

this slte.

56Penn,ylvanla Packet, Varch 6. 1779.

I



labor.

camp-site probably contained the bullock and the
57

rse_corral, at or near the mouth of the ravine.

All of this impressive worl:, was the accotlpl1sh

of a few hundred men and less than 12 weeks of

57Based on perso~sl observations and all of the
pre?10usly cited prl~ry sources.
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C1IAPTER IV

THE DAILY LIi'E OF T5E El,LISTED 1'~N AT ?LUC;S,·lIl:r

The life of the enllst~d men at ?luckemin can be

divided into tl<O dist1:1.ct periods. lihUe the men Horked --on the barracks arA other facilities, their life was

s1Cp~e. but physically de~·r.dir~. In fact, the daily

routioe was so strenuous and harsh th3t few restrlc-

tlons nere n2eded to keep the !!len in check. However,

once the heavy construction was co=pleted a~~ the oe~

were housed in their barrack3, life becaoe lncr~a31r~lj

complicated. A3 the dal11 routine beca~e less strenuous,
•

1t rias found necessary to re-lnstltute the ~S3 of rou-

tines and restrictions, which ~ere consld~red euch an

integral part of ei3hteenth-centuTj caop life.

Tb=oughout December, 1778, and into the first week

of January, 1779. the majority of the men spent a~ost

their entire day ~orkln; on some aspect of the cO~9truc-

tlan. As their tL~lform5 deteriorated and th~ weath~r

1
grew steadily ~o~se. oany of the m~n at camp beca~e 1~.

lThe situation was ~~d~ worse by the fact tr~t
lacb's aeg1.:::ilent r~d. no sur~~on (until :~rcn 5) to care
for the sick. ES to JL. Jan. 17, 1779. Laob Papers.

ArA. the surg~on in Crar.e's Resi=~~~, D~. Sa=uel
Ada~s, did not ar~i7e at ?luc~~~in u~~11 ?eb~~3r7 21.
Adams Dia=y, Feb. 21, 1779.

.'..
. .
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ggch Clorning. \ihen the men liere pe.raded. for Roll Call,

the list of men reported as either too sick, or ~i~thout

lon6er than the d2Y before. For those ey.~usad fro~ duty

at Roll Call, the day was spent in the tents trying to

keep as war:! and coofort.s."ble as possible. For th:Jse H'ho

had answered Roll Call, there were at least 7 hours of
J

gruel1r.g labor.

Some men would be detailed to fell, trio, ar~ haul

the trees to C3~P, while others stood ready to cut the

logs to length, notch thee, arA fit thee togeth~r. The

...
' ....1

boards erA t~bers fo= floors, roofs, a~ doors r2~ to

be cut with ~~~ds~~s, ar~ then n311ed into place. Once

the walls and floors were done, the sh1r~leg r~d to be

cut ar~ nailed into place. Those skilled in the use of

mortar arA trowel r3d to const=Uct the fireplaces ar~

bakehouses, while crews were out gatherlr~ a~~ hauling , ,,

stone for them. Whatever the particular duty, it Has

hard, tirir~, and punishl~~ work. By the time the men4
were again paraded, for Retreat BeaUr.;;; (4 P.B.), there

I

L',.

were probablY still more men not present to answer

their na~es at Roll Call.

2EO, Feb. 27. 1779. ROBk J.

JFor the daily work hou=s, see page 30 in c~~,te=

III.
4Dec. 15. 1778. 303\< 2. A:1d, 30. Feb. 27. 1779.

ROBk J.
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Boll Call. the oen were released fron duty
JJter

d
~ Thls probablY left thee wlth just enou;h

e flJ.

ht to gather their firewood, start or bu~ld up

e~enlno fires, arA ~ke wr3tever repairs possible

their unlforcs and equlp~ent. As the sun set, th~y
5

had to cook and eat their ever.lr~ meal, ar~ then
6 .

ole~~ their utensils. Thi3 done, the could sit arour~

their flre. sci

they ;;slted for

sip their e=tra ration of rue while
7

Tattoo Beatlr..g. After nettlir..; into

their tents for the night, it seens unlikely tr3t any

of them woul~ have had either the eneroy or lnclir~tion

50n i~rch 25, 1779. the offlclal dally rattor-.
issued to each American soldier HeTe listed as 1 21
ounces of beef or 18 our:.::es of porkj 16 QU;iCeS of bread
or flouri ar..::l 1 g~ll of "Spirits occe.sslor.ally, ,. as '"fell
as a quantl~y of ~oap a~ ca~~les. EztI3CtS f=o~ GO,
March 25. 1779. ROSk J.

Ho-..rever, the artl1le=-t3ts r~ce17ed 1 gill of ruzl
per day fro~ Dece~ber 10 to December 15, ar~ 2 gills of
rum per day fro~ then until the construction ~as co~

pleted. Dec. 10. 15, 1778. BOSk 2.

The artillerist3 also rec~lved quantltlea of cls~St
oyster~, and sona forI!l of poultry or fO:ll. Today there
are literally thou3ar~s of c13a arA oyster shel13 at the
ca~p-sit~, especially in the vac1n~ty of the t~ash pits.
There arc also h~dreds of bone fragcents froe b1r~s.

6The a~tillerists were ~~ll supplied ~lth utensl1~.
They ~3d at leas~ 101 ca~p kettles, 122 cantee~3, ard
100 bo~13. A Retn=n of Quar~er v3s~er Gen~ral Stores,
Februar7 4, 1779. Greene ?apers.

7At Tattoo Beatl~~, tha I:len were sup~osed to ret~e

to their quarters ani the night Guard ~as se~ out.

At this particular ~~=e, Tattoo ,ro=ab17 occ~~~d

at 7:30 P,M. 0:1 Feb:-us:ry 27, it '..las shlfted to 8 P.M•.
until further orde~s. 30, Pec. 27. 1779. ROEk J.

-,
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a few minutes' talk and then a full

'~
I,

,
"

Although the men in the barracks liere now <:luch

finls
h

liork to be done on thelr barracks, and ciuar
ters

..

more comfortable at nlght, they stlll had plenty of

hard work duri~~ the day. There was a great deal of

in thelr tents untll their "New Line of BarrackS" was
11

ready for them.

"AXes unflt for servlce" to their reglmental quarter

10masters. The remainder of Lamb'S men continued to live

into the barracks. they surrendered thelr tents end the

Lamb'S men as could be acco~odated. As these men zoved

the week until the evening of J,wuary 5. 1779, when

the first barracks were occupied. By January 7, it waa

reported that. althO\~h the buildings were not entirelY

finished. the men were under cover ani the officers
9

would be ln a few days. Thls apparently referred to all

•of Harrison's and all of Crane's nen, and as ~ny of

for much moreBthan

night' s rest.
Thia same bllSic routine was followed. every day of

110
n

February B, 1779. after all the enlisted
men's barracks were completed ani occupied, the men
l presu::l3-bly Lamb's) stnl had )4 CO::l::lO n tents which
were expected to be turned in trst day. Baxter Howle)
to NG, Feb. 8, 1779. Greene Papers.

BThe absence of elther complalnts or reatrictions
plaGed on the nen in the Orderly Books for this period,
is the best indlcatlon tnst little else was occurring •.

9ss to Sebastian Bau~n, Jan. 7, 1779. Sebastian

Ba~n Papers, NY<1S.

iOJan. 12. i779. BOEk 2,
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froc the pieces ar~
14

the Brigade Wagons.

each day, and more and
13

for General Fat1gue to push for-

Evidently, the pace and the strain of the work
•

began to progress oore rapidly. Now, ther.e was added

pressure from the officers to fln~sh the camp by the

authority and eX8.!:lple so as to see that "this most den-
15

gerous of vices" be er.d.ed as soon as possible.

In spite of this. h'ork on all of the buildir-3s
I,I,

that the officers be especially careful to use their

~agoner. caught would be pun1shed i~ediately. He urged

ticularly at Cards t It had b:-oken out a::.or.g ~he Den. He

warned t~At anyone, whether soldier, artificer, or

1nforLled tb.at the II pernicious practice of g8.::ling, par-

47

time and energy to gamble. 3y January 9, Knox had been

had slackened enough for so~e of the ~en to f1r.d the

see that it was safely stored in

atillery umcun1tio n and equip~ent

~ard the ~ork on the other bu1ldings. In add1t1on to

th~St KnoX had ordered the ~en to gather up all the

Qore men were needed

h ir
officers still had to be cocpleted. The vuri

for t e 12
e

Us
Guards had to be mounted

13By January 27, the Ge~eral Fatigue bAd reached
150 men and an appropriate nuober of officers. Jan. 27.

1779. B03k 2.

14Jan. 9. 1779. E03k 2.

" 15Jan. 9. 1779. ;;oBk 2.

12The Hain Guard at the camp, the ~.a.5azlne Guards.
and the Guard at the Bullock- 1 officer end 4) men.

Dec. 27. 1778. 30Bk 2.
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the flrs~
16

Alliance.

Even thoUO h oost of the uen were kept occup1ed

Although the affair had to be postponed until

polishir~ the e~u1pment end pieces, makir~ li5
hts

and

with the less streIl'..lOUS preparations fo:::" the ann1ser20

sary celebratlon-- clean1r~ an~ ~e~~~r~ unifor~9,

emy and other 1nstallat10n buildings was left to the
19

a.rtificers and. ether sl~1.11ed ,·rorkers.

daYs later the r-en on General Fet15ue flnlshed cost of

18their work. The core delicate finish work on the Acad-

Line of BarrackS" on the evening of FebrUary). and 2

1nel deadline. Lecb'S 7 compan1es ::oved lnto their ";re;<

the art111er1sts seem to ~sve just about ~et the orlg-

•

called to Fhl1adelphla and would not be back 1n time, .

February 18, because both l-Iashlr:5 ton and Kno:;: had been

d1n
ner

end dance on Februery 6, to celebrate

enn1versary of the Franco_~er1cenTreaty of

f1r
st

week 1n February, 1779, because of the declsion

of General KnoX and his officers to hold a spectacular

16WGw. XIV. 122 fn.

1
8

0
n

February 5, the Genere.l Fatigue was rec..uced
from 150 men and an spprop~iate n~ber of officers to
50 cen and J offlc",'"S, Feb. 5. 1779. B03k 2.

19Such as settln5 the 177 panes of 5
1ass

'"hich
Knox had ordered for the Acede~Y. The 51ass left ?hila
delphia on February 2. Jo~c. ~zll to ~o~ert Forsyth,
Feb. 2, 1779. Gree~e Papers.

1. 7But the men continued 't'iorklr.g on the building
for several days. RO. Feb. J, 1779. ROBk 2.

2030, Feb. 15, 1779. ~03k ;.
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On February 9, 1779, a General court ¥~rtial at

Regl:lental Courts Here co:;posed of offlce~s fro", a
single reoloent and could only hear cases agal

nst
the

men ln that regloent. not in701vir~ the death pe
r31t

y.
Thelr deoisions were reviewed by the com::ar.dlng regi-
mental officer. See APpendlX 1I.

2irennsylvania Eacket, ¥Arch 6. 1779.

22BO. Feb. 3. 1779. RO~k 2.

23There were 2 types of courts ~3rt1al held at
Fluckemin. General and Regimental. Generel Courts were
composed of off leers representir~ all of the regiments
present. They had jurisdiction over all cases in~ol~ing
any man enrolled ln or attached to the units at camp.
They ~~d the power to glve the death penalty and their
decisions. "rare revleHed by Kno. for comf1rz:ation or

denial.

Fluckemin tried and con~icted F~rrison's Quartcrrn3ster

(Ger
vas

Adams), fo~ drunkenness, among other thi~s,

that any of the huts were burned, but liquor evidently

waS beir~ sold to the men, and it apparentlY was ~~~in6

the effects KnoX attributed to it.

~rlgade Quartermaster to inquire into the matter. arn

to destroy any liquor found and i~ediatelJ set fi~e
22

to the hut in which he fo~~d it. There is no ir~ication

the source of Riot ~ Disorder," the Gene~al ordered the

21
for the di~~er and dance, and cleaning up the

some of the men found time to get themse1
7es

oaClP--
into troUble. It ",as reported to Kno:::, the same day

Lamb'S men co~ed into their quarters. that liquor was

b.ins sold to the soldiers in sooe of the huts behind

the yarioU~ barracks. "Such a pernicious Practice being
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Whether these men had actually coemitted mutiny,

or "ere really guilty of '.That would have othen:ise been

receive 100 l.a.shes. The :a::a.tross ...ras sentenced. to death

26
by hanging.

gunner to be reduced in rank to cstrosses , and each to

sentenced the 2 corporals, the 2 bombardiers, and the

~consldered lnsoler.t ane disobedient ~ehsvior, is net

The same Cour~ also con~lcted 6 me~ of outln7
l

2

corporals; 2 bombsIdle=sl 1 gu~~er: and 1 matross. It

form of punishnent not 50 likely to "rer.d.er a =n unfit
25

for service ever a.fter:tards •
1I

~A dismissed him from the eervice. It also tried and

convicted a bombardier and a matross for being absent

~ithout leave. The Court reduced the bombardier to a

24~trOSS, and ordered the mstross to be picketed for 10

minutes. The picketing entailed his stsndir~ barefoot,

for i~ minutes, on a sharpened stake embedded in the

grour~. The General confirmed the reduction in rar~,

but refused to agree with the Court on the plcketlr~.

He recoromer~ed t~st, in the future. the Cou=t fl~i some

Z4The acce~ted nractlcc was to substitute a reduc
tion in rank (at Plucke::.ln it ;las al~ra:;s to ~tro6S).
and the cQnsequen~ loss of privileges, for e portion of
a given sentence. If the con71cted 1~~1v1dunl b3d no
rank to forfeit, 9.u ,»Iith a c.atross, he si!:iply ~..9.d to
suffer severest pen,alty o.lloHable for that c:-1r.:!.e.

2590, Feb. 9, 1779. ROEk ).

Z6see APper.:ii'::: 1i.



that "the to.tmost peace & good order" p:-evailed at camp.

Colonel Lamb that these rumors were totally false and
,

seized the guns. Captain GershoQ ~ott quickly assured

with the infantry froD fUddle Brool<. had s1Dulta:leously

the troopS at Dsnbury. Co~~ectlcut. and the runo= had

qu1cl<lY spread that "the pack" ..1: plucKemin, 'in concert

certain. However. a mutiny had recently occurred among

In fact, he h,.2.d never "heard of a Hur~~urll froi:l the oen
27

even though they were r~rd at work every day. However.

"
, ~I

I "

and graphic punishcents would serve to dispel any fur-

seems likely that the officers trere Hatchir.s c8utiously
,

for the slightest hint of rebellious behav1~r. Speedy

of the preparations for the anniversary celebration, it

and the neW demands no~ being ~de upon them on account

w1th such rumors ciIculat1ng, the condition of the oen,

""ther thoughts the men eight have to'iards mutiny.

General Knox, however, had an almost paternal

to see the sentences carried out. At the last possible

sentences again9t the 6 mut1neers and began p~eparatlons

be given a second Chance. But, first, he had decided to

give the guilty parties a good scare. He conf1roed the

affection for the "en. lie apparently felt that his "poor
28

rebels in mourning" had suffered a. great deal and should.

27Gersho:> Nott to JL, Jan. 21, 1779. Lamb Papers.

28l!K to Alexan:l.e", l~~DoUS"ll, Jan. 10, 1779, Ale:<
an1er McDo~gall Papers, ~~HS~
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moment, however, he remitted the lashes for the 5 men

and announced thst Washlngto~ had psrdoned the ~atros3

(Andrew McFarllr~). All 6 ~en were released, and Kno=

'expressed the hope that their future co~Acct woul~

prove they had been worthy of his leniency. Eo~ever,

he promised that, in the future, should any "Flagrant

Violations of Dutyll occur, he would. see the Quilty
29

party punished with "the Host e::teoplary Severity."

With this threat fresh in their mlrAs, the nen set

about maklr~ the final preparations for the ar~iversarj

celebration. Kno:z:: ordered. that all the Den ',iere to 'be

paraded on the day of the celebration in clean unlfor~s

with ·thei~ hats cock'd-- coats hooked back and their
30

hai~' braided & turned up behir.d & Powdered." "'.ad this

been possible for ell the cen, it would have been a~

impressive sight. The artillery unifor~ at this tioe

consisted of a black coat with red facings, plein brass

buttons, white waistcoat and breeches, '.,hite .:;tock1ngs

and garters, and a black cocked hat with hair cockades
31

and white tassels. Unfortur~tely, oany of the oen in

29BO, Feb. 13. 1779. ROEk 3, D

30BO. Feb, 15. 1779, ROBk 3,

)laarold L. Peterson, The 3uvk of the Co~tl~er.tal

Soldier (Earrlsbu=3. 1968), P. 2)5. r.ere~Iter clteQ as
Bool: of the CO!"ltlr:enta.l Sold.ier.

P:"oc to= I 5

Pluckeoln) had.
XIV, 341-42.
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went outside to view a casslve fire~orks display, while

prepared ar~ served by the men. After dark, the guept5

the Academy buildir~ for a round of toasts and a dir~er

bes;in-'1ing of the festivities. The guests as'sembled in

a detachcent of men fired 13 can~on to announce the

when the important guests began to arri~e. At 4 P,M.,

were kept busy with last minute chores until 3 P.M••

which consisted of 1 captain 11eute~~~t, 2 11eute~~ts.

2 sergeants, 4 corporals. and 60 matrosses, each with
34

complete er~S and equ1p~ent. The other Den probably

mounted at the oamp a~~ at the magazine in st. Paul's

and had received supplies with which to repair and com-
. 33

plete the1r unifor!!ls.·
On the morning of February 18. 1779. a Guard ;;as

Le~b'S Regi~ent simply did not heve complete or service
32~ble uniforms. ~~rrison's men were in much better shepe,

since they had been in their barrscKS for several weeks

J2As late a9 j'~rch 14, 1779, most of the men were
1n need of vests, breeches, stockings, shl=ts, an~ shoes
to comp~eta or refurbish their uniforms. William st=acha~
to JL, l1arch 14, 1779. Lacb Papers,

33In oct~ber. 1778, 550 pairs of stockir~s ~ere
sent to them fro~ Phil~delphla and on Jsnuary )0, 1779;
they were sent, amor~ other things, 52 shirts, 71 black.
st~cks, 39 soldiers' ~2tg, 40 caps, 12 officers' r3tS.
108 dozen co~t- ar.d 138 dozen ve5t-buttonS. a 7ariety
of threads, 149~ y~s. of plain cloth, 1)8 yds. of se=3

e
,

86~ yds. of linen. and lJ2~ yds. of baize. Puolic Sto=e
Jour~3l, Auoust, 1778-AUbust, 1779. Vl=ginia sta~e
Library, ?-lc~or.d, Virginia.

34BO, Feb. 17. 1779. ~OBk 3.



cleanl1nes~ t appearance, and general health no',-; oecaO
e

O~e of the pr~ry concerns of Knox and his regi~ental

co~nders. The General ordere~ the Brigade Quarter

master to haye a "Su~table Nu.t:lber of Necessarys" dUO

behl~i the barracks of the soldlers J the officers, end

,

snow in 11srch and a sudden freeze in April, reeal
ned

'
37

mild for the rest of the encampment.

Probably much to the chagrin of the men, their

the Academy building was cleaned and prepared for a

~5

gala dance.
With the anntversary festlvltieG over, a~d most of

36
the installation completed, the yece of daily life at

Pluc}:e1l11n slo\;ed dmm.

~urln& the last week in February, 1779, the weather

turned amazingly clear and mild and, except for some

35Pennsylvania Packe;;, i'.arch 6, 1779.

Thr h.ppa~e~toug out the festi7ities. the enlisted men,
all th ./y, received no extra food. or rum rations, for
they .e r hard lacor. Exoent for viewing the fireHorks,
Thoses::m to h.ave been totally exclude~ from the affair.
nasoe,l thlOyed at the Academy bulldip,,:;, of course. Hit-

e proce2dlIl..gs.

36Barrac' ~n 1~~d to be b l KS for soce of the company officers Sv--
cO~~.<'''1 U It and on j':srch 1 f Knox detailed J 0001-
tho r1;i~n~~foff1cers and 15 "'en to build barracks for

icers. BO, l'~rch 1. 1779. ROBk 3.

37Bebee ~or.1, 19 da;s n rebr<:ar;' 21 and I'....y 30. 1779. there '~ere
Qnd on I-:a.rch of rain. On I-ts.rch 7. it snowed 4 inc"r_~,s,i7 • 19. an~ 2~4. 2 to 3 inc~.es. It snol<cd also on "3r

ch

r 9, there ~as'>, and on April 17. On April 17. 18, and
nt:lJ,l.t crop 1

n
a hard freeze which 1-:illed the earl:; .'

/ar, (J.r:a~; and arour.d Pluckemin. In Dr. 59-Quel .~dn;:lS "
roe 'rfe-e\- !"I - Dl9.ry) I the d"'-- of th- ~on·h and the c..o.Y of...... 'P"e f -,J - -- ,_ .... , -

~ allowed by the Heather.
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the artificers. They were to be dug very deep and be

covered with a lsyer of branches. Once finished, anyone

found "easing himself" anYiihe=-e else in camp 'fas to be
38

immediately arrested.

The men 1n lamb'S Regiment were particularlY lax

about their: personal. hygiene. Host of the men j;ere

afflicted with the "Common Disorder," probably some
. 39

form of body lice or impetigo. L1eute"snt Colonel

stevens, commanding the Regiment in Lamb's absence,

found it necessary to reolnd the company officers of

their duty to see th3t the men kept themselves clean

and properlY dressed, as cleanliness was so absolutely

necessary to their good health~ He recorornp.nded th~t the

officers pay special attention to inspect1n$ the men at

Morning Parade (Troop Beating). They liere to c hecle to

see that each man was clean shaven, his halr combed and

tied up, his h3t properly cocked, and his shoes black
40

eoed. Such admonitions were regularly repeated to both

the officers and the men, but they seem to have had

little over-all effect. stevens finally resorted to

38BO. Feb. 24, 1779. ROBk 3.

39A ship:nent of shlrts (234) "ss not to be dis
tributed to the men until they aere cu::"ed. wnun::!
strachan to JL, rarch 14, 1779. Lamb Papers.

4OFurther. the men who ;rere assigned. to sta:1d
Gua.rd were to be "pm;dcred." For this purpose they
could apply to the Reglcental '<'Ja:-ter=5ter (l-:r. Ho;i)
for flour. RO. Feb. 28, 1779. R03k 3.

~
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28.

the culprit. being securely tied to a tree or
post, receives on his r.aked back the number of
lashes assigned him, by a ',;hlp formed of seV
eral lcnotted cord.s, Hh1.ch sometll:le cut through
the skin at every strolce. However strange 1. t

By February 27, the inactivity of the men led to

from an account of a. lashir.g I

That this should have provided a memorable incentive

to avoid criminsl behavior in the future is e"ident

The Court had meted out a. total of 464 la.shes to 9 men.

gacle at Guard 110unti~.g on the morning of February

that they were carried out in front of the entire

duct. He not only confirmed all the s~ntences, but saw

cases, part1cular1Y for cri~es involving dru~~enness
42

and ~nsolent be~~vior. KnoX apparently decided that the

a s~arp increase ~n the number of General Court J-!ertial

by pUbl~clY express~ng h~S sorrow at f~nd~~~ men unde~

h~S com:ne
nd

',;ho were destitute of "thet decent pride

"hieh every msn ought to possess, in order to render

h~m Respected as a Soldier, especially ~~ Americen
4i

Artiller1.St. "

, .He further tr~ed to shame the men ~nto better habits

~~thhOld~ng.new breeches, vests, and stoek~ngs unt~l
the men had at least cleaned and repa~red the~r coats.

41RO, April 6, 1779. R03k 3.

42see APpendiX N.

4330, Feb. 27. 1779. R03k 3.
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had existed dur~ng the construction per~od.
46Sent~nels, properlY groomed, attired, and checked

spot. That ~ame day, KnoX began establ~shin5 a neW

p",ttern of rout~nes and duties to replace those "h~ch

of a comm~ssioned officer, "as to be arrested OP. the

limits after this tice, ~ithout the ·or~tter.·peroiss~on
Tattoo Beating. Any man found beyond the Park (camri

cers were to see that their men ;,ere in the barracks by

rolls, wr~ch were called every morn~ng at Troop Seat~l~45

and again in the even~ng, at aetreat Beating. The offi-

~ regularlY, were now stat~oned at the Academy build~ng,

. .
maY appear, a sold~er w~ll often rece~ve the
severest stripes without uttering a groan or
once shr~ru'~P~ from the lash. Th~S must be

.... ascribed to stubborness or pride. They have,
however, adopted a method wh~ch they say m~t~
gates the anguish ~n so~e measure, ~t ~s by
putt~ng bet"een the teeth a leaden bullet, on
wh~ch they chew wh~le under tha4lash t~ll ~t
~s made ~uite flat and jagged.

While the men were drawn up ~n forI:atio
n

to watch

th~S display, the General announced that, henceforth,

the company rolls would be called at Tattoo Beat~P~

(8 p.M.) every nlght, ~n add~t~on to the regi~ental

44Thacher Jourr.ol, p. i82-8J.

This. display ~y have had some short l~ved effect
on the conduct of the men. There was a slight decrease
in the number 01 cr~Qes cimmitted during March, 1779·
However, during April an~ f~y, 1779, the cr~~e ~nte
rose at an alarming rate .. See APpend1: N.

45BO, Feb. 27, 1779. ROEk J.

46BO , Feb. 28, 1779. ROEk J.

,



to be regularlY 9.Ss~gned to
ll8

Brook Hesdquarters. Throuoh

49The number of oen ass15ned to these duties ~as
to be entered on a mor~ing custer roll every day. RO,

Apr11 ), 1779. R03k ).

The largest single detsc~ent sent to Middle Brook
was 6, 6_pou~~ers, served by 12 officers and 120 =en.
BO, April 19, 26, 1779. ROBl, ). Also, see Ads~s Diary,

Y.ay 1, 1779.

480n February 17, 1779, KnoX sent 2, 6_pounders
to Middle Brook, in c~se the enemy used the absence
of so ~ny hlSh ranklr~ officers at the festivities in
Pluckemin as an invlt~t1on to attac~ the ~~ln ca~~.
After that, a varying number of cen and nieces were
kept at Hiddle Brook, both for 'Protection and to serve
on ceren:.on1a1 Qccaslon3. Stc.rtlng 'r'ilth !'3.rch, these
detaCh:!lents Here relieved every 2 or 3 ·r'I'eeks.

47This is tr.e only d1r~ct mention of this buil~
1ng. Its ~nstrucelOnt sIze, and location in camp are
unknown. BO, Feo.-ZS-; 1779. ROBk )-. -

were expected to attend. and they were to be clean.
52

well dressed, and powdered.

earlY ~pril, 1779, details of ~en were assigned to

forage duty; cutting coal, general work squads, and
49

special duty at Knox's Headquarters. By l~rch 2S, Knox
50

had arranged for a 11r. Blair to jOreach "Divine Services"51

every sunday 1n the Academy bu~ldin; at 11 A.M. The men

of aan ani pleees now began

command Duty at the Middle

i

n the rear ~f the parked wagons, in front of the 11ne47

of artillery pieces, and at the Guard House. Det~ch~ents

50Adams Diary, !~rch 28, 1779.

51BO, April 10, 1779. ROak ).

5230, April 17. 1779. ?lOBk ).
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R~ch!),rd Frothln3'na:l, at546.aJ.ly -..!Ork un:!:3r

53

E~en Gener..l \{ashlnoton 1".::>0. extra "ork for the ]!len.

all n.;>r
ch

31, Rno:: ordered 2 sergeants "nO. 30 nen

base and 20 feet high, -nith their interio::"s f1ll
ed

Hith

58brush. If it becam" necessary to fire the b"..cO
n

, lJ10X

to be 1
0

0 pyralllidS, from 16 to 18 feet squ..r
e

at the

This " ..s to be pe.r t of .. system for .. the spe"d1 ..sse"'
57

blin!! of the Hiliti.... in emeroencieS'. The be..
Cons

"er"

be..
con

built on the mountain .. in the re..r of Pluckemin."

In :Late [,...r
ch

, he sent Kno:;;: orders to h..ve .. sio~",l

On M>rll 8, he ,,150 assl&ned men to ,·;ork "nder capt"in

55 56
~oah Nlc01s, as artificers.

AlthoUS
h

these dutieS and routines kept cany of
would be given ample notice.

.. _., ~I'l 2° ,. 850'11.1"'" A ~ ",,-- •

I

______Iiiiiiiiiiii;;;;~1

57
"" ~ .... ., '23 1779v,, ...0 ~J J'J.3=-cn, •

56.~thOug;o the "cco~panJlr~ di",e~sio~S are not
e,,,,ctlJ the sao

e
, a conte",pora~11J d1:>~=:>~ 0: i 0: tr..

be..
Cons

is re?rod~c.d in Benson J. Lossi~. Zlc~orlab
Field Boo~{ of th. Revo1utlO!t (lIe" York, 185

1
1, ::::::. bOg.

- -;...-----

56The corc=ar.dir~ of~~ce~s of regimentS Here to
sea th3t Nicols ;,as suppllcd ·.;i~h ,,11 the b1:>o'<s:ilit;os
end carpenters he needed. BO, April 6, 1779. ?03~ 3.

AlSO. see AP~e~~i~ I.

53Detail' ~rrison, i sergeant ar.d 14 men; Crane,
6 men; arA 1.3.","0, 1 sergeant .. r.d 10 men. BO, ;.:arch 3

1
,

1779. RoBk 3. AlSO, see APpend
i

% C.

54see APpe~.di~ H.

55see APper.dix O.
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to which they were all 5ubject. Flr~117t on Ap=il 12,

the General ordered t~3t, he~ceforth, every officer and

not keep some of the nen from gettir~ into trouble. All

the men had to st::.r..d the seme for~t1ons and anS~ieT the

enlisted oa.n in cac:p, p..ot otheri;lse employed, \..s.s to

Ground. The cen would be divided into properly officeren

parade eyery mornl~ at 9 A.M•• on the General Par~de

divisions and, under the daily supe~vlsion of a field

officer. practice the field flrl~~s ar~ oa~euvers nec-

essary to the "service of the .trt111ery in the Field,"
•• t
'"•

until 11 A.M. ~o mske sure tr3t every officer end can

attended, the rolls were to be called. ft~yone absent

60
As the oen e~eTcised each day, Kr.o~ evid3ntly

\flthout just causa was to be arrested and p~~lshed for
59

dlsob~dlence of orders.

noticed a great daal of confusion a~o~~ the offlc~rst

as well as a::ilong: the I!I.en. To rectify this, he issued a

complete plan for the ~neu7eri~~ ar.d the deploj~ent of
61

artillerj in the f1eld. In the future, he e~pected both

officers and me~ to make sure tr~t they ~de the~selves

famili.:!!" ':lith ~~1is pl:m, e.n:i c.illo er.tly P!"~Ct1C2d it

59BO. April 12, 1779. ROEk 3.

real

60'Aost or h.s 'O-a" ·c". '/{""9 p-o....""b'·r :lo.... ~ ,,' .... .,,0"-., "" _ • _ ~... ... _, __ -J •• - "" _ ....

flrl n
- s' ""e -o .... .'1~- ·,as _"I"''l'''' ~,., ... ·OU.. r ""_ .... 5·' ..,17_.~f _..... ;:- "1..:.. ... _, ,._ <:;- -~ • .::. ••--,.... ....,:.;r-·

61see bppendlx H.



h"'d to be postponed to 11aY 14, "hen66
receive 100 lashes each. on the

5 other men were to

But, the executions

one last effort at scaring the men into obe~ience. He

ordered every officer end man in camp. even the offi

cers' waiters, atterA Par~de on tne morning of llaY 13.6,
to witnesS tne har~ir~ of Robertson, Baker, ~nd Ford.

of all nis men had failed. Eowever , ho apparentlY made

AS l\9.y began and the number of men tried by Courts

Martial steadilY increased, KnoT. must have realised

that his previOUS efforts ~t making obedient soldiers

the men from tne afternoon exercise so they could Ilas,h

their clothes and otheroiise prepare themselves for the

"DaY of Pas
tir

.;;. Prayer. &. Humiliation" on Y.ay 6. 1779,6lJ.

as directed by the continental COngress.

the dally routine occurred on !'lay 5. "hen Knox relieved

en
ougn

to move tne practice nours from ohe morning to
62

bet"een lJ. and 6 P.I'I. T;,is dallY exerci"e "as continued

,illt
il

o.rtiller,' units bego.n to be assigned to infantry
63

co~nds for the comir~ campaign. Tne only break in

62BO, April 29, 1779. ROBk 3.
63The first assigr.J:lents were made sometiI:le bet;teen

tlaY 20 arA 25.6~o~ p~y 5, 6. 1779. ROEk 3. Also, Adams D1~ry,

tlaY 6. 1779.
65A special Guard of 6 officers and 86 armed ~en

was ~lso to be present. BO. ~.aY 12. 1779 RoBk 3.
66BO, ~laY 13. 1779. ROEk J. ~lso. see ,APper.di~ N.
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to resort to su~-~ry puntshment. In the future, any nan

Yet despite these pun1shoents, the tlgh~cn1ng of

69securtty, and the work of prepartng for the comtns; cam-

patgn, Z General Courts }~rttal "ere needed to handles70

crimes during the last Z \·,eeks tn Hay, t 779. Kno7. began

inspecttr~ the ca~p a~ the Guard, htmself. He found.

many of the men so le.x and unsoldterly that he dectdec!.

ence of the assembled men, "ho recetved. on thts spec tal68

occaston • another sermon from Mr. Blair.

daY of executton, at the last moment, Knox announced

\1e.shtn6ton' s pardon of Ford and !bker and. hts reprteve
67 .

of Robertson. The lashes "ere admtntstered tn the pres-

'670n V3Y 12. Washington confirmed the senter.ceD
against the 3 men for violatir~ Gection 6. nrttcle 1 of
the Articles of War (c!.esertion and attempting to go to
the enemy). On I';:"y 13. he sent Knox perols

s1o
" to remi'c

the sentence a;a1nst Robertson If K~OA thought there
"as any hope of hts beccmir.5 a 5000. soldier. \lhen KnoO':
extended a full pardon to Robertson is nol: kno·,m. A
fourth man, i'lace Nevill. was convicted of the came crloe
by the same Court, but "as not sentenced to death until
}~y 15. \iashington pardoned him 0 n MaY 19. GO, Hay 12,
19. 1779; and Gli to ffi>, i'~y 13. 1779. 'riG',I, xv. 49, lOS,

and 63-1;..
68Adams Diary, Hay 14. 1779.

690n ~$y 15, a speclal Gue.rd of 3 officers and 81
men \<as formed for the camp and magazlne. Each post "as
to be proVided with a "drum & fife" and the men were to
be fully armed. Also, all enlisted r..en >tere restricted
to their barracks after Retreat Beatlng. for the remain
der of the enc"",pment. The follo·.,in; day .......Y 16, Knox
issued parole and ceuntersigns to all the Guards, and
these were to be used for everyone er.terlr~ or leavlr~
the installation. SO. I''''y t5. 16. t779. :\03:( 3.

70See AP?cn~1x N.
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.'•

-,,
trying to scare them. for their mlscon~uct continued

73
unabated.

}~rtial. unlesS there were some ehtraor~lnarY circum

72stances. The men apparentlY believed that he was slmp17

to intervene in favor of any man convicted bY a Court

foun~ sitting on Gu~r~ coul~ have 12 lushes u~ministere~
71

on the spot as punishment. But not even this messure,

apparentlY, hO~ the ~esired effect. on ~sY 21. General

Knox simplY announced tl~t. since his past leniency had

been abused. in the future, he uoul~ absolutelY refuse

710n llaY 30. KnOh inctltuted a slt:11ar provision
for any man caught ""sting or stealing a","unlti

on
• 130.

l\3.y ~6. 30. 1779. RoBk 3.

'72130. Vay 21. 1779. ROEk 3.

73See APpendi~ N.

.".



CHAPTER V

TilE DAILY LIFE 01' TliS OFFICERS AT PLUCKEflIll

Although the dailY life of the artillery officers

and fed, since they were of ten' able to supplement what

seems lilcely that they "ere considerablY better dressed

personal needs "ere talcen care of by others. And. it

have to build their own barracks, and most of their

little discomfort and nQ real hardship. They did not

For5
e

• From the beginniT-6' the off icers suffered very

more pleasant than during the previous winter at Valley

during the construction, life soon proved to be far

absent durir~ the hardest part of the enca=pcent, haV
1

ing be"n furloughed by K.nox. For tl'05" ;;1.0 ·.el'e in ,,;:,.mp

dramatic contrast to one another. fmny officers were

of the er.ce.mpcent. the t',IO patterns of life werc in

e~erienced by the enlisted men. Throughout the period

celebration, the chan6e was not as drastic as that

at Pluckemin also changed with the completion of ehe

major installation facilities and the gala anniversary

J

",as regularlY supplied to them.

iAs early as November ). 177B. Washington had
etated that he was "desiroUS of affording t;,e office,s
an opportunity of seein<; thei, friends and families as
far as it Can be done consistentl,' Hit;' the ?ublic\c
Service." Ee then established a forcula for eac;, of
hie com~ndere to follow in 6,antir~ fu,lou;hs. Extracts

froe GO, l~ov. ), 1778. ReEk 1.

64
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Even those offlcers whO remnlned In thp'lr tents et

more spaclo'~s anil comfort:lble, and provliled more ~al'mth
II

then the common tents. AlsO. some of the offlcers had

common tents lssued to the men. These mar~ues ,-,ere far

men. The offlcers llved In msr~ue tents. lnstead of the

camp were fer more comfortable than ~ere the enllstcd

from csmp that the offlcers ,-,ere elther late sttendlor.;;)

Mornlr~ p~rade. or falled to shOW up at all.

slde for sultable acccmmodatlons, som~ of them SO far

unlts had to search far lnto the surroundlnG country-

datl
Ons

In the homes of local resldents. ay the tlme

the unlts of artlll~rY ordered detached from the lnfan

try. began to arrl.ve from ~llddle Bro
ole

, lIel'l Jersey, all

the lodglr~s afforded by the vll~5e and the lonedlete
Z

area had apparently been taken. Offlcers from theSe

When the column arrlved at Pluckemtn tn Decemo
er

,

l7

78
• most of the offlcers, llke the enllsted men.

probablY pltched thelr tents south of the vlllcge. In a

fe~ dnYs. ho~ever, ~ny offlcers found ~armer acco
mmo

-

ZKnoX hod orlglnallY lntenileil to grant furloUGhS
only In emergencY situatlOns. HOHever. the lack of
accOmmodatlons at Pluckemln seems to have cr~n5ed hlS
mlnd. ffit to JL. NoV. Z5. 1778 • Lamb Papers.

)RO. Jan. 12. 1779. Roak Z.
liThe offlcers llked these tents SO much that the~uarterr~sters h~il illfflculty gettlng them to turn the

tents In. ~xter ;;o;«e) to 1:G. Feb. 8. 1779. Greene

PD.'perc.

,



6
servants, with them to take5

slaves, or

ohOP firewood, and to ~o such other ~cnial tasks as

could be excused from construction duty to cook ~cels,

.care of their personal needs. Even those less fortuJO"te

probablY had little trouble finding an enlisted ~an who

brOUght their

Although there were probablY feHer thsn 60 offi7
cers of all ranks at camp during Decem~er, 1778, some

might be found necessary.

ASSUI:JinS tr:.3.'t 0.11 9 of Crane' s o~!'i.ce:'s ~;erc ?:.-es~r:.t
in Decembor, 1778, t~cre ~ould r~~e =~en 55 o~~~cers 1~
ca~p and 51 1n Janu~:,y a~d :eb=~~:'Y, 1779.

Unfortunately, the rol15 for Crane'g 4 companies
are not available for thi~ period. ~~o·..:eyer, their :-0115
for the general period shoW a total officer ~crcr~th of
17. From varioUS sources, 9 of tbc::se officers are It!1O~'';:l
to have been at camp at variouS tiocs.

In December. 1778, the 7 companies of Lamb'~ Regi
ment 1"..ad a tota.l of J2 offlce:'s of their roll::. Of 'these,
4- Hero prisonerc, or on comcz.r.d, a::.d neycr cace to cn,:np;
9 Here on furlough by the end. of th~ nO:1t.hi c.ni 2 Here
on the reBlmental ~t~ff. leevlr~ 17 cO~1~ny officers
present. There Here 2 regi::lente.l officers present, and
3 absent. Total effectives for the month, 19; in Janu
ary and February, 1779, this number dro~ped to 17.

7In December, 1778, the 11 co=?~nies of F~rr1son's
Regiment had a total of 37 off leers on their rolls. Of
these, 5 '\'fere sielc, 01' on cco.-:.-nd. c.n1 ne-,-e= came to
campi 7 Here on furloU5h by tho'.} end of th~ ~onth; ar.o.
2. '!'rere on the rec:;lmental staff, leavin:; 23 COOp::lny offi
cers present. T11ere Here 4 resit1ental offtcers present
and 1 on furlou:;h. 'rotal effcc~ives for the mon\;l~, 27:
in Januar:t E'~nd February ... 1779 t thia nU'!lber droI::POd. to

25.

5For example, the .~thony t=1ed in Decembe=, 1778,
for theft is d.escrioad as a "!;egro belol"".g1nc; to capt
Carter. n D2C. 12, 1778. B031o:. 2. Also, see APpenc..1X: !L

6
cap

tnin Lillie and a servant were d1sp~t~r.ed to
meet 2 of Kno~'s cou5ins. HK to William Knox, Jan. 10,

1779. Knox Pepers. "

,
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was
capt~1n l1eute~znt.

8
of the Day. and his

issued whatever spec1~1e orders

secorn l1euter3nt, as Adjutant ;.

The ~.djutS'nt ',.ras speci~J.callY ch!lrged >lith seeing

•,

failure on the part of the regimental adjutants HS'S to11
be reported directly to General Knoz. The ~djutS'nt also

quotas of officers end men for the Ho::l' squais. Any

that the regimental edutanto provided their p::oper

the lieuterZnt Rnd the ~en &SSlened as Guor~s for the
10

day "ere posted p::-operly.

of the encampment. the O.D. peroo~llY ~~d to see that

men complied with these orders. Duril~ the ea.rly weeks

were necessa::-y to see that KnoT-'S co=nds "ere ca.rried

out. and the ~.djutant Has to see 'oh"t the office::-s and

assistant, a first or
9

for the daY. The 0.0.

desigllated as the 0.0., Officer

of the~ spent a great deal of their time visiting the

10
c

,,1 residents, or their felloH office::s. The duUes

to .,hi
ch

officers ,.,ere assigned at this ti"'e were ie".'

ill nUll1ber, and never very st::-enuous • &lch day a sen~or

,

a.sslEned, b'iJ.t
a. different

iOBO, Dec. 2~. 1778. ROEk 2.

i1Dec. i5, 1778. BOOk 2.

9zscn dS'Y the hdjut~nt "as selected f::-O~ a differ
ent com~~PA: Dece~oe::-'16, 1770, from stevens's; Dececoer
i7. from c::-en"'s; Dece",be::- iB, fru~ !.:I:"o's, Dece!:oe:- 19.
from nsrrison'sl and Dececoer 20. fro~ stevens's. BOEk 2.

8&lch day a different officer ',',,-s
the officers uere not necessa.rilY frO!l

co=~r.d e~ch day.
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The mo",t difficult assig~ent for ap~ of the offi-

most of the officers Here froe to ta.lce advantage of any14
comforts a.nd social Ufe tl1eY could find. I·!any of them

\'Ihatev
er

their specifiC dut:r tr..o.t da:r ••.fter the

men had been released for the day (Retrent Banting),

that the constrt:.ction uent accordir.s to pl.:ln.

this work, the officers were responslble for seeing

plent:r of sergeants and corporals to assist thom in

they lIere car::-ied out properl:r. Even though there "ere

day outside, giving the ",on directio~s and oeeiEl.3 that

t~n for the others. They were expected to sperA the

these officers. there "as SUghtly ",ore disco:o
fort

•

available. although probably not ver:r '"lllir.<;. For

never more tr.sn 10 off~cero '"ere regulnrly asoi:;nec'. to
13 '

this duty at one ti:lle. enough officers l<ere alua:r
s

dnilY supervision of the constructicn. However. since

cers. during the early part of the enc,,,,,pcent. "as the

h"d to see thnt ",pecial c'.etnlls were ""'I'.ned pro!'erly
i2

~nd set to work on schedule.

12Dec. 28. 1778. BOBk 2.

14~hny of the officers in ca~p tad horse~t ~~th
"hich to ."lsit tr-e other cr":JY ca",ps, or res~c'.cnts. ?or
those "ithout tr!lr,ocor::atlo", the "Ul"3e of:er.:: ;;of:'s
Tavern e.::d. Inn, a:::i ?':",.e~1~e I s e.r.d ~~c:o·....en I 5 s~ores I

where con',ers"'::~o" a"d, e.lco',ol caul:' .,,-sUy be fou~.d.

1301'. Dececber 15, 1778, ~~ox ordered 9 office::-
S

,
in addltio

n
to Carrln;:;tO:1 or ste',ens, ·.,ho nltel'n"ted

in the over-all supervislO:1, to supervioe the cen .sch
dny. On Dececber 16, the nu",ber "as cut to 7 and then
raised to 8. on Dec~mber 26. EOBk2.



dined together, and someti~es were fortunate enough to
15

have guests to e~~nce the conversation. Once the orig-

inal barracks \;ere completed. in early January) 1779 t
16

the social llfe at camp became easier. Although a nu~
17

ber of officers, particul9.rly I.amb's, uere still living

out of camp, cost of the other officers had moved into

their barrs-cks.

During the last 2 lIeeks in January. and the first

2 weeks in February, 1779, the officers p::obably worked

harder than ever before. There were hundreds of details

to be taken care of, if the arM~iversary celebration

(of the Frar~o-AmericanTreaty of Alliance of 1778) was

to be the ~teller event they plcnned. !~~!~t~t~ons ~~d

to be sent out, ~uantitles of food and caterlals h~~ to•

be gathered, ani ~ost lcportant of all, the g~and Acad-

amy building had to be finished. YillOX prob~blY never

f.our.d it easier to get Ris officers to ~iorl{. ft.nd the

officers-were probably never so zealou~ about seeino

15Baldllin ,Tourrsl, pp. 140-41.

16In early Jc.nuo.ry. 1779,' the 2 Hinslo·.., girls
(Knoxis cousins) arrived for a vlzit. They provided a
refreshing additlon to the officers' social l1fe. SS
to \lilliao KnoX, Hay 25, 1779. Knox Papers.

17While the acco~datlons re~lned so poor at
camp (just for Lacbts office=s)J Stevens was willino
to ip~u16e the officers in ~etalnlno their lod61r~~
elsewhere. However, the~r Hould h!lve to be =ore dil
1gent in 5etti:-~ to ca:np in ti::e for ~!or:1i::3 Farac.e,
co they could receive t~zir o~iers an~ do their eu:,.
RO, Jan. 12, 1779. ~OSk 2.
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n do th9ir duty.
"e '

on the day of the anniversary celebrntlo~, Febru-

1 i8 , 1779. the officers of the Contir:ent",l Artillery

plucke",in proudly greeted bet"een 300 and 400 offi-
.t 18

S and gentlemen, and about 70 ladies. Amon¢ thecer

gUests were G~neral and HI's. Washin;ton; General and

W.S Greene, the principal officers of the ercy froe
..,. • 19
Middle Brook; Henry Laurens, the late Presl~ent of the

20
continental Congress J HilllD.!il Duer, a promlnen"'; HeH

Yorker: and alDost every lmport3nt personage for ceny
21

miles around Plucke~ln.

The festiv1ties >rere started at 4 P.li. "Uh the

firino of 13 cannon-- one for each of the sta.t;cs of th~

new nation. The guests then \'Tent into the Aca.dc!!1Y bul1d-

ins and sat down to a round of p~triotic coa~ts, a~i n

dinner Hh1ch "uould h.a~;e c.o:"1e honou:- to th~ t<:l.ste and.
22

opulence of the t::.ost flQu::-lsh1r:g cltiec." After do.r!~,

the gu~sts went ou~s1de ar.d p:"obably lir.ed the ~err~ce

on uh1ch the ACEldem:l buildir:o stood.. Belon them, on tt':.~

parade grour.d, was a Greek te~ple~ 100 feet lo~~ a~~

proportionately high. The temple cons1sted of 13 arches

18I[{ to H11lia'" Knox, Feb. 28, 1779. Knox Papers.

, 19EAR, PP. 599-601.

20UR, p. 339.

21Penn c vl-,on'o Vllck-t Y~-ch 6 1779- _.~. ., I~" ., •

22Nc\i' Jc:"cev Jou:-r.n.l, ~eb. 2J, 1779.

,
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t

After the fireworks, the guests re_entered the

the Army. pro~ided the dence ~unic. General wesh~~~ton
26

ond ~tts. jl."tcY- opened the boll and. acco
rdins

to !le~~727

lCI>-oY-. the guests "dc.;~ced ",11 lli<;h
t

." 28

The c~lebration a Greot success and 0. source of

ciens from the artiller,·. probg.blY undcr the direction
25

of Lieutcns.nt Jol1..'" lli\lUl. Buperinter.~ent of !-!us

io

for

Academy building to find e~erythins cle~red away, end
2lf

the ro
olll

no" net up for a ball. The lecture ros'or= had

been con~erted.into a stand ror an orcr-es
tr

£).. The ous

i

-

supported bj' 0. co
10

.=de of the corinthian orders. su=23

rounding the to::,.ple "ss a ,""ssive firel';o"I<S displ0;{.

-
2311e>l Jere

e
;: Gc.zette, :''''.rcl1 3. 1779. Also. nce

;--- - - -- -
~ppe~1i~~~ ~ ~nd L.

2!fRenl1 c}'l""n~~ ~o.c\:c.!, 1·\3.rcl
1

6, 1779.
25Hi",nl. a first. lieuter."nt in cro.

ne
' S Reg~1Jlent.

"e.s o.ppol.nted Inspector and super~ntenden'c of 1,'U5io ;0;:

the t.:J:"-Y bY Ilashinston on J\.l\Su~t 19, 177
8

• l!e ret",i

ned

thiS position, >lith "he pey ar,d rations of a ea"t"ir...

until June. 1783. '11G'.1, xlI, 337.

26Th~cher Jo~~r~lt ~. 159.- - - -27u::" to \'lillJ.C::l Kr.o" , ""0. 28, 1779. Kr.o7- papers.

28LioutSI'2-nt \IHllen Sc;:"-ch,,n rcpc;:co
d

t.ho.
t

":>",e
officers had been dieap?Ointed b~ the affai;:. Thoy felt
th£l.t toO ~,ny 5~~sts h~d beon inv~ted. cr.~ that thO
f ireliorks l\3.d no t boen os opoe '00.0" le.r ,,0 "heY l'''d. been
led to cy-pe

ct
• f.olicver, Stl·IO.ebe.n elld "ot "ttet:

d
hies

elf

,
o.n

d

h~S letter see':" tin:;e(\ IIith jeel
ouS

:>' to·"e.::

dC

hiS
new suocriOI", Stevenc, "ho ho<l cCl cueh to do "ith the
plo.r.ni;'.s of tl'.C af1""'::' willial:l scrce,,,,·r. to JL, l;o.rch

llf. 1779. Lamb r,,-per
c

•

-
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oonversZLtlo~ and enjoyable metiJoTlcs for m3.ny l!l.o!!ths,

~nox was eager to cee life at Pluckemin ass~me a ffiore

cl11tsry air. Hlth the installation virtually c0~plet~d

and functlo~~l, n~~ discipline becooi~ a problem ~~O~

the men, the General began to expect ~ore fro~ his

officers. He evidently was not ev~rse to thel= social

life, or to the lodging of some of theo away from camp,

as long as this did not interfere with their duty.

SOr.let1l:le after) P. H., on Februar;' 25. 1779, Kl:o:c

received word of an e~erDency, probably ne~s of the

surprise attack that mcrnlr~ on the j~ericsn garrison

at Elizabeth, Nen Jersey, by the British stationed on
29

Sta.ten Island. Thereupon, KnoX lAsued ordPT"~ t.hRt fon..r

J-pounders and two 6_pouniers. Dsnned by 9 off1ce:-s and

84 cen, be lcmad~ately prepared for action) with Li~u-

ter.a.nt Colonel steven3 com:t.andlng. 'rhe !\len "Here 'to tak~)0

along their bla!tl~tsJ Elr.i ''l'hsl.tever provisions they h£.d~.
At 5~30 P.H.) however, these ord~rs had to be conr;latelY

char..gad. No;.r, two 3-poUl"..:iers a.nd. four 6-pounders "rere

to be readied f and. a ne~i l1st of officers Has asslg:"led.

EV9rythir.g Has to be ca.de ready to move at 0. l:lorn~nt's
)1

notice, at afl.y hour of the night. The det~ch!::l:ent "i9.1'i;;ed

through the night, but was ne~er call~d into action.

29\iGW. XTV, 15),

30BO~ After J o'Clo~k, Feb. 25, 1779. n03~ ].

)llJO. R9.lf ufter 5 o'Cloc!:, reb, 25, 1779. ?-03:, 3.



AlthOUgh the next corning. Febru~ry 26. General

-the exception of the field officers, who did not yet

33have barrac:es, aere e::opec ted to be in their Quarters at

camp. He ;;ould give them a ",;eek to give up their 10d5

32in5
s

else;;here. :aut, after I,~rch 4, all officers, "<ith

"reColillllerJied" th~t. her.ceforth, the officers li<"e at

camp. "For this and other ueighty consio.oratio
ns

,· "-,,ox

tactins the officers who lived at sooe distance froo

smoothlY. Thero must ~ve been some difficulty in con-

re~dY for action, thir~S apparentlY h~d not gone t~t

Kr~~ stated his complete satisfaction "ith the res.o
nse

of bOth the officers and men in getting the pieces

and the co~er.cement of
35

then, all offlcer~ were to

one of the "otMr "eighty considerations" ".hich,

emy. scheduled for ~~rch 1,
31}

1nstruct1on there. sta=tir~

KnoX must ,,-,,'Te had in cino. ,,,,s the opening of the Acsd."

eamp.

35E~en ~~OX'S a1cet ~~jor Sa~uel s~aWr was eX?e
to appl;; hl.:nself "to st"o.," as soon as :"-e Aeac.e::' ".
opened ano. the lectures begar.. SS ~c Secas

t1en ~~~::a
Jan. 7, 1779- Se~~s~tan 3aa~~ Pa?er~, ~YhS.

Also, KnOX ordered trst the officers turn ln ,,11
thelr tents to the regioental Quarter~stars. BO, ~~I
2, 1779. "ROBle 3.

34BO, ?eb. 23, 1779. ROBk 3.

32BO, Feb. 26, 1779. ROBk 3.

330n Harch 1. 1779, '-no" oro.ered a spec 1,,1 datai"
to cons

lst
of 1 officer, 1 s"rgear.t, ",.Ji 15 "an, to ",

each day on the flald officers' b"rracks. BO. r~rch 1

1779. ROBI< 3.



•• . particular and eX"?9.nsive Kno:ilcdge of
their Profes~1on ~d ~~k1r~ the=selves bet~~r
Q~alified to d1schsrge the duties of their
respective stations-- . . . that they will
apply theoselves in Good earnest to the Stu~y
of this so essent~~l & necessary Branch of
scicnce-- The Duty they owe themselves-- a
Beg:ud for their o~ln ?.e:pu'te.t1on an1. the Just
expectations of their Country I ••• will
1n:1uce every Officer to ~.y the clo~est &:

mOBt diligent Attention.
53

36BO, Feo. 23. 177~. ROBl<: 3.

37Colles (17387-1816), born in Ireland. emigrated
to America ln 1765. He became a promlnent inventor and
lecturer on scientiflC ~tters. From 1775 to 1777. he
"as an instructor in the p~tillery Dep~rtmen~ of the
Continental Army, and taught the prlnclples of projec
tilos. After the ~F.l.r, he ",a.s interested in road',jays
and canals, -publishing several \lorl:s on these subjectS.
He died. october 4, 1816. DAB. IV. 301-2.

38BO. Feb. 23. 1779. ROBk 3.

39Prloo:- to ~hrch 16, 1779, J~mes Giles end a ~~.
Richards, l'lil1t~"y Co::ductors. arrived at ?luokeo

in
.

They '"ere \laltlr,z for co:;:",lsslons a3 lieutenants in
Lamb's Reg1c;ent. Kno:< arransed fo" the::> :0 contin"e :0
receive thel~ sal~~ies as Co~~UC~O~3, o~t ~a~ =~e~
rel1.e

ved
of dutles ,so t:'1a: they coule.. e.tter.~ Coll~s'::;

l~ctt.:.::-es. Jatr.es Giles to JL, v;::-ch 16. 1'179. la:cb

po.pe:::s.

for S01:1e of the men "aiting for co"""issions in the
39

Artillery to attend the lectures.

In addltion to the officers, Y~o" also made provi3ion

hope that the officers would take advantage of this

opportuni ty to galn a :;lOre

nttend lectures at the Academy every day of the week

e"cept sund"Y. The lec tuo:-es. on "Mathe"a tlcks &cc," 36

"ere to be given by the "Prcceptor " of the Acsde:>y,
37

Chri3topheo:- Colles. The General expressed hls slnce"e
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orderly ser-
offl.cers and)

42
Court, and the

building "hen they lIere !!!oved there from the
40

lecture room. to make >lay for a Ceneral Court
41

on J>I.arch 15. The 14

Although the officers were now confortablY housed

In spite of Kno~'s high hopes. attenda~ce at the

so well that Knox ordered it to prevail every ti~e a44

Cenercl court Martial was scheduled to sit.

"long Room" to be l.r.adequate. This arranse!!!ent worked

~l!lrtial

geants
J

who cons~ltuted the
4)(6-1

4
1, evl.dently had fourA the aval.lable space l.n the

regular

~cade~y does not seem to have·been very good. Colles

o.nd the "centlelilen" "ho attended his dany lec cures

apparentlY had ample space in the "lons Roo!!!" of tne

Academy

Regimental courts 13rt~al cons1s ted of a captain
or captcin lieutenant as president and 4 licute~~nts as
",embers. Each Cour" was assigned an orderly sergeant.

4)At least 6 of these ",en "ere probcblY u=.d9r cuard
uhen the court ;j.9.S convened. See APpencil'X u.

44)30, l!3.rch 17, 1779. ROB;': ).

4O
A

lthoU;;;h the "loDS RoO!!!" was almost as lo.rge as
the lecture roo!!!. not all of th~S space was free fcr
use by el.ther the Court or the lectures. The "lon-:; iloom"
o.pparentlY housed f~cilities for the O.D .• the :.djutant,
e.nd ,<I'S the site of a greet cieal of Br1gade businesS.
See Chapter III, psges 4~ and 4i.

4i)30, March 14, 1779. ROBl< ).

42Ceneral Courts 1~rtial consisted of a senior
officer, colonel, lieutenant colonel. or major, as pres
ident: 2 capto.ins, 4 captain lieutenents, and 6 f1rs

t
or

second lieutenants as members: and either a cantain or
a captain lieuter~nt cs the judge cdvocate. Elleh Court
was also assigned 3 orderly ~ergeantG.
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rurther speeches on repaJ.r1!"-3 un1fo:=::lS, altl:o..~h 0100.:1-

the futu,:,e, the re.;1:o.ental G.uarter=.e.ster~ HQuld b2 held
46

to strict account. After this threat, thel'~ Here ~o

failed, the General got results by nnr.ounclng th~t, in

uniforms repa1=ed and clean. Hhen repeated ad=onitio~s

tr.at it tlas their duty to see th... t the ",en kept their

that they were to take their proper stations at the
. 45

front of their nen. Knox had to rem1~d all the officers

rc
cind

lamb'S officers repeatedly t~~t they were to

to snare in the daily duties, Knox and his re51:ental

commanders found it difficult to get the off1ce=s to

do their duty towards the enlisted oen. steve~s r~d to

o.t camp) and more officers ~'fere retu=n1n.; fro::l furlo~oh

Considerino the number of officers presc~c dur1~~

47April, and the prospect -of many more in calilp duri!1.6

•

I1ness remained a problem.

There were alsol 12 co~~nlesl 1 at West Po1r.t, 1
at Fort Schuyler, 6 i.1 the Hlghlsr:~s, J a.t Albany, a:rl
1 at Fi,hl<ill, "amountir.;;; to about JOO !:on_eo,,:n~,sioned
officers & p..c.nk &. File or.t1tted in the above." ?.etU::-:1 of
the Arcy to Regulate the Dl$~rib~~ion of Ca=p ~qu~;3;~,
A?r1l, 1779, St::-er~~h of ~he Se~eral D2par~~e~ts. G~eer.e

Pape::"s.

45RO, Feb. 28. and Hareh 2, 14, 1779. ROEk 3.

4630, April 21, 1779. ROBk J.
47Durino April, 1779, there were 104 regimental

and company officers present at ?lucl~e!:!:.in: also J
surgeons, 2 surgeons' ~tes. 99 sergeants, 47 dr~~ers
and firers. an~ 50) ra~~ and file.
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hg,d already been
49

1 t. J':O\'1, Lieutenant

4e
MaY. 1779. ~ashington nnd Knox started to arrar~e for

the settlement of as u.any of the disputes concernlr~

the seniority of officers, as possible. The senlo~lty

of the officers 1n Lamb's Regl~ent

arra~~ed and Congress had approved
50

colonels Carrington, Popklns, and Stevens were appol~ted

a Board, to sit each day at the Acade=y bUilding end

receive the claims of officers 5i
1n F~rrlsonfs Regiment.

The seniority between Colonels Crane and tacb also had
52

to be settled-- by a Board of General Offlcer~.

During ll.arch, April, and 11ay, the officers slzQ

hsd to see to the enllst~ent and re-enllztment of their

48Durlng Hay, no new furloughs were granted to
officers and most of the previous furloughs had expl~ee,
or ~ero very' shortly due to expire. RevWRolis, 116-120.

49The order of senlority '\-ra.'31 Bauman, Lee, '.Jool,
Doughty, Hoodle, Hatt, Bliss, Hall·:er, LoclCi";ood, Porte:-.
Hansfleld, end Bronn. Thl~ had been settled by a :Board.
of General Offlc2rs and ·approved by Consress. ?CC, Dec.
11, i778.

50Lleutenant Colonel John Popkins of Crane's Third
Continental Artillery. Appendix o.

51 The Board "as to start s 1t ting 0 n J'lay 11, 1779.
BO. I·lay 10, 1779. ROBk J.

52Washington sent out a circular to Artillery
colonels, Infor~lng the~ tr~t as soon as they subtltted
their claims of rank, he would appoint a Board of Gen
eral Officers to settle the questions not resolved by
the earlier Board (SeptelOber, 1778). Gil to JL, :':"'rch 1"
1779. Lamb Papero.

Lamb submitted a statem~nt of his elaie Im~edlatelJ'
and came to Pluckcc.ln at the e:id of j.~y, to p::-ese:1':. his
clai~ to the Board. JL to G~r ~~rc~ 12, P~y 29, 1779.
la::!lb :?s.pers.

,
------
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donase. The dame-sed articles55
1-i111to:ry stores Deps.rtment.

Each officer responsible for and enlistme~t, or
re_enlist"ent, received ~10 for every man who passed
muster. ~xtract9 from GO. Feb. 7. 1779. ROEk ;.

55Host of th~ dam!:iged equip::lent end am=unlt!.O!l
"as turned in bet',leen April 1 and Apr~l 20. 1779.
Bev\-lS. cxy..x:. Also, see APpendixes F and G.

56Between ~3Y 11 ar.i June 4, 1779. the artillery
companies received a tremendous a~ou~t of equ~?=en~ anc
amounitio'" ?ev',IS, CXIIX, CX:il. Alao. see APpcnciX G.

53To encoura;e enl1s~~ents the continent~l Con
gress offered bounties in clothlng and lane, end to
encourOlse re_enustments for the duration of the ',;ar.
bounties not onl)' ~n clo-th~r~ end land, but a150 l~
money up to ~200 per can. Extracts from GO. Feb. 7.

1779. nOBle ;.
51<By mid-i.:a.rch. 1779. ma.ny men in Iamb' a Regiment

had re_enl1sted and oany ~ore ~ere expected to.
\Iilliam str:?chan to JL, i·\arch 14, 1779. Iamb Papers.

dance was even worse t~sn that of the enlisted men. The

~n the field. They were also expected to attend Sunia,

"Heet~ngs" at the Acade"y buildir~. but their atten-

~,ox's plan for maneuverir~ and deployir~ the artillery

expected to atter~ and pra~tlce the da~ly exercises of

The companies then had to receive ani properlY store a

full complement of equipment and acmunltion for the
56

coming campaigt:-
During Apr~l ani i~Y. 1779. the officers "ere also

of storage and checked for

had to be delivered to the

5;lll"",n~es. Th~s apparentlY "as progress~ng at a bette::-
CO r- , 51<
rate than eT-pected. Furthermore. they had to see that

all the company equip'.:lent and ammunl tio n \'las ta~en out



79

General publiclY announced t~t he had noticed the

absence of "severnl Gentlemen of the Corps," and hoped

that 1n the future their "const!lnt & Uniform" atten
57

dance would serve as an example to the cen.

In spite of the increase in t~eir duties and

58
routines, the officers fou~d ~ore and ~ore tl~a for

social activities, which were "ple:.9.s1ng enough to sat-

1sfy a reasonable per::.on." At a mooent's notice, it was

possible to gather "a score or tHO" of ladies for an

afternoon of tea, and a tI~ocial hop" 1n the evening,
59

apparently at the Academy bul1d.lno. There 'ias almost a

n1gh tlj' round. of

ani at the hones

dinners at the cl11tary lnstall~tlon
60

of residents 1n the vicinity.

All of this \'ras takino pls.ce t '\'rhile t;."e men \'lere

becoming more disobedient and. General Court=- J'la:-tial
61

were beco;!ling almost a ',ieelcly affair. Since Kno7.: hosted.

57no, ,~y 5. 1779. ROEk J.
58 ln early April, i t ~-:as o!'dered thst e-tery morn

ing reports i'fere to be' ins't;ed., sho'i'ilr.g the dlspo~itlon
of every ~n in the CO~~~~y. RO, April J, 1779. ROEk ;.

595S to \l1111a", Knox. ~",y 27. 1779. Knox Pepers.

60Bcg1nnir.g in mid-;/.:lrc;', 1779. D:=-. Samuel Aiams
at"'.d a nunber of off lcers ~ade the rour.d.~ t vlsi tlno
Colon~l HcDor.3.1d; j'i:'. Crene, j·:r. j1elcck: Hr. DOU61c.s:
Hr. Henny; Hr. 3ls.ir; Hr. 3relolsterl 1':=. noss: Hr.
Vorheess t Hs.shingto:l ' s Eeadquarters: j(nox' 5 Eead
qu~rter~; th2 Academy: and. Dr. Thacher at the Vlr~lnla
Camp, for dlr~er an~ an evcnin~ of enjoy=en~. Adaos
Diary.

6iSe e A?pcni1x N.
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ma.ny of the soclal e-vents hbs~lf: he certainly l'2.S not

averse to seeing his officers

he Has ~incerely disappointed

enjoy theoselves. t:o~rever,

62
in their laxityo and held

them to be at least pa=tlally =cs?Qnslb12 for the trou-

ble aI:ong the enlisted ::.en. \Jhlle he ar.nounc ed t!".2. t in

the fu'Cu.=e hls leniencj could not be coc.nted or:. by the

~en, he made it clear to his offlcer~ t~~t he consld-

ered it a reflection on their coniuct when so cnny men

r~d to be arrested and convicted of crl~es, which would

have been a~olded if the officers hs~ done their duty
6)

proper1:r.

Although d1sappointed Nith oath his officers a~

men, lCr.ox was a~are t~t vital, and ic~or~n~, c~2~~es

had taken place at ?luckeol:"l. As he a':ld ~;ashi!"-5~or:.

assigned artl1_erj un~ts to the varlou~ ln~antrJ co~-

ms~A3, Kr.o~ felt opt~~istlc acout the prospects for the

CO::li.r:g campaign ..

620n Y37 19, 1779, ~~o~ fou~~ it r.~cess~~y to lec
ture h!a off~ce~s on legal procedure. A Genersl Cou=t
r1artial hz.~ acquitted 2 ~e~ of ~ll~~~~~ a prisone~,

ur~ar thel~ care, to escape. They ~~d =nde s~te~ents,

but the Court called no ~ltnesse3. Tfl~ Co~== ~e~la=ed

tb.3.t the escape Jo"l.sd ta~>:en pl~ce not: th=ou,;h ::~e :'le;l!
ger.ce of the Guard, but be~au3a the Gu~rd :~d been
insufficie~t. Knox r~plied tha~ this was p=ocab17 the
Qi<1y inst;anc~ where "the ca:-e ipse dl:::1'C (he h1.:J3elf
""'d i;-) o~ n ",..1 ~a~or '0· ba>~ j"~-"'~ "'uj'!''ic'e""t- -'.... -u~_ .. ~;:I. ..... _ IJ.':::''':' _<:; ...... _:::>~_ ~ ..... _Oi_
an acqul t ...al." ::o'tf~ve::": Kno= di~ COl"':~).=:2 the j'!..:.df)~=~::!t

of the COl.l.:'t, a~d rel~aged the ~e~. 30. :·!a7 19, 1779.
ROEk J. Also. see Ap?e~~~. N.

6)EO, f~y 21, 1779. ?03k J.

.
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CHAPl'ER VI

THE RESULTS OF T:-E HI!:TE;R 2:\~CAi'!PH:::t~"T AT ?LtiC!S!'IIN
DECEJt3::R. 1778-JU1:S. 1779

Durir.g the first week in June, 1779, tr:e Con::lnen

tal -~Y passed through Plucke~ln on its way no~th for
1

the Ca~pa1gn of 1779. As each l~~antry b~lgace ca=ched

through the '\-illage t 1 t Has joined by 1. ts a-::-t~11ery

complement. Washlr~ton ~3d ~eclded t~at the sr=y r~~ to

"t.9.ke the field as light ~s possible" ar..:i h.9.c. orde=ei

KnoT." to provide each brlo:a~e ;;1~h no ~o=e tr2n 2 light

field. piec.es. Even the Park lias to be st=ip?ed. to ·~re

essentials for this co.:::::lpalg:l 'r;lt~ the e~tra p15ces G.:ld

equlp~ent bel~~ sent to eome safe sto~?-5e place, po~sl
2

bly Easton, Pe~~sylvanla.

As Gener~l Knox ~de the artillery ass15~~nt:,

and w~tched his Den join th~ir i~!~ntry brigades, he

reported enthusiastically thatt

From the hiSh spj.ri",=5 of our t!'oops, th'eir
dlsc~i.pline a:lc. eC!uip~ent, I ':hlnk lf ',ie COI!Je

into contac t tTl th the Enemy ore sh3.11 at lea::: t::
do justice to our-sclves <:lnci Countr~r Hrztever
the Event. J

lThe route fro:::a Hid-dIe :3rook ·.;ould be "by i,ay of
Plucl~amln and I~or=is 7C~i!1 co ?o=pt::on." G',·1 to Lord
Stirlino, June 2, 1779. ~G~, XJ: 210-11.

2G'''' to f".K, r'3Y 30, 1779. 'rlG',j, XV, 187.

JUK to 4illla:J :.(~"1CX, Ju:;.e 1,;" 1779. ::r.ox ?s.I'~rs.

81
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At first glance, KnOA'S optl~lsc see~s strar~c ~n

light of the discipline p~oblems he had ~xperlcnced at

Pluckeml~. ~e was c~rtalnly astute enou3h a co~=gnde~

of men to r~allse that the disclpllr.e of his ce~ in

camp was one thing, 'ilhl1e their discipline in the field.

was quite a dlfferect thl1~. Most of the trouble at

Plucke~ln could be traced to boredoo and the ~olatl1e

nsture of the ~en. root true crlclr311ty, The cen sl~?ly

were not very well adapted to taking or~ers. unless

they were con71nced of their necess~ty or practicality.

Even the cases of attempted desertlo~ were prob~bly

mot17ated core fro~ f~ustratlon th~n con7ictlor.: othc~-

wise, K"o~ wo~ld neve~ ~~ve been so l~~lent ~it~ the

offenders. Ho,'rever, 111 the field, the General evidently

felt that the activity and tensions of th~ ca=pa:~

\'fOuld distract an::! occupy the .:en B.!:d. they \:ould do

their duty when called upCln j~l thout q"J.e!:tion.

Hot anI;>" were the men In "high Dp1r1ts:," but the)"

were al:::;o in fine shape. Physically: the life of t~le

men at Pluclcecl:t r..ad been fa.r les5 1:'1eorous tb..=:.n a';

Valley Forge during the ;Tlnter of 1777-1778. or th:m

it Has to be at Jockey Hollol; (MorrtstoHn, r:ei'1 Jer:::e~p)

durlr~ the winter of 1779-1780. Th~lr auarter::: h~d been

l~ari!l ar.d. coofortable, B.:1d t:,ey Here nOi, relatively <h"ell

dressed. Although t~ey had objected to Knox's strlct-

ner.;s concernl:lg heall:!1, hYc1ene, and. propc:- cloth!.:15".

there r..ad been o~lJ J (kr.ow~) dcat~~ ~~ ?lucke=ln
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durlno the entl=e encao?~ent. The food supply ~~~ been

\~rlcd nni aoplc, although not exactly ab~r.dan~.

Knox's con~lde~ce 1n the abl11t7 of his =e~ oust

have been based, also, 1~ large pa=t, upon the fact

that they hgd just received at leas: 5 weeks of dally

drill 1n every aspect of ~neuve=lnol deploylng, and

flrlr~ thel= pleces. The enll~ted ~en had :he satlsfac_

ticn of seeing thel= of~lce=s =equlred to p=~ctlce and

d.rtIl \11th the:::, thereby beeo:Jlng bec:er c;.usllfled to

give COQcsr.~s ~~d lead theo.

The r:en also had the sro.t1flcal;lon o~ knolllr..o tl"..."'l.t

the rules concernlno their promoe:on a~~ dc:::otlon were

now belr.;- £lpplled. on a uniforn basi!::. l!o longer could

a com~any co~~n~er elthe= promote, or de:Jote e c~n at
•

his pleasure. :..11 p~ocot1ons ~Jere to be I:ade with the

~itten approval of e1ther the r~gl~ent~l co==~n1er or

the Genar~l. Once a ~n had been pro~ote~, he could

only be decoted oj/' th~ e.ctlon of .a. Cou:,t J>:Zlrtla.l. O!':le

of the l~st th1r..gs ~ .. hich K..,ox did before the men left

~Pluckemln was to pUbl~cly announce a num~er of pro~o-

tlons, based ~trietly on =erlt and obviously lntend~d

to Ger..e as an In::entlve to the other I:!.en. He even

promoted one man, Sergeant rdjor Henry Cur~lnor3~, to
Li-

n l1eute:1!lnt.

AlthOllSh cothlng could be done about the ~od~ of

4 RO , :-!!J,y ;30, 1779. ROEk J.
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empl~ylng the ArCIJlery, during the er.caop~~nt at

Pluckeoln. 0. g:-eat deal uc.s done to stl::ulate enl~st-

cent and re-enllstment. The Continental Cons=ess's

er3ctoent (V~~ch 15. 1779) of 3 provl~lon to credlt,

henceforch. all co~~sslon3 an~ cnllst~~nts 1n tte

Artl~ery to the ~cate supplylr~ the:, instead of to

no particula:- state, stl~ulatcd nction by the states.

Fur~hercore, the Incr~ased bo~nt~es for enllst~ent=

and re-enllztmants not only attracted new ~ent but also

kept 1n the Artl11ery. for the c!."..lra tlon of the 'I:ar. l:e:"t

already serv1r6 th~re.

As far as asslgn1.l'';: the new recru.1. t.on. ar::i kceplt"lg

~breast of the stAtUs of dct~c~~~~ts, coo;anies: ~nd

reg1me::.ts, :::an:t ne';o( p:-nct1.ces ~tere 1.ns:ltuted durl:1l;

the Hinter at Pluc~eoln. l~oGt l.::oporto.nt I eo.eh detach-

cent or cotlpanr \;.;1::: to <r!"ite a report of it::: ~ta-:\.l$

every l:::ornins. '!h~se reports were to sho'" the a.ctual

disposition of cve~y =~n legally ntt~c~ed to th~ ~nlt.

They Here to be filed regularl:r Hit!1 an a.ppro?:,iat:e

officer ·,.,he ~'ould see th..... t they ,·:ere tr3.:'lsl:litted to

the nert h1.5hest level for inclusion in 1ts report, all
I

the '\fay ?p to the ::,~gl=ent and then to the :arl;ade.

When these repo::'t3 Here corAensed. {..nOT. cou11 get at

least sose idea of wr~t the effecti7e st:'ength of hie

various units ~a9, e7~n though theJ ~erc far recc7ed

froo. h1:J a.:~d the PSI!C.

l



:~
"

Although the rest of the nr~Y lacked the skills

~oX could feel a sense of pride ~t the acco~-

continent"l Artillery. Ebenezer stevens had

the lieutel'.D.nt colonel of I.e.",b's Second Co~tin-

a130 be p,,"oud of the innovations a~d. refir.ecents whlch

and experience to cgke use of the~ later, :~o~ could

full a.ssort1:lent a.nd supply of fresh a!il:l'.lnition.

for each piece. and cost of the pieces with spares.

nble to construct or repair a complete set of equipment

i779. than ever oefore, they '"ere also better equiPped.

The men at work in the installation facilities had been

manned. better clothed. arod. oetter trained in June,

successes. Not only HCre his o.rtillery u"its better

ial storage fo.cilities fo,," the Ill.litary stores had been

idea "hich he rod fostered for "ore than 2 ;oreal's co",e

to {ruitic". The "r",oury. the laboratory, and the S?CC-

plishments of this Winter's pno.am~~ent. He had seen an

continental Artillery at pluckemi" ·.;as well und.er "ay.

concerning rank and seniority among the offioers of the

tinental Brigade of Artillery.
By June, 1779, the settlement of the disp~tes

of the



.................. ,.l,. ........... --_ .._.

Henry KnoX shot:ld be given a great deal of credit

But, perhaps Kno:.: could be proud~st of h:'S ~'=:Jt

neee~sary technlcal an-: sclentific trainic.c; ..."s for
6

artillery o~flcers. It is further to hls e::-e~lt that

for real
isir

.o at "n early stage of the ""r ju~t hO;/

appropriate settino for lenox'S noble e>:perimen
e

,

time, the nu~ber of men, an~ the mct~rlal~ lnvo1
7ed

,

ori6
i

Il"-1 creation-- the Ac:lde",Y, The physical bul.1dl:1
o

cc=~ort~ble e~ ~he O=~5i~~1,

fewe= men end in less time. but obviCt:sl;r Has jUs':: as

copy it. The "llew Line of 3"rrael<s" h3d been built by

5UG',.r) J:e.~r 22 r 1780, XVIII, 401 fn.

86

6Se~ "~'n~r r ........ ph-__ .0-_ .... _. '''''- .... -

Cr~pte= III, paEe 35.

greater potentiel for tho,e "itl1 enou.;;h e>:perlenee to

tinguished fro~ the ori5inel ba::-reeks • offered e~en

hospital, aftcr the Artillery left in June, 1779, until

5at least ~.!ly, 1780. The "I(el< Line of Ea::-racl<s," es dis-

were so well built that they served continuou~lY as a

New Jersey. ROliever, th~ quarters at Pluokemin ~ere f~=

J:lOre comforteble ...nd J:lueh better bul.1i;. In fect, they

amount of tl.me as thos" of the army e~ l1iddle B=ook,

hiS men had "chleved in b!lrre.cl<s construction. The

origin"l barracks Here complcted in a"out the same



ferred with President Washir~ton end Secrct~rY of the

TreasurY oamilton on the ostter of esta~lishi~ a mll
i


tary school'f
or

the netion, ~07. certainlY oust r.a
ve

drown upon his experience with the Acadezy for his

artillery officers at Pluckelllin, It is significant,

furthermore. t!".at the acadelllY at \leS t point ",as orig

inally established for the trainil~ of artillery and

angincerins officers. During the 23-year sr...
n bec~een

the Ace.del:lY at Plucke",in (openeel l'.:>.rch i, 1779) and tl,e

final establishment at \lest point (1802). there may

well have been other attcopts or experio
ents

at found

ing n military school. However, PluckelOin ",,,st stand

out as at least the first solid nttc",pt at estebllshiI'.o

n peroa
nent

cllite:::-Y academy in the United states.

lery lcft in June, 1779.
The MadeoY a'.; PluckeDin, for however 10I'.o it elid

exist, lIlight very well be considered thc forerur-~er of

the Il1litarY Academy late:::- established et \,est point,

Ite persevere,d in spite of COI'.gr ess '" ~5,·O'l'!l.nCB (m~
i~ctivitY. He ~aS evidentlY SO convi~ced of the need

for thiS training th9.t he !".ad started an "Accade"'Y"

(before the oove to ?l~ckeoin) in one of the Park's

lIlarqu
e

tents. \lhen he fo"nd the unique set of circU!!!

stances at Pluckeoi~. he gave his Acadeo] a oorc solid

fouI'Aatio
n

• unfortUI'.atelY, it is not cle5:r as. to how

lons the AcadeoY endured et Pluckemin efter the Ar
til

-



A numb~r of reasons account for historians'

neglect of the ,·'i:1ter encaopment (1778-1779) of the

continental .dJ:rr:.y 0. t Biddle Brook, New Jersey, and the

contlnent~l Artillery at Pluckemin. The trlllnl~ and.

reorse.nl:::a.tion ~'lhlch too~:. place at Pluc}:e:Jln and. bt

111ddle Brook bore l~O lUl.medlate or dlrec t fru!. t ~ and.

88

apparentlY had no lacting effect upon the cotITse of the

lfar. UnlUce "the previous Hinter's encar.rp:r::.ent at Valley

ForGe. the encampment of 1778-1779 '<fas n'::lt follo~,ed by

any decisi~"e ce.m?alo:nlng by the V.9.1n Army ur.c.er \-!ash-

ington' s co~r.d. The i':lnter encampoent at Pluckc:::::Iln,

furthel"=or~, had none of the h!ardsh1p and. pathos of

\"a.lle;yo Ferse or Jockc::i Ecl::v~;,,
__ ..1 • I _

.... u ,J .11 ... 0

-,

in the HUT the British had tur:1t:d. their attcn~ion

southHurd for 0. decisive strolce t::; er..d the l·:e.r.

There i~ e need today for e thorough C7.cc\~ticn.

E\.nd. re-excavation. of the car;:p-site at Pluc}~e!.'lln'1 to

conf5.rm and enhance ou:- kno'frledge of the installD.'clon

and 1ts siBn1flcance, The e7.cavatla~ r~de. ir. 1916 a~~

191?~ by He-x Sch:"ubln:ch. ersti·rhiJe State Axcho.eologist

of new Jersey and .9. specla.lict in A.c.erica!1 In~lc.:"'~ cul-

ture. 'Has incomplete. Sch=e.bisch did not C~c2.~c.te :::3ny

majo~ 3ectlons of the ca~p-slte. lncl~~l~~ that of the

Academy build1.nc;. Further=ore, he based. his l..r.tcrpre-

tations on the er.roncou~ belief tha.t 1607 mon Here. in

the encamp=e!1t c.t ?lucl:c!:!~n, ~.r.stc.?d of pc:-ft..:lPS r:.o :;:Q=e



I
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than a thousand, and he rAd no knowledge of the u~lque

nature of any of the bUl1dl~~s.

o
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AP1'CU01.X A

flbturn of the Non-commissioned Officers C-lld l1atroBses at Presont 1n the CO'X'"{)c 01'
. AI'tillary."

- Hassachusetts Bay - 480

"Ianted
to

NUlnb~ COllJP~Bnttal10n

Colonel Crnlle t s

Colonel wilib's

Annoxed to Colonel
Pl'oe tal' by the
CO"'ldlttee of
Arl'ongcID.:l'nt
Septewber 12, 1778

Colon~l Proctor 1 s,
Colonel bwb's

Comp,mlos

T\'lelve

-late 11onsfield' s
late I.oclwood' s
Cc1ptaln Broun
Captaln ,I"ll,er

Captain Bnuman
Cl'ptaln nDuBhty
Captain Noodle
Captaln Hott
Captaln Bliss'

Captaln IIDol
-Captaln Hr.ndall
Captaln Clark

Eight
-Captain .Porter
Captain Lee

stste
\/l101'oln

Ralee,l

Connectlcut

Ne," York

Nell Jersey

25
I,s
J/j,

...5J.
ill

)1
)0
116
26
2)

1 ~li

9
28
16
-"1

181~

19
33

168

29
9

20
1

Sci••t..

2)
21,

G
28
)1

11/f

45
26
'38

1'0'.1

2)3
35
21

6!,8

216

270

162

E
s
t
a
b
1
1
s
h
m
e
n
t

5
4

1
n

u



ArJ1cxed to Colonel
Proe tor by the
Co~c1ttee of
.~rraru:;anent
September 12. 1778 _Cept~ln Jones
None _Capta1n Coren

over plus 1~ Coren's COIDP~ny 2~

Colonel fbrr1Gon l s _Cept~ln Brown
Captain Dorsey

Annexed to Colonel
Proe tor by the
eo~~1ttee of The other Ten
Arra}"l..z;c~ent
September 12, 1778 _Captain Kinzcbury -

Pennsylvania

I-Iaryl~nd

Virginia

North earolin!'

e
0

16 _ ~) )8 m

78 - 0 p

JT6 - J1g - 61;8 El- n

78
y

_5}. i08UO --
266 - 271< - 5',0

2.2 - 12 - 2±
1607 - 1061 - 261<6

H. Knox April 5. i779

'£h1.s docu:ucnt is evidently the basis of u. 10113 stam11T'.o, but erroneous t as!Jertlon
that there Here 1,9 Artillery compo-nice eonsictir.s of i607 men Dot the lIinter eneamp:uent

c. t :Pluckemin.

~~Thls document 1s to be fouml in the Papers of tho Continental Cor~ress in the

llation.o.l Areh1ves, \/ashil'.gton, D.C.

-.0
I~
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J .&F. '79 .1. &A. '79 llay' 79 June'?9 -
"

28/13 28/15 33/5 28/10

23/12 21/11 31/7 32/6

22/9 15/16 21/8 20/9

14/8 16/7 19/8 16/9

19/11 15/12 21/6 16/11

46/19 36/28 45/17 If0/24

37/21 30/20 35122 33/25

23/12 15/18 17/15 21/11

17/1 1f 111/1} 17/15 14/19

1 ll-/8 1 ll-/8 1ll-/8

}2/9 23/16 27/13 26/1ll-

. . 6/1 6/1
--

-

14/22 17/19 19/21 6/1/f

26/13 23/1-7' 22/1 1f 18/17

..

18/1U

17/22

17/19

22/17

17/7

20/10

69/14

ll-3/1'1

26/9

18/13

D. ' 78 J • '79 .

30/16

29/6 .

25/10

3ll-/5Capt. Lee's 2d Co.

Co.pt. D~\llr.nnI!; 1 s t Co.

12/13

Cnpt. Coleman', 12th Co. 20/3
HEGIHE~nALS'l~Fr z.. ?ER~NEL 6/1 ",/1 5/1 0/1

Lr,I",~\"S Hi::GII"I::;tIT

copt. Bnytop's 11th Co.

Capt. Bur"ell'o 2d Co. 31/5

Capt. Singleton's 3rd Co. 28/7

Copt. Rn5zdale's 11th Co, 30/7

Capt. Fendleton's 5th Co. 15/1i

Capt. Dnnarldge'9 6th Co, 21/9

capt. Brolin's 7th Co. 75/8

Copt. Dorsey's 8th Co.

copt. Corter'a 9th Co. 25/10

copt. E<ldins' 10th Co. 18/11f

!!A!{!tISON'S_flEGUIENT N. '78

Abbreviation" A.- Aprill Capt.- Captain I Co.- Company I F.- February I D.- December, J.
In:1Uo.rYI j,1.- ~1arch; lL- November, S.- September.

A .. - .. ' ..... ~.....

Monthly returns of' the artil.lery o.rld. li:\x1.~1.o.r~.. un1.'eD utnt'l..an...d,. u.t V'l,'\a.O'......""..

"r1ntcr cnc2.mpmcnt of 1778-1779. The. strcnotn or 'these unlt"1 t'1 l.nc11eo.toQ. \1'\ 'nU'

FRESEilT&:::FFECTIVE/AilSEI1T&NOl1- EFFECTIVE.



(13/30 July)

(19/'" July)

19/11.

23/26

16/10

"011. "}
1.B/1.7

_--------.>-(;..1J121 JulY)
51</1

1.811.6

1<1/7 36/7 36/7
)8/7

27/1 '3 _

18/7

17/16

41/7

26/7

copt. Ll.lne's 12thj;"0,,._--

Cupt. Austln's Arroouers

Capt. Sargent's 5th Co. (S. '7
8

38/7)

Capt. Donncll'3 8th Co. "'6/13

Ca"p
t

• Hoodle's 5th Co. 37/13 28/22 29/
22

25/26 2"'/27

capt. Nott's 6th Co. 21/12 15/18 18/16 ~0/14 17/

1

1< 19/

10

lDC\{\lood'S late Co. t9th) )0/19 20/29 18/)1 20/29 )1/18 21/28

Hansfield's late Co. (llth)2)/6 12/15 19/9 15/1
2

11/16 14/1)

IlEGIHENTAI.STAFF & l'ERSONNEV 6/3 5/1< l,/2~~ =-
copt. Frothingham'S "'th Co.

capt. Doughty's 4th Co.

...

1'hese rolls "ere prepared on a specil'led daY of the 11l0nth, 11' 11 man lIo.S not prcG~n1;.
oven thou[!;h only for that day, he ;/o.s m«rl,ed 0.9 abs,~nt for the entire period •

*'fhOse figures 'lOre talcen from the monthlY muster rolls preserved in the Revolutionary

\./"r Rolls, 1'175-
8
3, collection 01' the Nationlll Archives, "\fa3hi

n
15

ton
, D.C.



;.l,,,th1.Y p"-'" sccord.lr,;; to rnnk. for
G?:'\tl"."tZll Artillery ad re13~ed "nlts
a,'C ?lUckemi:'.J j'ie-;{ Je::.-s;Y.>

service lU th~
\1"':';.11~ sea.t ion~d..

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

..

•

•

•

..

..

..

none.
!".o::.e .
nor.e.
..0 r.e 0

$20 •••
none .

.. nona.

•

• r.an~ .

• r.O-:.'le •
· none .

•

..

•

· no::e .
· none.
.not".e .• 0

• !"•.::n\e 0

· .. nona .
· nor:.e .

· . no::e.·

·....

•

•

• •

.350.'1'
0$40. ;
•$30 ••
•$30 ••
.S20 ..
• ;;20.
.$20 ••
· $'20.
.$10 ••
• $!-o.

•

...

..
• •

• •

•

•

~ .. ~ ..

..

•

..

• •

•••

.. .

• •

• ••••

g'.lDS!.stence
per

l'!.':)nth

.......

... ..
......

•

•

...

••••

..

•

..

.... 0 ....

•

.. 0 .

•
• •

• •

o ..... 0 0 •

60/90tns ••
60/90'Ohs •
bO/90 thS •
30/90 tns ••

~oo .~O.~ .o~.~.~··none•• ~

..

• • • .. , 0 ••••••

60/90thS •

.. .

• • • • • ••
l\.5!90t;,s .•
30/90ths •

• ~ ••• 0•• 0••••••• 0. r.ane .•.

-:0:':"'0• .1 •

.s60.
.S50 ..

0$40.

• S20

.. $40 ..... 0 •••••• 0

.$30 •
• S10 &.

•

..

•

..

•

•

..

Pa.y
'Per

i.-to nth

..

•

•

..

...

•..

.. .

•

•

·....

•

..

•

• 0 0 •

..
•

•

•

.. •• 0

..

..

.. .

.. .

• 0 ••

•

..

..

•

.....

• , •• $100 ••• ••••
• • • 0 0 C7"

o •••• • $75· .
., ., $62 &

•$58 &.
o ••••• 0 •• ., S50 ... 0 ••• 0 • 0 ••• 0

•• Sl<9 & 30/90thS ••
• S3l\. &. l\.8/9QthS ..
.S33 & 30/90thS ••

•••• $33 & 30/90thS .
.$11 & 28/90t~s •••• •
•811 & 28/90thS ••
•$10 & 38/90thS.

• • • $10 •• 0 •

· . S9.
.39.

• • $8
. $8
•$8
"8• v

.. .
.. .

...

...
..
.. .

• • 0 • •

•

...

...

• ~ 0 • 0

• •••••••........ ........

..
••••

Llautensnt.. 'O ." ''O' • •
Q)larter::l3S te= Seroes.:lt ...
sergeant l1ajor .•
DrU!il r:ajor ..• •••···
Sergeant ••.• •·
corporal ... '... ,
Boocardi.er .•••
Gunner ..
Dru~er....
F1fe:r~.· .. "~"
:,l'..s.tro ss ,
Artillerv A:rtiftc~~S
'Pr i "7a:C e5::: .. ..0 0 0 0 0 0 • • 0 • 0

ArrlOu=ers
Ca.'Ot;a.ln. -= ... 0 0 ....

super1nter.:dent .
ErUisted Hen... •·• .. •
la'borator.!
-Er.listed t1en•• regular
~,'A~O-~ ~.o~~S ~o~~
;:.._.-._",-;'4 ::..'" -~- =-~~.
Co':l,:11 ssary ••.• ~ ..
D~PU:Y Co~lssa.TY .. " 0

Co!':.~uctoro." •

.u-tl11er,1.
colonel .. , .. 0 •• , •• , ...

L1eute~~~t Colonel•
sur;eo!l.. · .. · ..
l''''jor••• •• •
PaY I,;sster •
ce:pta1n...... , ...
Ad.jutant••.• ,
QUarterc.aster...
capta1n L1euta~~~t..

Clerk . ."

f~~~ ~~e ?~?e=s of tr.e
'JtV"i3i=~: :~"at.:o:'..s.l',;e~e take!!.

r':1crofil~

D,C.
*'I'hese

c~nttnenta.l Co~~re5S,
AIChi7es , ~a.5h~r~tonJ



p"Tt~a]- list of materials h!ll".ciled by the I-lilitary
Dep"rtm~.nt "hile at ?luc~,emill. Ne'-' Jersey. <>A

stores

CheolC:llS .!.: lI;!~d1c~ZS
~fortl$

"l1U:i1
aloes
antiZony
"oa f"lida.
we l£l.ur::l
.....sil1ium
borax
eamphirc
gambOUge
gun o.ro.b1c
gUtl l~air..;leSs

InllSetc
01 lourinuD
os sep1.c
razinc
sal amI:lonia
salt petre
zplrits of \·~,-ne

sulphur
u. althea
verd.1grcaee
vitriol-blue

_\'lhi te
Paintn ~ P1~oents

atlber
c"mel hair pencills

oro.ll<
dutc h quillS
fine black p~1nt
hogs haiT b=ushcs
I.ndian Inlt
Indian red
lampblack
pruasian blue
red lead
Sp3.nlsh brotin

varnish

APpJ;lmlX D

\renetls.n red
veri:l1111on
",h1 te leo.d
lfhitino
yello \{ amber
yello\-( oker
Tools
a.nvils
bene): vices
blocks
chal\t l~nes

ch1:!.:zells
fl1ee-~a=1ouS types
gauges
gouges
gimblets
gripS
han:" 71ce=
mallets
oil spikes
pinchers
prlcl:crs
punche::;
raGP5-v~rloUs types
saHG_dovetc.:..1

_h,md
_pioneer
_sash
_tenent

scre\fdrlvc:::'S
spllnter lodes
stones-s~ll Jr~nd

_ turlcey oil
stones & mulIers
weight::;
Parts [.: 1·:'.\tcr1e.l~
boolts oi Ulltcn ~tch
b1.ndlt".G \;irc
brass pipes

(contlnued)

"These dE- to. "ere tnl,en fron the :!.ecl;er" ar.d acCO
unt


books of the IUlitary Stores Dero.rt::ent. Volu:les 118, 119.
and 130 of the Re';olutlO:o:J,r:: ',Iar Po.?o:-o Series. liun"ocrlpt
Di\'i~iollJ lmtiof'_<J.l Archives, War1hir'.oton, D.C.



c"rtr1dge peeper
C$rtrd16e thr~aa
cocks
coelC p1ns
cotton H1ck
double tow thread
drUI:l_c.arrias~s

_cords
_heads .
_&(leUs

duck
flannel
f1rebales
fuzee-cocks

_cock pins
_hacmers
_}'l2-Uler sprl!'.g's

glasS panes
glue
g~"l b3.rrells
hammers-musket

_plstol
lead
11mbs
llnes
locks & keys
ropas-m9.rque

_tent
scar spr1r~s

-_._-------

sett p1pes
sheet-brass

_CO?per
_tin

spUl".ges
tacks
tar buc\o;:ets
'irapp~!"..g pe.per
wra?ptr.; t\;ine
11111tarv E0111.':lZent,

bayonets
bayonet scab~r~s
bayonet belts
bllls
brushes & wires
carbines & cuske~s
cBrtrldoes-CaI"~~n

_Ul'J.sket
_p1stol

cart:d.dg~ bo~CS
dru~s & equlP=ent
fifes & equiP~ent

fl1nts
handcuffs
hatchets
havcrsacli:S
knapsacks
plstols ~ equi?~ent
pO\"lder fa.lsks
s~Qrds & eq~lpment



75

2,080

1.558

467

4,420

225

4,186 

312

285 -

372 -

2,822 

4',9571;-

8.011 -

11,806 

},884 -

3,996 -

117

186 -

8 _ 1'.'}5 -

31,496 

2.537 

249 

647 -

1.978 

201< -

179 

237 

2}7 -

2,184 -

150 -

3,241 

}211 

277 -

}.436 

4,22211-

1,298 

440 

418 -

10.32 7 -

_ 480,771 _ 41,680 - 763,608

PO\1der Horns

scre\i'dr1vers

pOl1der. lb~.

l1uskets

Gun Sll!l3 S

Gun \!orms

Flints 49,501 -

"These f15u:rcs "ere COi:rpned fro:> the ledScrs .."d
nccount-boOKS of the Mllltery sto~es Dc~~t:len", Volu~es
118. 119. e.nd 130 of the Hc....olutlo""~y ',;nr I'''p°:-s Series.
!1anuscrlpt D171910". Ibtio,::>.l /.rc.hl'lCS, \1"S;,1"5"0'" D,C.

Drums 92 -

D~stiC~Z, palrs- 409 -

Fifes 5
48

-

APPENDIX E

cartridge BOAes

cartrldges

.Bayonet Belts 12,03
0

-

Bayonet Sc"bba=~S- 6,125-

Eayone~s 4.382 -

A p"rtlal list of "nlt":')' equlp::lent recel':ed l.nto,
"nd delivcred out of the 11nlt"rY stores Dope.r'o:oent "t
Pluck

CCl1n
, betHeen December I;, 1778, ad June 15, 17'19, ~



*These date were talcon free the leebers and account
boolcs of the 1111it~ry storee De'P:n-tcont, Voluoes 118, 119.
Ilnd 130 of the nevclutior.f,r;' ,1!U" Fc.;lCrc Serles, ;-!unuscript
Dlvis1o

n
, Uationa1 .fU"chlves, \1ashington, D.C.

AHENDIX F

A p~rtial list of artillery ~~mu~itlon received
into and

i".r
cd

out of the l1ilitary Sto,'es DeJ'"r~ment
·rrhl1e at

d 1 ._ December 1, 1778 to June 14, 1779. i,

f. E eEl V ED D " LIVSRED-
C,., l1.ber

Gootl _c~~~:ed- 'i'O co.l - Gooci _Dr.I:!3!:eti- To :;cl

~

2l}-pound 58 6 61f - 56 18 74

ce.se-
strc:p- 50 3 a~ - 54 4 58

rourA- 29 18 31 24 55

18_pound 17 17 -
rour..d-

12_pour.d 24
24 24

24

Cs.se -
- .

strnp- 86
86 - 81;.

B!.}

I'ound- 4 4 -

6_-pound
CBse- 529 .- 210 739 - 1130 i79 1309

strap- 1128 190 1318 - 950 122 1072

r-··_,l 14 - 14
,~n

~~ 40~

..............-
JI7 4J

grnpe- 349 64 - - 1;.13 - 133 52 lB5

J<-pourA 4" .. 45ca.se- "
490 - 709 274- 983

strap- 715 80 795 - 389 74 463

reund- 88 27 115 - 153 7 160

grepe- 227 1;.9 276 - 30 132 162

3-peund
Ctlse- 304 8 312 - 1112 la~

1263

strn.p- 394 - 5 399 - 430
476

round- 197
197 -

gro.pe- 169 - 169 - 25 33 58

8" Rowitzer
case- - 14 - 2 16

ohell- 6 - 6 -
12 12

5~0I HOlii tzel"
Co.se- 47

47 - 21 2 23

ctr::t:P- 2 2 - -
"cund- 3

3 -

c;rape- . 13 - 13 - -
r:~ell- 12

)2
22 22

4930 705 5635 5724 - 1177 5901



cen's harnesses-sets
mus)wts &. accesGcr1es
oil cloths.
pin.chcrs
1'lortflres
portf~=e boxes & b~~ts
portf ire stocl':s
?O,;der-mee.ld

_musket
_pricing

pOHder horns
pr iclte.:rs
pT'im1.nc; ',i1res
punches
quicl' rnatell
r a:cu:.er s
8~lt ydtT'C
BercH b1. ....·ts
scre\~d:'~veT'S
ekins-lea-ther

-sheep
sl,-Y roc!,;,c ts
s lO\f n:lto 11

spikes
spll:e oil
sl'ur.ges
spuneo to.ckG
s"eet oil
swordc & accessories

_ com::!>on
_ officers I

t1l1. sheet:z
tubes
tube boxes & belts
Hago nS
"lagon c",,,eTS
wormers &: ladles

knapsacks
1ee.d aprons
lead balls
IlnstocltS

APPENIlIX G

canll0n covers
cannon shot-cege

_grape
_round
_strap

co:nmon tents
dres: ropes-sets
drums & acccr,sories
drud6~r.s boJ.:C~
f~re~ & accessories

l'USl::U
fuse d=awi~ oach1n

cn

gimblets
gouges~unner9 belt~-fullY equi~ped
gun slil"l.gs
hai:CAerS
ha.l1.ds?il~e!3
haversackS-car~on

-men IS

horse ho.rne sses
horscTIle.ns tents
ho~~1.tzer aomunition-case_BrE'.pe

_round.
_shell
_strap

e;a::lIiuni tion bo1:es
n$Oun1tio n ~sSons

bills (pikeS)
'bud-58 ba.rrel~
c~l~~n car~Yid6es-fUl1_empty

Articles and e~uiP~ent regul~rlY suP?li
ed

to the
Artillery at Plucke"ill from the '1illto.

r
y stores Dc~rt

men
t

• Decem~cr. 1778 to June. i779.~

0Thes
e

datu ~cre tuken froO the ledgers end acco
unt


books of the i1il~to.=y s~ores Dep~rt~en~, Volumes IlB, 119.
and 130 of the RevolutiO~.3.rY \!o:r l'apers Series, ).:c.nuscript
Division, Natio r.3.1 Archives. \j ..sh~ngton. D.C.



!U'PENDIX H

A ~rt~~l l~st of arttclcS suP?l~ci to the labora
tOry at the ~nstellst~on in Plucke;utn and srt~cles
~nufactured or repa~red there.*

DELIVERED

Husket cart:-1.dSe Forners 40
Musket certr~dge ?~pcr 20 re~ms
Cannon Car~rtdSe ?a~er 5 rc~~S
Tw~ne 352 lbS.
Bucl' Shot 640 lbo.
Grepe Shot 200 lbs.
Musket Balls 3,930 lbs.
pouder 4,205 lbs.
Damaged. [1~U!:~;:ct erst.ridges 4- .'''20
Empty fl~~ncl certr~dbes 390
Empty 6_pourA CertridSes 60

Strc.p
Case
Gre:pe
RourA
§hen

r~usket cartridGes
~Nsket c~rtrid;3S
SkY Rockets 24

2

t2

156 ,036 (fillcd)
21,500 (blan!c)

2

22

I~tillerY f~un~t10n
21.}_"OO.• l?-"d. 6-1Od. "_,,.0. . ')_nd.. 8" Ho''!' . CjA" HON,

"

- )4- ih 313 97 34
strep

2

Co.oe 6 151 223 116
13

Grape - 115 83 101
lJ

Round 29 2 12
3

Shell

6 )2

-
uTl,ese data Here tol,"n fro", the ledgers •.r.d ncco

unt


books of the Kllltnry storeS Departncnt • Volu"es lt8, 119,
nnd 130 of the p.e',olutiol1;J.r;; \Iar !'npers Serl

es
, :.",nuscrJ:p:

D~vioion, i",Uor.o.l Archi'1CS, liashin<:;to
r
" D.C.



APPZNDl)(. I

A parti~l list df ~aterials supplied to the Artift
cere "t Pluckemin froUl the Hili ttl::-:r S to::-cs De~::-t;;:cm;.<>

Junmunitlo n Ilagons 7

Damaged Ca::-tridgc Boxes (tin) 15i

Duck 98 :rds •

Fine Black Paint i52 los.

Lampol~ck 7 barrels

Linseed Oil 29: gals.

Red Lee.d 87 1bs.

Sheepsld.ns 6

spanish B=OHn 66 lbs. & 1 caslc

Tln 92. sheets

THine 12 l'os.

Venetian Red 66 lbs.

White Lcsd 168 los.

~These d~ta Here taken from the ledgers and account,·
bool's of the llllitar:r stores Depe.rt;::ent, Volu::

es
118 end

119 of the r.evolutio:'!£'.r:r Har pc-pers Sortes. !.~nuscript
D1vis1on, Ullt10nnl Archives, Hnshington, D.C.



1
12

461
126
762

1
296

9'~
40

480
44

144
144

70
2

46
1
6

29
21~

24
24

l l j.4
141.;.

7
10

1,448
2

2
'
•

24
3

3t
1
2

144
1
2
2{:
5
2,
•

1:S3yonet~

Bayonet Scabbards
l·:u::l~ets

APPENDIX J

Anv1ls
Bayonet2, d~~scd
D1ndlng \lire, Ibs.
Borax, QU:1ces
Brass Pipes
Carbines, da~6ed

Cocl:s
Cock Pins
Files, Ar;sort03d

Flet
Handsaw
~ Round
~ Round
Round. p..o.ttn1l

Fuzee Cocks
Fuzee Cocle Piros
Fuzee Hs~~cr Sprlnos 
H.&.ID!:crs ~ J.e.l"S~

HaJ:l.'!!er Spr1!"'-3 o
Llns~cd Oil, q~s.

1001\::::;
I'.usl..c t.s t d~::"'1.gcd
pl11che:-n, P:l~::'c

Pi£;tol Coel:c
'Plato2. Ibtj1~er:::

Rasps ~ CO::J::'cr:.*' llol.:.nd.
Rlflesp do.~c.2icd
Sel JI-aonlu, 105.
Senr Spr1 n3 s
SleclGes
S~ll Grlnd~tones

Spelter, Ibs.
Sweet 011~ qt~.

Tcn2nt Se.us
Turkay 011 St~ne

Vices, Bench
Hnr.'l

REPAiilED-

A part151 list of articles delivered to the t~=oury
"1ucl~coln f;;O'l11 the Hlllt£l.ry Stores De?s.rt::ent, a!".::!

!l~c;; repaired at the Armoury an:i retu~ned to the Z111
~c.r~r stores Depe.rtocnt, Jan'.lary 26 to .June 15, 1779. *

~TheGe figure:: ue:-e cor.:pilcd fro:.:. the lcdge::-s a:-:d.
llccount-booim of the :';11~ t.:l:-:t Sto=c~ Cer-s.rt:J<1:1t., voll.:.:i!.C$
118, 119, and. 1)0 of the :i.c·...olutio:".::.:-:t ::;1:- ?Llpe::-~ Sc:-lcs,
V.o.nuzcript Dlv~clon) i::?tlon!ll lxchlvcs, h'uslii:--2;tO:1, V.C.



APPENDIX K

A li~t of cntrle~ zhowlng crticlcs 1~sued out of
the Hilit~ry Store!> Depo.rtoent for the f lre~rorl(s display
er.hibited at the f1rzt nnnl~ersary of the Franco-hneric~n
Trea.ty of Alll:;.nce, celebrated c.t ?lucl,et:ln on Feb::"tt9.ry

18, 1779.*

Brigade of Artillery Jl\n~3ry 14
To 40 poun1.s 5slt Petre

Br1gade of /,rtllle::-y JanU9.ry 15
To 1 Rheam C.C. Cartridges Pa.per

1 lbs
Jan"-,,ry 17

Hogs H21r pa1r.t1~ Brushes
middli~ si~ed Tools
dozen C~!:lel l~lr penc.ll13
pound Ve=~11lion

oz Pru33ian Blue
pour'..:ic Yellol'l Ol~er

3
6
1

t
6

ArtllleryBrlgade of
To

Brlg"de of
To

Artillery
2 pounds
2 do

•.Tanue.Y'"Y' 18
Red Les.d
Sps-nlsh Bro;m

!!..rtil1e=j~Brigade of
To 2

6
10

2
8

110
17

2

;:t
2

20
6t
l~

2
4

February 28
Leather Skin!::
a~Trells Lam?bl~ck

Ib~ l:eald ?ouder
lrel3'hts
Ibs Glue
Ibs S!llt Petre
Ibs THine
H9.n.k~ Drun Co:;:d
Rhee~s Cenn. Carte. Paper

do \l!."'o.pp1.Z'l.g do
Cr..s.ll:. Line s
lbs Sulphur
lbs Kltt
Galls. Splrits Wine
Rheacs H. Carte. PE'..per
q~ires ditto

(continued)

it'These entries ere taken from the account-boolr. of
the Hl11tar)' Stores D3pert!:>ent, Volu~e 130 of the
Re~olutions.ry \!ar Papers Series, l·:anu;::;crlpt Division,
Na.t1ofL'\1 Archives .. Uash1ngton; D.C.



--------~

lb. Cennon PaNde::
Ib's Cc.rte . Th:-ead
H:3.~6rs

Ibs n. B9.11 &:. Bucl: Shot
Ibf:l Rozln
Tin lanthorn
oz Pru~s1~n Blua
lb. !·.llt lea"7
lb. AlIlber
lb. Hhitins
lb. Chalk
Sheets T1n
Spunge Tacke
Tubes of sizes
pint Oil
pint Oil Spike
Hsrque Rope
portflrcn
lb. Cotta~ wick
lb. Red Lead
1 Ib Brunhes
8 1nch Fuzes
empty papr. Carte. 6 pi.

do do 3 do
clrudg1r-S Boxes
Tube Eo:es & Belts
lbs Sloll i:=.tch
portfire Stacks
Spur~es ~ ~~s for Royel:

do do for 8 in~h

Gallan Spirits Turpcn~~ne

181,
1!
4

12
3
1
4
5
3

12
47

4
700
706

1
1
1

157
1;
4
4
8

~
2

,2
2
3
2
1
:rr
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APPENDIX L

A description of the thlrtc2n paintlr.gs exhibited
at the first a~~lveT~n~y of the Pranco-A~ericanTreaty
of Alliance, celebratE::d at Pluc!(eJ:ll.ln on Februo.r)~ 18,
1779. ;.

The 1l1umlnated paintings Here disposed in the
folloHing order!

The 1st arch on th:3 right represented the CO!!ll!1ence!Jent
of hostilities at L:=::I:1I".¢'tcn, Hlth this lr.!;crlptlon.
The scene onened.
2d. British cleoency. Represented 1n th~ bur-nlr.g of
ChD.rlestot·;n, Fal!::o'.lth, Norfell': ar..d Kln:;ston.

3d. The separation of ..6..meric.::. froe. 3r1 tall:. A
~nlflccnt erch brolten in the cent:"c, H1th this ~otto.

By ;\~our tvro.nnv ~ th" neoDle _o_f P."'C:-1CD,.~ .:.!h=:""..c7",e
sep~r~~ed tl1~ vlid~ £Fch of ~.n e~tcn~eu eO~i~.

ij:t~h. Brl to.i:l reprc::;cntea. c:.s a. a.ec::r~:ls cw.:~Jl=e ---
by a b3.rrcn countr:.... --- b::-ol:cl"l arches --- fallon sp1r~s
--- ships deserting its ~horc:s blrd~ of prey hover
ing oV'er its mouldcrit'l.,g cities --- an:i n glool'~Y s-etti,1".,z
sun.-

J-lotto
The Jb.bvJ.Q:'J.lc.n C:'Di.r~_c-: arc sun'.t-
Ach,.io. --- ~~ --- and. ..:,:-::::..r.L£ r:ouldnrlfl; dou!l
'J..':uroc :,:jl"-:.l:CS th~ ~t?b1.~ t:":=:'.;~., or' t.:..·.:':'r.~!S,
And to ,·t"'·" .. :",~c"';"" '~,..... r"" 11 ,~ •• - ;""",,, -r-.... ··M .'l:Ioj ... \0"11'--- ... _......... , -.:=.:' .._' - ~ ...::.:.:.. .. -- :.....~ :' '.•... "-
5th. AHt:r:.lC1'. rcpra3e:r~ea. e.s a r!.3i~:3' C:rJP::';','·0. i'rospcct

of 0. fezotile ccunt:~:i --- h~.Tb::ll.:..rs --- e.nd ri ,tere
c07cred lit th ships --- r.ew c.'?.. lul.:; open1n3' --- c~ ties
r~cino amiQct woods --- a splcr.did sun e~erg1n5 froo a
bri5ht horizon.

11otto
UCt'1 \mrld:::; are still er:er!::'~_n~ f:-om the dccn.
'l'he o::'d ti.e3cer;dir~': !.:1 theAl' tl)rr"3 troise.
6th.~gr~nd 111u~1~ted rcpresent~lon of LQUIS the

six.teenth. The enccurc.ger of letters --- the supporte~

of the rights of h~n1ty.--- the Ally and Friend of
the AMERICAII PE0.PLE.

7th. The cen"tre arch. T:-iE FJI.':'H2.aS Ili COHGRESS.
I-lotto

Nil desD~~andum rc1nablicne.

(continued)

*Neu Jersey Ga.7.~ttee )ol.erch J I 1779.
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:==~---

6th. The !\O,ric~n ?hilOSophor n~~ Ac~.5S~dor
"~:racti"¢ li5c.tnl"~ frog th~ clo

uis
•_ 9

0h
. The battle near sar~too'" 7th occo~cr, 1777.

10th. The cO~7~~~iQ~ of s~=ato~~.
11tho ,~ r~prcse!lt"":O:lof t~.o g.:. "j-3':t oft" i5,~;nt.

b,t"aen count D'orriluers ",,0. Ae.:::~::-,,"l Kejr9
le

•
12th. \lar::-

an
:·~o"tso:::e::-1 --- l~e::-cer ••- ',loostor

___ ;.~5h a.nd a c;:o'.;d of MrMS :;ho r",ve f~nen
1~ the !Clericnn cont.s t , 1n Ells1u:::. ::-eceivlr~ the
thSr~Z and pral,as c~ Brutus, --- cato --- ~r~ thos~
spi

r1ts
..ho in ~l aSes ho.."a glorlouslY otru;;;:;:.ec.

a5
a1nst

tyrg,nts e";' tyran."-Y. ~otto. Tho" ,;hO shod
tl"l

r
'blood 1n such ~ cause shall 11""e e;:d.-reYi5-

- -- -------- - -~--
fo=-e7~="--lj~h. a.presented peace ~ith all h.r tr~in of
bless1r.o

s
• Her rlsht hSod dls,,~ye~ an olive 'bre"ch

at her feet ~y the hono::-s of r;r7est- ,h' b~ck srcun~
lies fHled with flour1sh1ng c1tlee --- -ports cro'.;~ed
u1th shlps end other eoole~s of an exter~17e
empire, and un!'estr31ned. co~arce..



i09

.... '-:>
'1 ."0:'

'i-n_, •• _ J

fla:;n
fl!)::l ~

_ & Pr9"Paro.tive

f,~~., .. t .... ",~)
, ......... '01_ ••---

Gro.:r..d Dl/is1or!.9 .. '3
Sub D171S10 r.S ...• 4

Fro~ left to right of t~~,
L1n~••••••••••••. 1 sho::'t ::-011
\.iinoS ...... , •••. , .2
~r~r.d D171Sio ns .. J
Sub D171S~ons•.•• ~7ro~ the fla~5 to the cent2r of
Llne ••• 13S~ ?a=t of ~att~o..• l
',l1r.g

3
• ........ *' • • dO .•. , * * •••• 2

G=~nd DlvtsiOr.S •• Co .•••... ···3
SUO r::i7islo:c.~ .... -:'0 .. ~ .. , ..•. l:

T? ,.:.:!!:~3e n:~l:-.:;, .•• ·T·;.~ ~l":"!;~ :-f".:-':.

1:-..'72.:-1.3.01 1

As it is eb50~ut.lY ~ecessery th~t on. unlfor~
Syste~ of i.~noeuvers be este~lish'~ for the ;=tlll

ery

Genera~ Kno:X directs that the follo\ii~ only be ,-
Pr3cticed till furt~er ordeTS-The ?rincil'~es of ?ri"in;; ~ Lo~ir.g ". stron;;lY
inculcated. in the ~ost essentie~ ~ ultipSte uS' of

ca:n."1on-The Respective satta~ions to exercise e.ery
,!ornin;; from 9 to 11 o'Clock ~ twice e \ieek to be
brawn into sriso.cl.es and e"ercised on the follo:<ir.gprlnciP~es- The whole to be perfor~ecl. by Si5"~lS of
the DrUO. with which every Officer is to ~ke hi~selr
~e~fec~lY aoqu~1nted-The Line to consist of i6 piece. divided into.

','l1Il;S
Grand. Divisions
sub Dilis10ns
Si-:".¢.le Pieces

SignalS fo~ f1=ln3-
Fro~ rlgh~ to left of th~,

Llne 1 f la.:l.
WinoS .•••.•••.•.. 2



Sir~le Pieces •• o.o .• o.o •. dO •... Z
~irSs for Co1uon' fro~ th. center bY.sub DiVisions •• tou_rou-o.ou- .• ) fl~~ ~ Grer",di

ers
1".,3.rC h

Sirs
le

Pieces .. dO .. Co •• dO •... 4T~ee o.ts<inc< fla~s ~ the first po.r
t

of the Trooe
to be the !n~r~abl. s~sn~l for For~ino the L~ne-

L1ne ch~ns~ Front to the,
a1~ht.... 10~~ rol1 .•. ·

1 fla~Left •.••..••. O'o•....•. z fl an & Grer.:l.o.
iars

, ...r

oh

ReS:r •••.•..•• do ••••••• )For the "hole L~ne to ~etre~t.•.• the ?etre~ts-
Line frou the Fl"-~{S retreet OJ'stn;l. p~eces.•• tou_rou-dOU- ••• arA Ret:re~ts-

I~Ove'i!lents-For the "hOle to ..<lv,,-~.ce .. ·· •Gr
er

",o.ter
5

~...rch
Ltne f:ro~ the riSht ~o.Vo.noa by.

l"'i.n;;~...••..•...• l flomGra~~ Divisioas .. z fl~~ ~ vr~rs~~.r; ,~rc~
SUO DiVlston~ •..• 3
st~;la Pleces ....

4
L~ne.fro~ the left ao.vance b1.

lanS
o
•••.••. , .... 1 short rollGr~no. Di.,~stons•. Z sr.ort roll & Grer",d.i

erS
:,~rch

sub Div~s10~S..•. 3
Sinole ?teces ...•

4
Line for~ Col~~ns fro~ their center by.

sub Divtstons •. tou_rou-o.ou- •. i fi"-~ & Grerso.

iers
Harch
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"I
(,

II,,

II
I

'I,,

,
,

i
I
I

I
I
!

P;'J~

-by EK

-the L
-the L
-tr:e L
-the L
-the L
-by GU

". u..... oJ ....r' "'"~ ..

Reduced

SEtiTENCECT DEC

-Gullty-

...... ,.i. ........... ..... ,.· ........... h

- Deco::>beT 1oc..T2~ 1,L'l,L'l.!!i>.:.. =-;-- _

- -GuHty- 50 L
-Gttll ty- 50 L
-AcquH-

4 M -Gullty-

" ... - ...

"
"

..

..

..

..

..

..

.,. ~

A. \I.D.L.

touR'r-H71 R'l\1'i\L
'l'hc1't

G"IlERAL

•

2 - H
2 - n
2 - N
2 -. M

REG1' RANK

- 1 - -Q:':-

- 2 - G 
2 - G
zlnvc

- 2 - S -

1;M1S

A. i~cFcrllng

II. I:icr..ols
A. /':ofntt
J. 1:.':::;:'.')n

•\bb",,·C7J.a tlon::JI A- Artificor; Acql'.1t- Acquittal) A.I1.0.J... - Abflcnt Hlthcut Leavzl B- Bor.:C0.rdtcl"1
C- cO:F'ornl; CX D~C- Court Dccislo11' G- Gunn..;)'. L- I.u;ihe!;, I!- latrosf:: QH- Qu.!l7't(;:rmaste~; ftEGT
J?egl::Jcnt, PAR- Pardon I s- Sergeant.

Strlk1ns &: abus1ns n S & er:c.ou:"ogll"-8
to insult the S

In"'olvcd ~Ilth rattle -Acqul t-
" "" -Acqult-
" "" -Acqu i t-

_ " "" -Acqu! t- -
GE.NBHAL cOUin IItl.H'l'.l,tL - J~nuary 1)-15...1...-1'LI.;;'lz.9.:.. --."'-,--

L :":'(;~. - J - H - Stca11~3 ~alt fron the COUlllc:;Gry -Gullty- 50 L
n. ?:l~r"':ll - 1 - /I - In:;olence.1:: bUTntn?: hl~ R~f)lr:il~ntnl h::.t -Gu~l1tv- tOO L & n::y for h1lt ----- n~GlTia:'FALTTAj.iH'~j G(iUR r-Hlill'fi/\ L - j qnvnry '2 j=t~B:·Z'/~,:il1·1~'l~9~.====~=======
H. t;clnlt - 2 - c.: - 'i'heft -Acqult-
E. I·~ll.:lce - 2 - H - }:cr.lect of T::nt'! -!~cnl.l.lt- -

._ GENE:n!'\L GofJl!'i' -IT{!~rIAL"-::")"'ebI.unr~r 3-9_!....J:.~7·}~.===;~~:;;;~;=========
Breach of dlll:Y, dr~m.l(cn!l'::=s~ 1l!;50cle- -Gnl1ty- lJis::!ll~scd

tin:; ',:lth lloldiers & unscntlem.::.n like from
trcat~cn~ of Ccpt L, Pryor Service

Nutlny -Gnl1ty- 100 L &: nc':'uced
··Gullty- 100 L k Reducod
-Guilty- 100 L & R~duccd

-Gullty- 100 L & Roduco~

-Gul1ty- 100 L ~ Rcduce~

-Guilty- Death
-Gul1ty- Reduced & t~y for S

sent llft.cr hit!.
Picketed 10m in. & p~y

for S sent after him

1:'=. ;'_d~ms

~L:'ck:..ood
P.. GUf
Anthony
11. Ie ttic

H. Croel{CT - 2 - C -
\I • 3';)~~r_,on - 2 - C
J. ~ulllvun - 2 - B
J. :.lrc·ri:'1 - 2 - B,-

~-aller - 2 - G~.

A. ;·j.;FnrllI'1-3 - 2 - !'i
lJ. Cleavcland- 3 - D -
~ Sufferancc- J - rt -~.



~

~

"

sugnr-

25 L

puy for
50 L
50 L

25 L

39 L

Reduced
2; L
2; L

15 L
1; L

Reprimand I'< beg (S)
Pctriefs pardon

'i'heir long
conflnerecnt
sufficient:
punb;hmcnt
Relcb.sed &:

Severe Rc~rl~~r.d -

100 L &

-Gullty-
-Gullty-
-Gullty-
-Gullty-
-Gullty-
-Gullty-"
-Acquit-

-Gullty-
-Gullty-
-Gullty-
-Acqult-
-Gullty-

Cutting donn
&

dc~troylns

i>o!!1e \';000.
belong-inc; to

~~.lor HcDonnld
DH:obed 1cnce of O:..·d'ers

- 1 - H -

- 2 - S -
-1-,,1-

1 - M
i - n -

- 1 - n -
- 1 - M -

1 - H
1 - H

- i - n -
- 1 - n -

Guion -

W. Higgins

P. Scurry
H. Jono:~s

F. Eodge
E. Jockey
J. SQunderc

T. Grubbs
T. Elmore
2. Tc.ylor
C. Gunter
J. ~Iebb

P. BOilers
Lieu tcnnnt

J. Carrol

J. finch
'I'. lve!::
C. Gro031e
F. Hodge

_+'. ,-;;-[;'""'G(JljllL' 1:A1tiTAL _ Ft.:'bl'um'l 25-21, 11'19.
,..&.... j.,.I~._.t". -~--- th t 1 u.v \cqU1t -":.. :::__ -'---=--H _ Sul~.ln'·· l~quor to SO.La.!,r~ •....1 - 0\1' E e _J -

:-;:~':~:;~:ln : t _ ]>I _ JI.bse;;tlng himself 1'!'om Gua.rd 2/18/79 -Gu1.1ty- 50 L
~. J..",Joc - _ 2 _ H _ Abs9ntln3 hlm::cl!' !'rorn GU!lrd 2/10/79 & -Acquit-
.. . sUfferlr.,g a prisoner to escape
p. }I.."\sterson - 1 - M _ Drunkenness &; abusIve lc.nauo.ge to S Nhen -Gul1ty-

on Gt:n.ru
_ 2 - H - Stealing 11 piece of LlnE-1l & n pllloubler -Cul1ty- 100 L & pay for sugnr-

of sugar, \/1th 12 lbs. of sugar
2-Ji- II 'I " " .. It " II "

- 3 - N"- Rioting I'< striking ($) Copaland
- i - N -Drunkenness & deser ting his Guard 2/20/79
- 3 - C - Theft
- 1 - 11 - Neglect of duty & abus1.ve language to

(S) Staplec
T. Grubbs - 1 - S - A.W.O.L. from camp & getting drunk -Cul1ty-
,N. licghes - 1 - H - " " .. .. .. " -Gul1ty-
J. :!'J.rrlss _ 1 - i·1 _ " II " " " " -Gul1ty-
P. CflTC:Y - Po - - Thrcatcnln~ the 11,"(:9 of 2 men -Acgult- -
,--;;;;;-';=:;;-__-,_--,, ,.:G"'E,,'t::'lE~'f;;;IA;cL"::c:G:c'0:iu,,~'i'·rc_\ -;;""IA;:I';;.'i:!-A L - nure h 1 5-21 , 1 '(i'19"(.--.'- ~,~~ - __
D. t>!.D.lone - 2 - Ii - Leavlno post & opertUl3 a Naggon -GUIlty- 50 L
J. ~!~ad - 2 - a - ".... ,. .." -Gullty- 50 L
Js. Taylor - 1 - H - A.~.O.L. fro~ camp & -Gul1ty- 25 L

Susp1cion of Theft -Acqult-
A.tI.O.L. frolU C:c:.U1p & -Gullty-
Suspicion of Theft -Acqult-

Insolence to Lt fltchardson -ACClult-
Drunkenness If.: absence from Roll Cell -Guil ty-

" ,," II 11 " -Gullty-
Insolence to (S) Petrie -Gullty-



;;:;:-;;r:;o 1,;

Red.uced-thl'! L
Reduced-the L

50
0

1,

L&
L &

39 L

o ~. ~

..Theft

- Z - H -

3 - PI -
3 - H 

- 1 - H -
- A -
- 2 - C -
- 1 - C - Scl11nS

behaviour
In~oleTice

" 'p.>-. loU 01' 'I'h. I l,; _.A<"-l~1.!Lt_
:".)" _ _ II .. ,. -Ac U'-<'ct"'-=- _

r G~.fi:;IlJl. GOUrl'.' [·l}\Hl'l.4.L - April - U r 1'/"79 •.. ' ,,-.t:.

\i. leli:ll~on

Rldcnburgh
/'Joo]"
Sn'.lndcrs
C9.rey
flc~sel13

T. Donovan

J.
C.
J.
P.
Po.

Repea.tedly A.H.O.L. fro:n querters
AttclDptln.; the life of Gotfrled L::n:rey

Dccertlon
liquor 1I1thout leavo. riotous
awong the ~oldlcr6 utter 'llattao
&; contemptuous behav10ur Hhen

oruered unaer Gue~d

_ flEGHI<;ll'l'AL @~a' sj COUW~~f,R'1'IAL - April 19-21, 1779.
E. Sholl - 2 - C - lnuoluncc G; ub:obcdi~ncc of ordcrs _Gul1·';t~y;;'_1-~.uc"'nl!C::c"d"'u::c::<::d'-------

~:=rli,;!Zhl?I.L_\.!::_fili~'~r=-COOH·f iTIUl'l'iAL - April ~'1-2~, 1'1'/9.
A.iI.V.I •• lGr ~ dU.'y~ ..~_GuJlt.y-

l'. I~obcrt::;on 
J. Frrtguc
\0\. Xc"rlll
;1. HUt~hC9

II. O~lVls

G. B:l.l;;cr
? Poph:lm
J. Fcrd
'r. Hlgz1.ns
W. 1'o\ln
J. Noor

l)c-n. ti1
100 L
Dcuth
100 L
100 L
Denth
100 L
D~ath

100 L
100 L

12 1,

- lJ:! r:;- ,I

-by CH

-by GH

- by C,{

ReducerlD, Hunt

J. Connolly
',{ . ilelnit
'r. Connolly

1
- 2
.. 1

- H -
c 

- n -
50 L

60 L
6: Reduced

•



" . " ..... ~ ... - j - II
G. rll r:g - 1 - H -
J. 'doad - 2 - H -
H. H!!.zcll - 1 - H -

';';-Thcse date. 1·:cr~ taken from the Brlf)tlde O:.....derly Books (July 2J. 1 '178-Decc!ilbcr )1, 1778, o.~d

October 2L~t 1778-j'~rch 1, 1779) of the Continental Artillery cnd thG Ro1g1mcntal Orderly Books
(l;ovc::lber JD r 1778-Februnry L~. 1779. and February 5f 1779-~~Y 30, 1779) of wUlb's Second Contin
ental Artillery. 'l.'hese Orderly Books are in the "nnuscrlpt Dlvision, Neu York Historical Society.

1-1. HUE;hes - 1
Js. Jack - 1
J. Chlttenden- 2
E. Clcav~l~nd- 1

----- ,

~ _ G~mclng

- lot - ..
- G - Allowing a prisoner 1n t~elr charge escape

11 - " " II " .. to I'
-. -,-...... P-. -..- ,,_ __ ......

1

........
,-,
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The n.,.me
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Uc,tc~ 1" theSe COlOP:>'" rolls '"ere tal:o

n

fro~ the conthlY ouster rolls of the cont1nc~~:>1 hr
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ch1
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1on
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1
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tem
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• 177
8
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e

of any ~~:Udd\lal on •. p"rt10ule:- dC.
te
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e ""mc a 1'1'.ar

o
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5 f,.rtlOureI'S

)

~--_:--.-



11us
ter

Rolls of co",psnies belo :oJ;i
l1
S to the nro

t

continental !~~ilHr:' "hilC st.. tio r_
cd

.. t Pluc}:o"ln fro

e

December, 1778, to June, 1779.

HI

James Jo,:,,_"\ston
Rich~rc. ?:out1.n
Gunn~r5_ . -.- h
HeuO H1 ~u;.·es

ThO]";;Zl.S cross
John Jer.k!..r.S
Fifer
Jesse Peale
l".:ltTOSse s- -~p.ober\; $::~!;hej·

Franc is D:;er
l<i3.jOr callans.n

llnlter ·,lilJ.j·a.~s

Edward To.ylo:::
John Suchil1
Ch:lr1es Gunter
Frederic1: ::'.lll
Eli:;}1a. Jones

corn:>!'31S
c~w~y~ 3h~~~1~tvn

Lt. ":1111~:l stevenson

Hen-
Q.fflcer~

§econd Co~p::tny

Re~tner.t~l OfflC~~S
colone~c~urle" c~rr,son \cO,,~nc.r)
Lleuter'.ant Colonel sa.'.fari Carrir.sto:'l.

Major Chrlstl~~ r.o
1cer

Lt. Richard ria~er3 (ridjut~~t)
capt. Lt. A!I1orose oohan~.on
Thomas ChrlSt1e (SU'I'seo

n
)

o

§..e!f~e.nt.§.
sauu.::J.. CJ.05 5

Tho1ll9.S Grubbs
llilliam E:!11ns

Bo:nO::l::·C'~.e'!' ~
BUr\~el'i ~3Con
Lo:::',d.s st. John
B1Ch3-rd sprJ,.tllf f

t'\G.tro :1Ses
"Thomas c"hunn 11:¢'

A..ro n Ball
l~athan r!ushes
Alc~nder Chl1~S
John Har:::-t· s
BenjD-min Kldd
Rlcho.rd Shea.r;rood

Thomo. s Alphin
Abra\1a.m Pissot
Thomas ElI:iore
Charles Ie:ro ;n3.rl

sa.mue~ Dyer

capt. Nathaniel 3uri{el
1

Capt. Lt. Joh:'l. Blair

~----~
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corpore.1.=?
John Ll.P~CC;l"':)
Samuel JchnsO:l
~Toha.n Flesh:le:r
James \;s.tel· S

Gurme:!'S
james f.{cuor:,l).r'·
\I HHOJ!l L;-..l
James 33-rn~s

Fife"
John-Ketler
Ha.tro:;se~

Thom3.S 1-;;e5
John Jone G

Ed\.:aru Peet:
John llyl"na.
'141.111.<1.:;\ nU:isel1

Fro.r.e 1s So~~e

corj)or(\l~
John 011:;e1'
Peter J or.e. s
Berla.h ',;est
Gnn....1ers
\'1111 1G.'Zl L'3-r.gham

Hornit'-S Rict'.:lrd.so n

Fifer
Hoses 30,,.;er5
11atros!'Ze~
Ed'.lard ;..in~.a;:l!'
ThOiuas 0 I 1;e,\1
Richard Ss,::1:'ci.'d
James S?2r~9.\:'1
ThOi!'laS Sc.r:ford.
Charles ',U.llians
John He'ob
Drurr \;1 ilkenson
Oliver Y~rrlngton

Lt. Richard ~..lD.tcrs

Lt. William ~111er
Lt. BenjS\~in \iossey

1·1 en-
§..eTGeant.!.

ietrie
l\aJor LiPScomb
John Carole
BombardicrG
EliCJ. S J...O,ngfu;.:n
JuliuS co:ner
Hotley l~L\ddoX.

Drnmmer
John .1:orter
l~ntro:'5e!i
Jo,mes k3eve:-S
Charles Broa.ch
Joseph Cl.:l;:r ton

John Grant
James &;.rdlr.g
Ja~es House
W1lllo.m lio.ylej"

QffiO e :-!';

capt. Drury ~osd~le
c~pt. Lt. Wl11i~~ Go~~~

Th~rd comn!ln;[

ser~eantl!
Wil1.lam ?l(;;et
Hi 11 i.aro. i'\ i tcho.':1
G:rlffl. th Evans
Bom"b:>.rdlerE-
HObert 1'lnney
Ellas Boyar
Drur,l..'O.er
'GeorGe -rr1.tts
I·\atrosses
MajOr At~:en::>or..

Beubin htkenson
Le',tlS Bo,"~d=ee
Benja~ln Bl~~enzhi?
Artex: BenneT;t
PhiliP 'Dot.ers
James Ch~Oc~rl~ln
Joslc.h Corr.elius
Thomas Dole:;l.an
:PhiliP Eveus

Officers

cnpt. Anthorv Sir~leton -
capt. Lt. Ambrose Boh!l!U10

n

Men-

\
I



coroora".\.s
'lfober 'C ;:jC0 't t
Elia.s rlingate

GUr'_'1ers
Tnome.scolep,en
Charles l~el:lS
ThOtD,aS co.rter

f1r.r
Jo\1ncott l).

FIg.trosse~
\H.lli.B.:.l L~~I
George Rice
J(\m~s sul11""!a.n
Gill \,:elch
Benjo.c3..~ '.:elc'r.
1"13..che.e l. \lelCh
Geor 6 c ~::.l'::er

£rum ;.~ u 10..!.
Robert ri~~t RUbb~rd
f'lfe Hn ,at"
Tho1cas Parr
Q.2 rUo rr\::l.~
I,:at t Allen
Thoeas ',ul.rd
Jc.oes Alexanie~

Gun'l".e:~s
'Eel",ar-:'LCIf\r\':.e
sa:cue1 \lll\:i~s

HatT'DSS9 S

-Zach i~9.nce
'rlilliE:l.rJ. po,olell

samuel Ss.r.r...ifcr

Beverly sp.=:ncer

!szac l~er:=Y
Ja!U9S ;,'(us5ro '/B

Lt. SI;.I!l\i..el Drc.dfo
rd

J 0 h!l Da.nd.rid.;;e
Lt. ~i~lia~ Heredith

serr:.eant l'~f\~or
~- -~J\ls.:.lniEln CD,rtwri

6
ht

Quarter Mageer ser~e~nt
e:m.e~ i::I.lue s

ser~ea.nts
~s Oidla1te

Thomas l:!.ood
Bot:\bardiers
John Jorde-n
Jatn8S Loyd
f1fer
'PhilJohnsol'l
H.o.tro~ses
\i'Yliiam -~b.rns
Chris t ian Bland.
'IHl1e.m Kelly
John K1elY
John 'Furlough

ser:::e~nts
ifho'::ls-S flQb:L.

nSon

Jo:;eph Ball
Bo.'1""::;3.rdi.ers
\H.l.il.uC Freeman
Tl1o;t2.S Lei.gh

DrU::l:t!er
Thoca,;11 lJ.1<lns
Hat!"osses
jor.n t:le'ia.nder

RO'b!3rt Bryson
Ed,,'lf'!,:rc De9.ns

,111110-'" f1tzhUO
h

John Fls\,>~r
1111110-'" H"tt

on
sa.:::.ue1 nend.ersor.
Joh...Tl Jon9S
JO:ieph Lock

Offtcers- ~

c~pt. James Pendleton
c~pt. Lt. John pryor
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Seventh COl1lo"nz

Capt. Hl1110.n Brot:n
Ccpt. James Smith
1st Lt. James ~cFadde~

Serr-::c.a.nts
Increase Staples
Issac Adams
Henry SIeck
Thom9.s Barber
Patriclc Corcor3.n
Ch3.rles Ste'rrart
BO:Dbardie!"s
Mun lic\'I'lte
Thom9.S Condrale
IHchael 0 I Brien
\~1111aro Jones
\-11111am Beaney
Dru:n:::l€:r
Sanuel Brooks
Hatroh~CS

Jcr-_;, ~~
Issac Burton
George Bal:er
Willian Co~~ally

Rob2rt Ce:.opbell
Tl~othy Co~~elly

J oh!1 C~rrelle

Tho~as Carter
Jat'-es Coale
Pat::'lcl': Coursey
JaI:!.es C~r}:e

Hugl1 Champl1n
Jel:es COT.pton
Hl11iE:.:1 D3.vls
John E7ans
John Fitzgerald
Jor~~ Fitzs~ralds Jr.
Jo~.:l Foll:cs
J~es Foard
Reuben Scott
Jat:es Hhallno
Jonatr..!ln Gill
Igngtl~s Griffen
Daniel Keavey
Henry Klggs
John Heed
JaDes 'I'eylor
John Saunders

Officers

Hen

2d Lt. CIC!J~:lt S!~lnctt

2d Lt. Alexander il~lcon

Corporals
Arthur Karne G

TaI:11in .Spencer
11attheH l~d9.ms

John r.ade11ff
Thom~_c Far:-::.1I18'
Gunner~ .
Ph1lip Q'3rlen
John Vllug~n

John COIU1elly
Janes Royston
Flf~rz

David Yot\r'...3
John Cn~roll

11e.tror.:.~s

Hlclla;l~ughs
\·!ill~~r.1 !'!::}:e~::;=n

EdHard Jefferson
Wl111e~ Joh~3ton

Francis JohT.~ton

Peter LaHrrH!.ce
J~seph k. Lo7elr
John Lynch
JacE:s j-j':o.ree
Ch!:.rles i'~errltt

Henry !·:aga!l
Ch~rles HcGlaghlcnd
Nayc Hevln
Benj~l~ ?at~ore

Francl~ Pop:-"'''
Samuel Poph'-t!1
J olm Re:>rnolds
Crerles Grool'J
Hark Goldsb~r:ry

Joseph Pogue
Peter Robinson
John Rosdes
Darbj" Spel::.:e:i
Tho!!'l~s S::::!l tJ'~

Ch~rles Sut~on

Robert Sr::lth
John SIne':
Ja=cz :!al:h
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Eighth Co!:rca~'1

..

CO:-tlo!"als
Jonn C~::-z:e
Timothy Docovan
Tho::.as Gral!"'..ge=
David
AleAan~e= ~c~ullen
DaVid. ioJ'hi te
Gun'!ler=
John .6rad.y
Philip Jon~s

John ~lt=-?atrick
Daniel i1el11
J.:!lt!"ns:3e::
Danle 1 .'iodden
Tho::!c.s P.a:!'1d3.11
Hl11iatil Reid
Anire:" Sr-.ri:r..k
John Hal"l.cl.l~n

Janes Jaclc
JO:-.....'1 Je.llome
lier.:=y :(.alliher
!o!S.tthe"tf Kelly
John Sandall
Joh."'l Taylor
John Hheeler
!i1111am ~la1d

Rlchsrd ~il~er~on
Hugh ~·;c!:o\oie.l

Boser 0'Do:-..alc.
Da:!!el Dor.oghu..?:

2d Lt. nicholas Rlcket:s
2d Lt. YOUl"-5 :J1lkenson

Q,fflce:r-s
Ca~t. alc~~d Dorsey
C~pt. Lt. Ebenezer ?lnley
1st Lt. Robert :l1lm.ott

Ser;:ee:'!.ts
'J:'homas '::>iel1so!l
Jam~s Rice
TholUS.s S.:nlth
Saa:uel Tho.iIlpson
ROb1!rt Thowpso!l
Da71d lia1sl!
Boo.:.a:r-dlers
\·llJ.lioJl Day
John Ple=zon
Patrick Shou;hness
John Turner
l1atrosses
Ja;:~s .der:-:;
John Brlz::lt
Rob~rt Britt
Hlchasl CO!lnor
Hl111am Delany
B]";~..a.n Fa.rrel
De~ls Flar_~!g2n
111l11am Fo::-":;.s
Hl11ism Grl::aes
Jo:1..'1 ffo;'fard
Job_"l Brlan
HO;'lel LeWIs
;11c.hael i~cp:a:-';on
Phil ;'!'3.sterson
l111113.iJ i';c::a:::!3rs
Free~.an n~:....=.an
F!"~d<;!:r10k ':l:~e



Ninth Comp:m:v

Officers
Capt. John Chmnpe Carter
Capt. Lt. Thor.Jss Dix

I-jen
Serr;eo.nts
h9.rtln HcKennon
Jacob Diener
II1111"Ul Cook
Boobz.rdiers
Neal Broun
John Adc.ms
DrulU."er
Hilllom Sharmon
Hatrosses
111111"" Almond
Robert Broylt\
Joseph Bishop
Luke Bullen
IHcholas Dorsey
\Hlll2.!!1 Dicl;:lc
Hattheu" Ellis
Re~=i~ G::"i!"!"it~

Robert Kelley
Jeremiah Lev1

Tenth CC'r.l~

Officers
Cap~. Sauuel Eddins
Capt. Lt. Leuls Booker

Ser~COf'.ts

Joh~ Clllck
Christian Ca~ltho!1

Chs.rles Ponell
~Oi:Cs.rrl1ers
Richard Croxton
Jat!.es Gintr:..
Qrl~D.!..'er
Geo:"Z~ Anderson
!ia.t""osses
ZaCh Bo;de:
Joseph Clark
Jcrez.:lln'l C1e> :·
~l • -~ ..

11:U.ao Creen:.er
John LYle
C\-,·· l· L'- cz l'leB.... . .

-nj::l.Ia.11: Lauson

122

Lt. Hl111::t.l:l rothrccs

Cort-o!"!.!,l
Hill.l.cl.l:t SU:mlers
GUlUlerc
Henr.)" .h.:.~"se 11
BenJ~~~n Shurles
Uelll7 raddlcton
H111lE'~m Chevls_
l"lfer
'Urla11 3roclt
Natrcs.c::es
Terrc:lce i-icDc}'I..ald
Crorles j-i.cCollcster
h'lllic.m Po~'rors

Th~I~.9.s Ruff
Henry ::azzell
Hl111a!.!1 Sol~s

Hl11ia:u Suttles
Gid.~c~~ Hi!'~

John Hren

Lt. Rlch=.rJ. .tI1Il

Corno:r'=-:.ls
Christ:~.:::'ll Pr~r.::es

Augustin 13>-1115
'.-1111iuD Hlchle
Gunners
r11111a~ Bou:;ha:-l
Richard Rogers
Fifer
John Sneed
j·j£l.tro3ses
Hich9.rd. I-'arl!:er
Jacob :'.:'.:11
Eci,ial"d S::-·5C
James Hhite
John :il1e:s
I,:;sc.c ;:e~son

John Denton
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Eleventh Coml:O.:lm~

Capt. Thomss Baytop
c"pt. Lt. H1111am Gaines

Sergeants
Gar\"ln r..an:l1ton
John Cooper
James Tucker
Bombardier
Hil11am Foster
Dru::.mer
R.1chs.l'd. Curle
l1atros::es
Hilllam Aler.and.er
Valentine Bethel
H.al~ Carter
John DUHon
Hllliam G1ntry
John Graves

Officers

"~

Lt. Holl~nd l-I9.ynle

Corn::n'al
Jel!:.ez :aa~·lle

Gnrmer
Joh...." ~opp2r

PHer
John Ulll1et!:s
Natrosses
Henry ucey
Jo11:'1 r'~or5o.n

Nicholas Horrough
Wl~lit:tU1 PO',ils
John Roach
Hichael Sulllyan
JEloes Srerp
Peter Spr1n$flela

Cant. Hhltehead Coleu~l'!.

1st Lt. Tho~~s Fl~~

Ser:ceants
he:\; tihet·r DreHry
Je.!:es Ch:.-lstlan
\il111am
Bo'i\ bo.rd.1er s
John Dunn
John Jones
Dru,-:l:ner
ThO'ZlS Hooten
Hetrosses
RlchZlra rle:lson
\o/1111am Ferrell
George Gr~:r

Fielding B:!.rsoi::
R'\rtle t Lee

Officer::
2d Lt. Robert Da~d=id;e

Cornornls
"Jarren r9.rl~er

Sanuel Carter
l11111c.I:l. j,jc'£yre
Gunner
John Al1..en
Fifer
Thoc.:ls Cacpole
Hatross~s

Sacu~.l Dret..:-y
John Lynch
James Clarl:e
Jo11.'1 A:;pln~·:all

Tho::2.s ':c.rte::..
John S!3.:r.dees

=
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iiu;:::tcr Bolls of comjl~nl~z belonglno to the Second
Contlnellt~l A 'tillery .;hl~c st:lt1.on:;,i e.t Pluc;-;:·~::!.in fro:l
DeccJlb~rI 1778, to June, 1779.

, Re~loc#:~t9.1 Offi::.ers
Colonel Jo:m .l....:l:.1I) \ CO:"':"-:.J.r.d.er)
Lleutel"..3.nt Colonel J::oenezer 5te7e:iS
1st Lt. Issac iiubbell (Ad.jutanc)
2d Lt. Wl111D.!J Strachan
J.D. Crlroshler (?~y r~ste~)
Henry Cunnlfl..;r.a::::l (5~!'5e2.~t ;'~jo:-)
Uriah Ro.ile.nd. (~.l9.rter=aster Se:-seant)
J. ~lessels (Drulll :-laJo:-)
Dr. Gar=et Tunison (Sur3~on)

First; Co~'Oan.'...

Off~.cers
Capt. Sebaetlan Dauman
Capt. Lt. George Fleelng
C~pt. Lt. J~cc~ 2eed

Serr,;eunts
Iss.:lc S~r!!!ets

H11112.:':1 ;':cKinney
John :aurnsitle
Eomb=.rd.lers
Joh.:l 03;-J~nd

James :·~cDonng.ll

Druz:mer
Jolm He3sels
Va trosses
rG~ac Chace
Peter Cret.ly
Ull11a!:l Dre.!\:e
Rlchzrd Dyc1Q!13.!l
John Fl~sley
Peter Fuller
ThomaG Garrison
Tho;;;as Jones
JOS~1.:.e. Kl tchuo
S1.i:!eon Loshey

r,len

1st Lt. 59.:,:ter p.o1J(e)
2d Lt. ?eter ;'~~stle

Corpn::-als
?e ter ;~1:;>

GeoTc3e :;.::.rlar:d
Gunr:ers
S£lr:.Juel Ge.uler
De.vld ~uc.olph

Wl111r:.:J. Gurtley
Fifer
Robert Sar.d~:rs
Hat1"'OS~~=

DS\"ld Co::-m,all
Jacob Fo:-ris
Abrah9.~ 2:1ckho~i

John ?eins
Gasper Stj'~ets

Peter Scurry
John Taylor
Adc.u 1;9.::.~ell

Feter You!"",;
:Janiel Ca!::pbell



Cor"l')ore.l s
'Paul soromers
Elisha Shell.
Gunners
j"ames "'Sradl.er
Donald HcClean
Hatro sses
"james airrls
Issac Johnson
John Kinsey
Clo"Q'er !Ashier
EllphS.le y :·lore
John Hallot
1.\ ichae '1 Roe
John Ro'LJinsOn
Rlenerd Savage
D..niel s"ith
Lavi 5h..:-jl

2d Lt. John \·;"ldron
2d Lt. Chillion ford

COI'!:orc.ls
Ja.:aes Litle
o\~en HcCarth:r
John :·1cDon.a1.d
Joh."l tl-eville
Jose?h Olll~er

Cur.::ers
RUc..olPh
Ja::es Fletcher
C19.=ke s Proud
Joseph '..l1.1J.1..Z>DS
Firers
~fillia'" Ellis
John Jones
HatroSse3
\D.111ao IT"c:-!a.th
Pat=ick. actlult1
~lilllaI!l R-::>biso n

pa,tric.1t ReilY'
Edmn"d. ~falle.ce

2d Lt. SalQUe1 Dotty
2d Lt. GeorGe ~utton

Hen
~

Officers- -

four th Cot:roany

9ff1cer~

John Doughty
Lt. Thomas ThO~?Son

§..er?ieanl;!.
T. Coc\1I:J.n
James For":les
IH11it'r.1 Scott
Bomb3.rdiers
rravid Johnson
Joh:l H~lspaugh
John tlartln
Drurncers ~ Flfer 3

'I"os;;:c-Do tr
Squire H,;::.:·rls

}\o.tToSSes
Bezellel-Ackley
CoTU'e.d Bush
stephen c~ster
Jar.J.es Ca.sey
John Do.lfis
<li11i"" Hi55 ins
Be::rn3.rd. Hulsan

Cajlt.
C"jlt.

Second. Cor.ronny

ser~e9.nts
"Leonard. Broome
J. Ryer
JllCOb spiegel
BOr;\bB.rdlers
Robert Diciier
Samuel. EssOP
George GadsbY
Jere~lah Pasc h.a.

1

DrU!!'.!l1ers
Robert Jeff
John scrousa

l·ta-troSses
Johl" Cald;,e11
Peter Gainer
Iltluam Gill
Peter Jordan
John Jones
Samuel t\.insey
Robert Learner
'I'hotcas t1cfar11I'3

CD-pt. James Lee
CD-pt. Lt. H1.1l1.a.m pOl,;e

r



Fifth CO!DO~nY- -

Andre',T :'\oodie
Lt. Jor~S Simouds
Lt. George Leasycraft

Cor-oore.1S
Wl111a~ 3uc~~n~n
Hugh c::-okert
Gun':'lers
Tho:nas -
Robert Bnglls~,
David Rar~':l.o:,a
Jo'yl1"1 ?e.t.te,::,son
Ja::les Li'Ctlc
Se::::ue1 i'~ iller
;oifer
Ja.:nes Pu::-cS
l1a.trOSs~s
hle):£l.~~ :io~fe.t
Chris to-phe::- :·adle:.
G ldeon ChaCE::
Ale:-:a,.nder ;.~cCoy
William Nichols
HUSh pe.ulley
David. pembrook
Joseph S:!llth
\-IUlian 5',"'"
J a~es Van Ge:rd.er
corneliUS vanierho

of

Robert \a-5~:1.~

J esse '.~ood
Ale7..ander :!ou.n6

capt,
Capt.
Capt.

Serg;eants
Abie~ p~:Ctrl
James s~e.ck
Ed\lard. Es.yne
lo1oses I.3.tta.
Borob3rdiers
Tholllas Kel~on
Jo'!'~ Sul1i:ven
Ja.m~s Bro~in

Dru-"'lreeT s
John nart ',l'lCk
James Pembrook

Ha,\;;r05Ses
\J ill lam Eot'..s.nn3.:\
Ja~es Boyd.
\-lilliM cunni 115h

a;:l

David corbin
John Douglas
Joh."t DOU$hloSS
Joseph Deacon
Joh" Sulllve."
James Sherer
ThO~s Griffiths
John Garnet
Enos ?..e.S3e.rty
Rugh Lindsey
Andre·tl i·icFarl1ns

Officers- - 2d. Lt.
2d Lt.

Joseph Ashton
\olillia:n strachan
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Co:."'Oor~ls
~llllle.!!l j:elni t
Jesse Bro....!l
Gunn~rs
~-,",onn 'Iahone:{
JoshU:J, Blsr.,,:>?
l1e.t:-os:::"'!;
Ab=aha.::. -iyer
Wl11ia~ Rob~=~50n

John Russell
Robert alchar1scn
John sunierlin
John S~l th
Joseph Varleul e
Jacob \oIl1s1e
John Yurkse

2d Lt. Issac Guion
2d Lt. ?ranc1.s ShaH
2d Lt. Peter \·:ood.weo.rd.

Hen-

Officers

c

Sixth Cooz'J:a.ny

•

Sergeants
Joseph Van E~bur6~
Robert Britt
Nathaniel Higgins
Joseph 'Eoerso n
Borobard1.er
John H.evere
Drumi:er
Lemuel lans10y
Hatross :- s
Gaoriel iJi:;hoP
John Cogan
Abraham Dl.\tcher
John David
Jacob Hicks
Joseph Hunt
Ambrose lAio''''

Capt. Gershoo aott
capt. Lt. Joseph Thom3s
1st Lt. Issac Hubbell
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Ninth Co~nn.:ln~t

Off1cers
Capt. Lt. illlllsro. Stevens
1st Lt. Hen.ry \inr~ng

2d Lt. James Bre:'I"ster

Hen
Serp'cants
Jeremiah Finch
Chs.rlcs Kns,p
Joh.n ~ot... r.d
Joseph I.cckuood
J erud LoC!C;iood
Dombardle:-s
Eb.. j.:lh ',ihl ~ln5
Mead. 1·1 erchel
Abraham F..ays
Samuel J ehnson
Dru"'lr.ter
1\lmo~hj" Loc!mood
Hatrosses
John l:;;;w.rley
John EroHn
\lillia:!! Creduck
Israel De.vis
SaiIl\i.el F:"r:c.h
Joseph Gorho.m
Nath:l111el HOlues
David lock;lCJod
Elijah ;·iead
Daniel l·i elone

21. Lt. Stephen .0..111:10:
21. Lt. Samuel ~fhltlno

Cor"OO!"?ls
Jose):;, _'::,,-S.vls
Hl11ic:t ·.';ort.:~rs

!rare l!lzkerson
Israel .=:e:-rud.
Gunne:-s
Pete:- Beets
~1oses Loc~:-.,ood

Sa-:1uel i:r.ap
Theodosious ?a~sons

Hatrosse:s
Jesse :-urcj"
John 2eed
James ?ogers
Vall~~t~~e ~eynol~s

Davie.. Slate:-
Ed=ond S~"e~~l)'

Willlac TO:.,'11i
Davi\l ·,.'islon
James ilessells
N9.th!!.~lel ',~eb'!:l

Ju~t'.1S: ',{hitney
William L':::''1!l!on

Eleventh

Off'ic(!r:::;:
1st Lt. Joh~ l·illes 2d Lt. John Trxoop

Ser~car.ts

James Akin
Edmond Sherman
Wl111c~ Cooke
Bom'h.-:'l.rd lers
George Dl;con
EIJ'l.3.than ;-111es
Dr UI'1"1er
John \'1111co:-:
ltatro3ses
\l1111£.i.!D. ,I.lley
Oliver Bradly
Samuel 30rro~~h=
Nathaniel B1.sho,?
Thomas Bills
J nco b furt:s

Hen
Gurmer3
Jo.rcu. Chi';tel~den

John Thor.las
Fifer
\l111io.m 'dlse
i·latrosses
John ;:cClouc.
ThoIr..:!.s Cos!i~J.l

Jotr.c.o FentO:l
Sar-:u~l Gibso:'l
John J~ckcon

Chrlsi;opher Leach
Gu~' Lester
Caleb Leste:
Bro.:"":?~on :":ltc!1zocl~

Jch3.c:Jd AlU.ng



Fourth Comj3.nv

~uster Rolls of co~p~nies belo!~ins to the Third
continent~l Artillery while st~tio~ed ~t Pluckeci

n
frc=

December t 1776, to June, 1779.

Q~~rteT~3.5ter Se:,~e3.~t
'iho::D3-S :;).Ll'l, .r:.e
Fife ::"CI,. '0:-
SD.;:l\lC 1. ,·:llllS
COTTlor:.\ls
Tho~as I,Sr.san
ThO~Zl.S Glc'ler
cyrr.s ~,2.ydan
Blno:1¥ ~o·,;nrc.

Gun.1'le:- s
Asa A~~S
Daniel ','Ihe'dl~r
David Sc.uthlD.n1
Lemual Gate~

Samuel Gates
}~'\tro5ses

HenrY fry
Jonah Jcree.n
Joseph :·:ors e
1.18.thew O' Bryan
HD.tho..n~el Pitts
Le'yli.~ Gl~ferlet

Jul1.o.n ';~e.:1
Ch;:!.r~es Ltnott.
Ralph \100 loan

1st Lt. Jacob Gole..:';9.1~h
Zd Lt. Jo!1..."'1 :-'3:,:,15

3

Re~tme~tP-l Offtcc~s
o Colo~el-jorn cra~e \co=~~~~er)

Lleuten9.nt Colonel JoP.n ?o?~:1:1~
Charles Kono'"rIes (Pay i''3.S >;2:')
Tho~s Parker (~arter~s~er)
Dr. Sa~uel Adacs (sur;eo~)
B. A. Uph3.::l (sur3eOn' 5 i'~ te)

§.e.!,Ece.rt ,.V.:do!..
Chal"les ht~I:C',or.'lO

DrU1..1 !'.:l '\or
Jos:~lua ;s.-r::':r
Serl\eg~ ... tG
'E"ph'l.iat1 "TIro"res
AcrE!.ha:: p..:lnd.
Na"CI;:lni e1 Keyes
Liko. liaydon
Henry Lucl':.i~
B'oml>:J,:rdier :;
~illJ.am Gib~on
Nathg.n Le',·r1.s
Lemuel 5tQdd~rd
Jose-ph S'.·rartridge
Dru'!Clcr
'Peter 'GntJ:3.n
Hatl'OSse 5
Robej..t; Benernft
Ebenezer Sill
Nathaniel B1.ll
David D",n"rell
\ll11~a:'l Booth
George Calder
Jese Fosd.l.ck

orn.cers

Ca"Pt • BenjD::rJ.n ~rothl:'lgh9.0
caFt. Lt. Isaieh Bussey
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Fifth CO:::';)3.-:'l'r

Officers
Capt. \/inthrop Sargent
1st Lt. James Eall

Men
Ser,c;eent
Beuben Jagger
DruIl1!:!sr
John Saunders
riatrosses
David Austin
Cornelius Bengen
Thon:as Bagnell
Phillip 3rooks
Nicholas Le Clair
J OM Guillard
Jacob Ger..:an
Bar::holemeH' aurl:..-

2d Lt. Joseph Bliss

Gunners
:trInes !il~t
II11lia" Bur t
Nathaniel Fuller
j':.o.tro~seJ=:"

John Hooper
Nlchael la=klin
Ephr"-I,,, Ridlin
Ss.t::.uel Vlclcry
Joseoh D.tott
Elij,," Vickry
.Tohn \'ledg0



El~hth Co:nvany

Offlce:-s
Capt. Nut~~niel Donnell
Capt. Lt. ThoQSS Vose
1st Lt. Joseph Perry

Men
Sergeant Hajor
Asa Copland.
Drum llo.jor
II1111am Laudon
Serseants
Nathan Cf13.!Ilplln
Sllas Barber
John Cockel
James \il1sey
Lott House
Henry Scheineman
l:!omb~rd.lers

John James Nordough
Joseph IJ'..ackey
Gall Cole
Thomas Shepan
Jacob Hhl1ter
Dr\.t~mer

\-iillla:n Hoodstock
Hatrosses
Joseph Allen
Matt;heH Asterman
James Boudino
Pattlslus Band
Frar..cis Bertho
Charles Bu-"T"U!.an
Samuel Bro~'m

Joseph Boucarut
J OM ~'11 Coy
James Doutey
Janas Sln..."ll:r

1)1

2d L~. Daniel ;-tcIane'
2d Lt. Joseph Drisk1ll
2d Lt. Wl111a~ ~oor

Qu,arte:- ;·;aster Ser~eant
John Eayers
Cornorels
1'1 lIes riu·oba:-d
r·latthe\; Eonk1ns
Enanuel Jockey
John rAr;"lood
Ephr!l10 Coock
John Gartsee
Gun.'lers
Abraham Brinton
Gcorge Head
PeteI. !'1one~r

Andre,,; Ke~?er

Richard. Van Os~an

Fife::-
'Benons E""rrl.!i
Hatrosses
John DeHltt
Patrick HcDomitt
John Good
to! 1ch9.el Geer
Natthew Green
Hugh Jones
John Kester
James Krauss
W1ll1a:. Kelly
Emmanuel Le'lis
George Og11sby
flobert Hob1nson
Pater Vun=~{.
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Capt. John Lillie
Capt. Lt. Thocas Barr

Sergeants
Ephraim H11ton
John J ackI:1an
John Pocock
Henry Stevens
&!!!.b~_rdl,,;,!'s

Thomas HCJJowl
Neal Campbel
Ben Cleaveland
Ben Hunt
John Ho binson
Dru..il.mer
Stephen Cr~en
Mat:-osses
Jan.'"1. EroHn
Le,,,is Cary
Peter El1nnd
Daniel Elmore
Antony Francis
Davis Francks
Charles Benet
John Jones

Officers

t-len

1J2

1st Lt. J~~oo ~eope~

2d Lt. Joh~ Lls~ell

CO!"no!"al.::
Geo=ge JJ.:J,rron
Wl111a-:i\ 3aydon
})enn~s ?o;an
Jeremiah Smith
Gunr.ers:
Bo bert H9.\';10.ngs
1'1 ichael Hoare
Hatthe~'l Thoi!1pson
John Ncl:~nzle

l1atro~sf!s

.John ;·joo1'e
Christian :·!.JO::'-C
Jat:les :lurphy
Arch1bald !relson
Francis Pic1~e.rd

Alezander Ross
John nadenbac!cer
Ephral0 Sufferan::e
Christo \.Jl111r'-3
Rees Pugh
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Nicols's Co:l':.s.n',

Thomas Hh1t'X.3.n
Benje=ln r..;:l.tch
Da71d Kna.pp
Josiah Glz:rlc
DO-rius Sheer=sn
Abell Sher:::.s.n
wV"/ Hatch

Nllyle Jay
J. park-eT
Levi l,:an
AU5ustl.:.~ polee
J lrl...'\{ir.s Paloer
Nil thanlel Peck
stephen r.oSers
Jno2s Stoddor
Oliver Sut:son
B:lyl~ton pot.ter
Ja09 s Eu t ~cr
J. Set".rs
Benj~~ln Stevens
sc.:luel Stutson
Gershou S'Pee.r
J. Thorp
Thoffi3.S Hood

Lt. Samuel Jo~~son

M.S. T. Patten
Lt. Bela ~lcholas

Men-

Men

Offlcer~

Officers

Pozt'o CO'rn'O:3.nY

capt. Anthony Jost
Lt. Garret Brower

Jonathan Bates
Ebenezer Bills
Seth B!ldlaeh
saI:lue~ Bul'U".
Jonc.tt'~n Bradford
C. cortis
Silva.nus Cook
B3n)nmln Coleoore
:Lf:rtlel. COlfir..g
Ed.Ho.rd Dam:l.O n
Daniel EdHc:.rd:J
samuel. Freeman
Josiah Fuller

'? Hous
Abnor F.olmes
J. Hutter
Samuel Hortar.
Ebenezer Jackson

Ol.iver Ceuley
Nehemiah Barton
Dsvld Sho.ddel
ThoQ.S.S Dolphin
Ebenezer E:i7 D.O
Thot:.!lS r,!).rrisO n
Ab!."'!lrem Broner

Capt. Naah Nleals
Capt. Nathsnlel Call

Muster Rolls of Capt~ln Noah Nicols's and Cnpt~ln
Anthony Post I s comp:J.nles of A.rtlller:,' .:...=tif teers
stD-tloned at Pluckemin bet;l'een Dece~ber, 1778, and

June, 1779.
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Officers
Capt. Cornelius Austin Superintendent John Da=bln
Superintendent Godfrey Loury

John Couden
Jacob Rupo::t
John H11110n
Jong t!'".~n Fer.ton
C:...::.rlc,:; ;';vCid
Asa Eala
Ebenezer Sr;::l~"

Joseph Palmer
Adam H1sst
Nnts Ryer
Daniel Shay

Hen
Thomas Worln
John Hl11kl:1
Robart Dlvlin
George Gordin
Benjaw,ln Could
Abrah9.m Arkins
allver Nu ton
Pa triclc Ca.::-a
Stephen Varden
John Ho,..,el
Nathan null

Muster Roll of Captain Cornelius Austin's Contin
ental Aruourers stationed at Pluckec!n between December.
1778, and June, 1779.
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