basking Ridge Home Reminder
 Of Gen. Lee’s Escapade in 1776

Sunday Call Special Service,

ASKING RIDGE, Dec. 12.
B George Wazhington with his

ceurageouz army of 3,000
ratriots did not pitch camp within
three miles of here tonight as he did

125 vears ago, tut there are those
who assert that every winter the
spirits of 76 come back to these

parts to relive a past adventure.

It was following defedts en Long
Itland znd at White Plains that Gen-
erazl Weshington and his men retrsated
through New Jerzer, hotly pursusd by
the British, The celonial forces stopped
rot far from hers on the reoad to
Aorristewn for the night of December
12, 1776.

Secornd in command to Washington
.was Gen, Cherles ILee, gellant and
debornair to the point of indiscretion.
He did not zleep !n cemp that night,

wut, tempted by hiz love for the
cb."*‘"; Widow White, went to her
tevern z half mile up the road from

the village of Basking Ridge. The
generel, booted and spurred and ele-
gantly attlred, pranced through the
night with a small escort of horzemen.
T=e esczpede wez to be kept secret
from Washington.

A Night of

Widow White wes
eheer, for she had heard that the
Americen army waz:z not far distant,
gnd she knew Generzl Lee from past
encounter. So she prepared herself for
s pleasent evening. Rumor has it that
the barmealds at this tavern were more
than pessing fair and that the attraec-
tions were many. There was a room
zull of people drinking and jolly when
Lee and his men arrived. Widow
White was ell gracious delight.

She curtsied and said, I have saved
the room in the southeast corner for
vou, my general.”

The general, pleasantly impressed by
being anticipated. betook himself to
hls room and, opening a door. went
dawn two steps to another room +that
bozsted only a wooden tub. Barmaids
terched palls of water from. the well
and, after heating it in the kitchen.
ook 1t to the expectant guest. Mean-
while there was revelry in the maln
Tcem of the inn, so much so thzat the

Gaiety.
filled with much

wzs not cbserved. E_ee freshened and
tmmaculste from bathing, came down
in search of Widow White. . The night
war cne of gaiety and qulickly passed.

A ek
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_prisoner.

Folks in Basking Ridge and across the countryside are wondering
whether or not the spirits of Gen. Charles Lee and Widow White came
last night to this house, once her tavern, to celebrate the one hundred

_and fifty-fifth anniversary of an escapade of Revolutionary days.

The morning of December 13 was
cold and gray, but Lee whistled as he:
shaved, for he had agreeable things to;
think on. He did not know that the
rascally Tory who had slipped out the
night before was even now leading a
detachment of English cavalry 1o
Widow White's Tavern to take him
Lee and his men were taken
unawares a short time. later and were
carried off with every mark of triumph
and indignity.

Weshington was decidedly put out!
by the affair and In a letter to his
brother, Augustine, dated December 18,
1776, writes: "Befors this reaches you.
you will no doubt have heard of the
captivity of General Lee. This is an
additional misfortune, and the more
vexatious, as it was by his own folly
and imprudence and without a view to
answer any good. He was taken golng
three miles out of his own camp an
within twenty of the enemy. to lodge.

General Lee acgain appears
pages of American history in 1778.|
when he is dismissed by Congress for;
disobering Washington's orders at the!
battle of Mc"lmouth

in the|

ns.s.,ed into tl:“ hands of first one fam-
ily, then enother, Ths Culbsrsens and

| §till

the Thompsons owned it. Franklin
Conklin of Newark hought it in 1802
and that spring plans were made for
edding a porch to the front of the
building.

Rellcs Unearthed,

While digging to lay the foundation
relics of all kinds were unearthed.
There were sabres and pistols, bavonets
and English coins dating from 1776
and earller. Exploration in the attic
elso revealed mementos of earller days.

So that persons passing through
Basking Ridge would know of the his-
torical association of the house a sign
was prepared with the words ‘“Lee
Lodge.” But the sign outdid itself;
00 many people came with intent to
explore the house from top to bottom
and some even demanded that tea be
served.

So the sign was taken down and
much of the history has been forgot.
therg, are those who know the
story of the past and helieve that the
spirits of the departed return this
night each rear to make merry anni-
versary at Widow White's Tavern. But
thme pazsing down the ro=d and curi-

ters 1--ee_p secret all that's gomg on
with!n.
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